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DUDC Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, August 9th @ 7 PM
Speaker for August - Steve Ratts

Underwater Photography Workshop 3:
From Good to Great – Fixing it in Post

This is the third in a series of three workshops dealing with the tools and techniques used in underwater
photography. This session is focused on how to take ordinary or OK looking shots and process them to
bring out their hidden beauty. Nothing can save a poorly focused shot; but if you at least managed to get
it focused, then there’s good news! There are quite a few things you can do to compensate for imperfect
composition or exposure! And this is the session where you’ll learn how to do just that.
But there’s a catch… You knew there would be, didn’t you? You’re going to need a computer and some
software to help you take your shots from good to great. This class will focus on using Adobe Lightroom,
with a little Photoshop tossed in for when Lightroom just doesn’t get you there. If you can swing it, please
get a free trial copy installed on your laptop and bring it with you with a few of your own shots you’d like to
work on. (http://www.adobe.com/downloads.html)
Don’t have a laptop? Or Lightroom? No worries! You’ll be able to watch on the big screen as I take dull and
boring ordinary shots and show you how to transform them into trophy shots worth framing and hanging
on your wall!
Topics we’ll cover include the following:
White Balance: Do your shots look eerily green or overly blue? Not quite the way you remember seeing it when
you were on the dive? Chances are, your white balance was off, but we can fix it! If you’ve followed my
previous advice and are shooting in RAW, then there is no such thing as a white balance issue that can’t
be fixed. If you’re still shooting in JPG (tsk, tsk, tsk…) well, that’s another matter; but we can still make
improvements!
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Composition: This one is trickier than exposure, but again there’s a lot we can do! From the simples steps of
cropping and rotating, to the more advanced of using Photoshop to get rid of that intruding fin at the edge
of the shot.
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Backscatter: If you don’t know what this is, then you’re probably not using strobes… And if you do know what
this is, then you may be interested to learn some easy ways to get rid of it! Of course nothing beats
getting less of it in your shot, but never fear – Lightroom is here! Or, in extreme cases Photoshop…
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2641 Palm Bay Rd NE, Palm Bay, FL 32905
http://rooneyspalmbay.com/

Exposure: Is your amazing shot of the whale shark too dark? Or is your shot of the southern ray down in the
sand blown out? There’s actually quite a lot that can be done here as well, especially if you’ve been
shooting in RAW format! I’ll show you how.
Contrast and Detail Enhancement: It’s often surprising just how much beautiful detail is hiding in an image just
waiting for someone (you!) to come along and pull it out to reveal it. I will show you how to use the Tone
and Presence sliders in Lightroom to quickly take a dull shot and make it pop with detail!

Rooney’s

DUDC Event & Activity Calendar
Event

Time

Cost

Coordinator

Email

DUDC Meeting
Rooney’s, Palm Bay

Every 2nd Wednesday of
the Month @ 7 pm

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

DUDC Board Meeting at
Gourmet Cheesesteak

Every 4th Monday of the
Month @ 6:30 pm

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Blue Heron Bridge Dive

Any time the Tide is Right!

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Keys Trip

Keys Trip; August 25-27

TBD

Steve Ratts

Safety@downunderdiveclub.com

Goliath Grouper Dive

September 10

TBD

Laura Dumas

divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com

CANCELLATION POLICY FOR CLUB SPONSORED DIVES: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled
event or with a paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board
approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives
are canceled by the Charter or DUDC. ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

We Support Our Local Dive Shops:

Don’t forget to renew your
club membership!

Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932
JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888
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What’s safe to put in the sea?
The question of what can you safely toss overboard came up on a dive trip I was on recently,
and as can be expected with any group of intelligent folk’s opinions differed. Certainly we can all
agree plastic isn’t on the list! Ditto for pretty much anything else that we generally consider trash.
But what about something organic and biodegradable like a banana peel? Or orange rinds for that
matter? These are common treats boat operators serve their guests between or after dives. Can we
safely toss something like that over the side?

Actually, no.
This answer is both from a legal standpoint, as well as that of promoting safety for marine wildlife.
There are laws specifically governing what can and can’t be tossed overboard – and for the waters
we typically dive that includes even such organic things as banana peels and orange rinds. In fact, it
even includes food unless it’s been ground up to pass through a mesh screen! (https://www.boatus.
org/clean-boating/recycling/marine-debris/)

And if we’re diving in the Wider Caribbean (including both the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean
Sea), then we fall into the “Special Areas” category, which is even stricter! In any event, we’re not
typically diving more than 12 miles from shore, so there’s that too…
So that covers the legal side, but just because it’s illegal, is it really wrong? As in morally and/
or ethically wrong? You might want to look at it from this perspective: If the thing in your hand isn’t
normally a food source for fish or birds, then why would you throw it in the sea? Imagine that banana
peel. What if a turtle decided to eat it? What happens when it get’s stuck in their throat? I’d hate to
think that anything I tossed over the side would cause something else to choke or die! Why should we
even chance it? Isn’t it worth walking a few steps to toss it in the trash and be done with it safely?
As divers, we all care about the ocean environment, and it’s in our best interest not only to help
protect it, but also to set a good example for those around us.
Stay Safe!					Scuba

Steve
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Manic Days at BHB
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N e p t u n e R e e f / Ke y L a r g o
It was a hot, steamy, dog-days of summer type of day in Florida-much like all summer days
in Florida. The temperature was in the 90’s, humidity had
reached 100%. Lucky for me I brought my dive jacket.
There was frost in the car driving toward Miami! Yes! Anything below 80 is cold to this Florida scuba diva! It amazed
me that I only needed a 0.5 mm wet suit! We entered the
dive shop and were greeted by 30 divers signing waivers
and renting gear! This group was heading down to Key
Largo. We had about a half hour to wait, so we headed
to South Beach...the beach. It was crowded with tourists and we did the
tourist thing and got
our photos taken by
another tourist. By
the time we reached
the boat, Deco Divers-- formerly known
as RJs, my shirt was
dripping wet. Gotta love the heat!! Our first stop was
the Belcher Barge, the Belzona One and Belzone Two.
The Belcher, a 195 foot steel barge lies upside down in
60 feet of water, approximately five miles offshore. She
was sunk by explosives
on November 29, 1985.
The Belzona One is an 85-ft oceangoing tug that was sunk
in May 1990 and sits upright. The Belzone Two lost its roof
to a hurricane and lies in 60-ft of water. Belzone Three is a
100-ft tug in 85-ft of water. The current was fairly strong and
I wish my FitBit was water proof because I definitelly got my
12,500 steps for the day here! We found one of the resident
Green Moray, but I zoomed by too fast to get anything but
a blur! Then we headed to the
Neptune Memorial. The gates
were gone, but everything else
was as I remembered. Eels hid
in little crevaces; more coral
on the structures. The dive
master challenged us to find
as many eels as we could. She
said her record was 21 or so. Found a Purplemouth, Green and
a couple of Spotted Morays. No where near the record. After
a leisurly dive, we tried to find a parking spot in South Beach in
order to partake of the local quizine, but there were no spots
to be found. So we headed on down to Key Largo. Laura
remembered a great spot to eat--Sundowners. Aparently,
advertising works. No one had ever been here. We were lured
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by subliminal advertising! It was great. We ate on the water;
experimented with chemical concoctions and watched the
sunset. Not a terribly colorful sunset but nice. We headed off
to our hotel--Bayside Inn next to our favorite after dive drinking
hole, Snook’s Bayside Restaurant & Grand Tiki. Remember,
what happens in Key Largo, stays in Key
Largo. All that I will say is that the pool
was rocking that night. It was surprisingly easy to wake the next morning...
well, for those of us with the morning
wake up gene. We only had 15 minutes to get to the boat, so we hit the BK
Lounge for coffee and essentials. We
made it to Ocean Divers. We loaded the gear into a wheel barrow and
Shauna shlepped the gear to the boat.
I was impressed, it must have weighed
over a hundred pounds! Our first dive “This was my first dive in the Keys. I
enjoyed the long air time, almost no
was Snapper Reef--always a favorite
current, clear water, corals, schools
for me. We encountered nurse sharks, free swimming green
of fish and many critters! And hi to
morays, snappers, grunts and more grunts. I noticed a bit of
the nurse shark as a prep for Shark
water in my housing, so I surfaced. As I walked by the camera rinse bucket, I saw water churning. Oh S*#@t! I grabbed Week.” --Marv
the camera and started to open it to get the water out. To
the crews credit, they took over that task quickly and
saved the
sd card.
So, sans
camera, I
became
the wild
explorer on
the second
dive at Coral Ledges.
I can’t remember exploring caves without worrying about
my camera dome getting scratched. I found 3
sleeping green morays deep under the ledges;
encouraged a giant porcupine fish to head toward my dive buddies. After the dive, we hit another here-to-for unventured eatery, the Key Largo
Conch House. We hit it on the day when the regular staff were off at a baby shower! But OHHHH...
Cuban coffee (cortadito--ahh the memories of
working in Miami after the hurricane), Florida Beer,
fresh seafood...heaven on earth. Oh, and oh my
goodness, the desserts were to die for! Ok, I have to
confess, I’ve been forbidden to show you a picture
of our fearless leader on the boat, hamming it up
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for the camera..but it has replace the “Rehab is for quitters”
photo as her Caller ID. Sorry Laura...but it is sooooo you!
							--Jeri Curley
“It was like diving in
an aquarium.” --Pavel
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About the Down Under Dive Club
The Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is centrally located along the sunny, Space Coast of Florida, in Brevard County. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC’s numbers
have grown to 100 strong. Our mission is to promote safe diving practices; organize dives
for the benefit of our members; encourage the camaraderie of our members by providing relaxed social settings and encourage environmental responsibility throughout the dive
community. Our dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-aboard trips, spring dives, and
even shark dives! We are a very diverse group of divers with men, women and kids from ages
from 11 to 65+ and certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Rooney’s, located east of Robert J Conlan Blvd on Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each month
and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some
fun! If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:
If you have any items you wish to sell or
trade, send an email with a brief description
to jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

PHOTOS FOR SALE:
Help support a starving diver/artist. Jeri
Curley has her dive photos for sale. You
can purchase them at the monthly club
meetings.

Like new $2000.00 value for $990.00
BC-BELLA,WOMENS MED SIZE BLUE REGULATOR-SCUBA
PROALADIN PRIME COMPUTER
SAFETY SIGNAL DIVICE
WEIGHTS/SAFETY SAUSAGE
WHEELED MESH DUFFEL
I HAVE THE ORIGINAL RECEIPTS IF NEEDED.
Janice.Senich@wuesthoff.com

Underwater Camera and Case 4 Sale
Canon G-9, overhauled by Canon 2 dives ago
Includes extra batteries, carrying bag
Ikelite Underwater Housing for G9, overhauled by Ike
3 dives ago
Includes handle, coil strap to connect to your dive
gear
$750.00
Irishman@IrishmanSoftware.com

80 cubic foot aluminum tank for sale. $50. Contact
Tom or Sandy Mepham at
sandyandtom@bellsouth.net

Mares mrs/plus weight pouch. Used a few times, in
Good to excellent condition with no rips, zipper works,
clip is good. Max weight 16lbs/6kgs -- $25

gwencolvin@yahoo.com

Board of Directors
Jeri L. Curley
Steve Lewandowski

JCurley@downunderdiveclub.com
VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com

Debra Young

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Alan Goodman

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Michelle Mason

Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Steve Ratts
Laura Dumas

Safety@downunderdiveclub.com
DiveCoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

