Down Under Dive Club
Established in 1984
By Divers for Divers

DUDC Monthly Meeting

Committed to
Diver Education and
Our Aquatic World
We Provide:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Awe Inspiring Speakers
Organized Dives
Social Gatherings
Member Discounts
Online Resources
Monthly Newsletter
Industry Contacts

Wednesday, November 11th @ 7 PM
In the spirit of optimism, we have planned out next years dives.
Once the dates are finalized, we will send out a schedule.
January Meeting – DAN Education Presentation on Zoom topic to
be determined soon!
January 11, Full Moon Night Dive at Blue Heron Bridge – dependent
on local dive shop permit
January 26, 9:14am High Tide at Blue Heron Bridge
January/February – Crystal River Manatee Snorkel and Lemon
Shark Dive (not at the same time!) –if you want to camp at Crystal River
send me an email!
July – Scallop Snorkel Trip and Rainbow River Dive Weekend
August – Dolphin/Shark Freeport Bahamas Weekend

Holiday Party COVID-19 RSVP

This week, we will have our holiday party. Due to COVID,
we will need to have RSVPs by the end of November to
esure we don’t over order food. There has been an abundance of social distance opportunity during our regular
meetings, however, we will need to know ahead of time to
adjust any seating requirements.
		RSVP@downunderdiveclub.com
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Social distancing has changed the way we meet. You have the option
of joining us in person or opting to meet via ZOOM. Send me an email
if you wish to be invited to the ZOOM meeting and I’ll send you a link. If
you wish to attend in person, send me an email so we can ensure proper
distance between tables and members.
rsvp@downunderdiveclub.com

Meeting Every 2nd Wednesday of the Month

Gourmet Cheese Steak and Pizza Company
775 S. Babcock Street, Melbourne, FL 32901

DUDC Event & Activity Calendar
Event

Time

Cost

Coordinator

Email

DUDC Meeting
Gourmet Cheese Steak,
Melbourne

Every 2nd Wednesday of
the Month @ 7 pm

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

DUDC Board Meeting at
Gourmet Cheesesteak

Every 4th Monday of the
Month @ 6:30 pm

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Blue Heron Bridge Dive

Any time the Tide is Right!

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

CANCELLATION POLICY FOR CLUB SPONSORED DIVES: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled
event or with a paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board
approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives
are canceled by the Charter or DUDC. ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

We Support Our Local Dive Shops:

Membership dues suspended for
2020. If you’ve already paid,
you’re good through 2021!

Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932
JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888
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Let’s Forget 2020!!!!

A Little Scuba Rhyme from our
2008 President, Rochelle Hood

There once was a ship called the Grove,
Through her currents we willingly strove.
No longer debased
She’s upright in place,
‘Cause of the way the storm surge drove.

A diver must always consider
that water will cause you to shiver
and blue you will turn
unless without concern
in your wetsuit you do pee a river

There once was a diver named Sue,
Too close after diving she flew.
To the chamber she went
When she got bent
Cause those bubbles grew and grew.

A diver must be willing to change,
to roll with the punches and pains,
she must also try to remember,
that from July thru November,
her travel plans are subject to change.

There once was a diver named Jim
who had the most horrible trim
his feet would just dangle
at a ninety-degree angle
it was so funny watching him swim!

Dive Safe, Dive Often!!!
Rochelle

A macho young diver named McDwyer
Really liked playing with fire,
One night in the dark,
He swam with a shark,
and now his voice is 2 octaves higher!

Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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From our President in 2009, Bill Allen
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Ramblings of a Photo-holic (circa 2011)

By Jeri Curley
I was just about to delete the photo to the right
Photo by Jeri L. Cur ley
because the juvenile Blue Tang wasn’t as sharp as I
would have liked when I noticed the Chromis lined
up in front. I went back to square one, reduced the
background level a bit to create a better contrast
between the fish and the ocean; cropped it to place
the Blue Tang near the upper right “thirds” spot and
voilà—a new life for a marginal photo. Composing
a photograph that appeals to the majority of your
audience is an art form that
is very easy to learn. It is not
just simply—stop taking photos of fish butts. That you kind
of figure out after the first 20 or so butt shots. Artists and scientists
have dedicated centuries of study to breaking down composition
into rules that anyone can follow to create a good design—in our
case photo. The funny thing about rules though—especially in art,
they can be bent and broken if you know how to do it. But first you
need to know something about these “rules.” The “Thirds Rule” is
one of those guidelines that can significantly improve your photos.
You simple divide your photo into thirds by drawing two imaginary
lines vertically across the photo and two across horizontally. Where Photo by Jeri L. Cur ley
these lines meet are the “power points.” When you compose your
photo, you try to place the subject of your photo in one of these positions...........

Manatees (circa 2013)
By Jeri Curley

I woke up at O’dark Thirty with a BUZZing in my ear. The
sleepy little town of Crystal River wasn’t so sleepy Friday
night. Diane Bryant and I made the seven hour trek
over to Crystal River that Friday before the snorkel trip.
What, you tell me, it’s not a 7 hour drive? Well, we didn’t
end up in Tallahassee but we did stop along the way—a
few times. When we left our hotel room, we found
ourselves surrounded by the thickest fog that you could
imagine! We stumbled into the dive shop and were
informed of yet another restriction for snorkeling with the
manatees. You can’t use flash or a strobe until 8:30 am.
Awwww! We all got on our boat and our captain made
his way through the fog—we didn’t hit anything, though
at times we came close. Our first stop was King’s Spring.
Every other time that I’ve been to this spring, we’ve encountered very few manatees. This time it was different.
Dianne Ford, once again, was molested by the wildlife.
The manatee would not let her swim away. He grabbed her arm and held on as though she was his life line! It
was truly amazing to be surrounded by manatees that demanded our attention! After drinking hot chocolate
and eating the complementary donuts—and we needed both, we headed on to Three Sisters for the main
event. As you can tell from the photos, Three Sisters has crystal clear water—when the swimmers don’t muck it
up. We arrived a little after 8:30 and hit the water for our photo ops. The young manatee below harassed me
until I had taken more than a dozen photos. He pirouetted under water until he got his belly rub.............
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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About the Down Under Dive Club
The Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is centrally located along the sunny, Space Coast of Florida, in Brevard County. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC’s numbers
have grown to 100 strong. Our mission is to promote safe diving practices; organize dives
for the benefit of our members; encourage the camaraderie of our members by providing relaxed social settings and encourage environmental responsibility throughout the dive
community. Our dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-aboard trips, spring dives, and
even shark dives! We are a very diverse group of divers with men, women and kids from ages
from 11 to 65+ and certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Gourmet
Cheese Steak, located east of 755 S. Babcock Street in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded
each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone
interested in SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and
have some fun! If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.
com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:
If you have any items you wish to sell or
trade, send an email with a brief description
to jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

PHOTOS FOR SALE:
Help support a starving diver/artist. Jeri
Curley has her dive photos for sale. You
can purchase them at the monthly club
meetings.

Like new $2000.00 value for $990.00
BC-BELLA,WOMENS MED SIZE BLUE REGULATOR-SCUBA
PROALADIN PRIME COMPUTER
SAFETY SIGNAL DIVICE
WEIGHTS/SAFETY SAUSAGE
WHEELED MESH DUFFEL
I HAVE THE ORIGINAL RECEIPTS IF NEEDED.
Janice.Senich@wuesthoff.com

Underwater Camera and Case 4 Sale
Canon G-9, overhauled by Canon 2 dives ago
Includes extra batteries, carrying bag
Ikelite Underwater Housing for G9, overhauled by Ike
3 dives ago
Includes handle, coil strap to connect to your dive
gear
$750.00
Irishman@IrishmanSoftware.com
Mares mrs/plus weight pouch. Used a few times, in
Good to excellent condition with no rips, zipper works,
clip is good. Max weight 16lbs/6kgs -- $25

gwencolvin@yahoo.com

Board of Directors
Jeri L. Curley
Steve Ratts

JCurley@downunderdiveclub.com
VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com

Debra Young

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Marlene Thompson

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Paul Thompson

Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Alan Goodman

Safety@downunderdiveclub.com

Terry Peterman

DiveCoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com
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