Down Under Dive Club
Established in 1984
By Divers for Divers
Committed to
Diver Education and
Our Aquatic World
We Provide:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Awe Inspiring Speakers
Organized Dives
Social Gatherings
Member Discounts
Online Resources
Monthly Newsletter
Industry Contacts
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DUDC Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, August 11th @ 7 PM
Dale Purchase - Wrecks of the Great Lakes
This months guest speaker
is our own Dale Purchase.
As many of you know Dale
is a transplant from the
Saginaw, Michigan area.
While living in Michigan
Dale took up scuba diving
and became interested in
the wrecks of the Great
Lakes. If you aren’t aware there are several thousand wrecks
in the Lakes. Dale has been instrumental in determining the
location of several of these ships. He has also identified the
wreckage of ships at other wreck sites.
Dale will be discussing with the club some of the aspects
of technical diving. Dive equipment from dry suit to exotic
breathing gas blends will be discussed as well as some of the
research that is involved locating and identifying shipwrecks.
Social distancing has changed the way we meet. You have the option
of joining us in person or opting to meet via ZOOM. Send me an email
if you wish to be invited to the ZOOM meeting and I’ll send you a link. If
you wish to attend in person, send me an email so we can ensure proper
distance between tables and members.
rsvp@downunderdiveclub.com

Meeting Every 2nd Wednesday of the Month

Gourmet Cheese Steak and Pizza Company
775 S. Babcock Street, Melbourne, FL 32901

DUDC Event & Activity Calendar
Event

Time

Cost

Coordinator

Email

DUDC Meeting
Gourmet Cheese Steak,
Melbourne

Every 2nd Wednesday of
the Month @ 7 pm

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

DUDC Board Meeting at
Gourmet Cheesesteak

Every 4th Monday of the
Month @ 6:30 pm

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Blue Heron Bridge Dive

Any time the Tide is Right!

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Bahamas

October 6-11, 2021

see
article

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Cancun, Mexico

July 24-31, 2022

TBD

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

CANCELLATION POLICY FOR CLUB SPONSORED DIVES: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled
event or with a paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board
approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives
are canceled by the Charter or DUDC. ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

We Support Our Local Dive Shops:

Membership dues suspended for
2020. If you’ve already paid,
you’re good through 2021!

Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932
JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888
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Down Under Dive Club
goes to the Bahamas
October 6-11, 2021
The price is $1400 for Divers, $800 for
non-divers DBL occupancy. with an
interior state room. if you and your
buddy want an ocean view Add
$32. There is a $500 deposit due by
the August club meeting. Email me
at divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com
5 Days of Diving with UNEXSO:
• 4 nights waterside room (double occupancy)
• Oct. 7 - 1 tank afternoon dive
• Oct. 8 - 2 tank morning dive, 1 tank afternoon
dive
• Oct. 9 - morning Dolphin Dive, 1 tank afternoon dive
• Oct. 10 - 2 tank morning dive, night dive
• Oct. 11 - 2 tank morning dive
• Transport to and from the harbour
• Hotel and government taxes
Cruise to Freeport:
• Oct. 6 - board the boat, sleep in our cabin
and arrive in Freeport the following day.
• Oct. 11 - board the boat, sleep in our cabin
and arrive at the Port of Palm Beach the following day.
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Scallop Trip 2021
After nearly two years of quarentine, we’ve finally stepped out of our bubbles in jumped into the
warm water of the Gulf of Mexico in search of
dinner--Scallops to be exact. Our journey began
on Friday morning July 16. We carefully packed
our supplies into Laura’s dive mobile and headed
over to Homosassa. My favorite park, Homosassa
State Park, was undergoing renovations, so we
missed out on our usual river boat ride. The aviary
was also being renovated. Sigh... but I managed
to get some photos of the rescued and “groupy”
birds. I call them “groupies” because they literally
showed up for the feeding of the White Pelicans
and nearly knocked us over trying to steal the
prize! We watched the otter play in his pond and
laughed as the gopher tortoises raced each other
for the food bowl. We were approached by a little 5-year old and informed that there was a manche (manatee) by the bridge. It actually took me a few minutes to translate. My 5-year old dialect
is a bit rusty. But we did see the manatees by the bridge. Took me back to our manatee snorkels
of the past--but we were warmer and less wet. We headed back to the hotel. Thanks to Cindy we
had 3 rooms next to each other. We headed for the pool and began party mode. After all, it’s 5
O’clock somewhere! We finally dried out and decided to split up for dinner because we couldn’t find a restaurante that could seat such a large
group so quickly. And we were starving! Our group headed to the Crab
Plant where I had the best Calimari of my life! We hit the sack early (for
us). The next morning we headed to River Safari to catch our ride out to
the scallop spots. We took out two
boats and headed out. We passed
Monkey Island. I’m not sure who, but
someone called out to the monkeys
in their native language. For a second I thought one had jumped onto
our boat. We quickly found out that
our boat was much faster than the
other one. We’d pass them, wait for
them to catch up, then pass them
again. We spent the moring snorkeling in search of the elusive scallop. It turns out that Marv was the champion on our boat and Alan of the
other. We untangled some hair from
the snorkel keeper and found that a
few people had seagrass dreadlocks.
And you wonder why I keep my hair
short! We partied all the way back to
the boat. Sorry, I didn’t take any video...my batteries died! Or did they?
But what happens on the scallop
boat, stays on the scallop boat. Our
guide was furiously shucking scallops.
By the time we got back to shore, she
had gone through over half of our
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scallops. That night we picnicked on scallops and steak. We didn’t finish the scallops and donated
the rest them to a hungry hotel employee.
The next day, we headed out to Rainbow River. The parking lot was full and they turned us away.
Shauna and her daughter Rebekah found a parking lot for “tubers”---that sounds weird. People
who will be tubing down the river. The catch was that it was a four hour tubing experience. I knew I
couldn’t handle 4 hours in 72 degree water. So we opted out in favor of kayaking Crystal River. Apparently, everyone within 100 miles decided to do the same thing. We headed over to Three Sisters
Spring. It was a mad house! We got out of the water as the thunderstorms rolled in! What a fantastic
weekend getaway! Thank you to everyone who worked to make it great!
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About the Down Under Dive Club
The Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is centrally located along the sunny, Space Coast of Florida, in Brevard County. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC’s numbers
have grown to 100 strong. Our mission is to promote safe diving practices; organize dives
for the benefit of our members; encourage the camaraderie of our members by providing relaxed social settings and encourage environmental responsibility throughout the dive
community. Our dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-aboard trips, spring dives, and
even shark dives! We are a very diverse group of divers with men, women and kids from ages
from 11 to 65+ and certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Gourmet
Cheese Steak, located east of 755 S. Babcock Street in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded
each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone
interested in SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and
have some fun! If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.
com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:
If you have any items you wish to sell or
trade, send an email with a brief description
to jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

PHOTOS FOR SALE:
Help support a starving diver/artist. Jeri
Curley has her dive photos for sale. You
can purchase them at the monthly club
meetings.

Like new $2000.00 value for $990.00
BC-BELLA,WOMENS MED SIZE BLUE REGULATOR-SCUBA
PROALADIN PRIME COMPUTER
SAFETY SIGNAL DIVICE
WEIGHTS/SAFETY SAUSAGE
WHEELED MESH DUFFEL
I HAVE THE ORIGINAL RECEIPTS IF NEEDED.
Janice.Senich@wuesthoff.com

Underwater Camera and Case 4 Sale
Canon G-9, overhauled by Canon 2 dives ago
Includes extra batteries, carrying bag
Ikelite Underwater Housing for G9, overhauled by Ike
3 dives ago
Includes handle, coil strap to connect to your dive
gear
$750.00
Irishman@IrishmanSoftware.com
Mares mrs/plus weight pouch. Used a few times, in
Good to excellent condition with no rips, zipper works,
clip is good. Max weight 16lbs/6kgs -- $25

gwencolvin@yahoo.com

Board of Directors
Jeri L. Curley
Steve Ratts

JCurley@downunderdiveclub.com
VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com

Debra Young

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Cindy Conway

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Paul Thompson

Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Alan Goodman

Safety@downunderdiveclub.com

Terry Peterman

DiveCoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com
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