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DUDC Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, April 12th @ 7 PM

Meeting Every 2nd Wednesday of the Month
Meeting Location for April:

The Broken Barrel Tavern
at 4700 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, Florida 32905

WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM

Speaker for April - Duane DeFreese, 
Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program

DeFreese has a doctorate in marine biology from Florida Institute 
of Technology. From 1991 to 1998, he served as the first program 
coordinator for Brevard County’s Environmentally Endangered 
Lands program. He also was involved in the late 1980s with getting 
the lagoon included in the National Estuary Program.  From 1999 
to 2008, he served as vice president of Florida Research at Hubbs-
SeaWorld Research Institute. He is currently the Director of the 
Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program

Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program
• The lagoon has been part of EPA’s National Estuary Program 

since 1990. The program, administered by local sponsors, aims 
to restore water quality to the estuaries deemed of national 
significance.

• Initially, the St. Johns River and South Florida water 
management districts were the local sponsors of the lagoon 
program. But soon after the program’s inception, the St. Johns 
district took over management, with the South Florida district 
having input.

• Congress established the National Estuary Program in 1987, 
under the Clean Water Act. The Indian River Lagoon became 
part of the program in 1990.



Event Time Cost Coordinator Email

DUDC Meeting    
Broken Barrel Tavern, 
Palm Bay

Every 2nd Wednesday of 
the Month @ 7 pm Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

DUDC Board Meeting at 
Gourmet Cheesesteak

Every 4th Monday of the 
Month @ 6:30 pm Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Blue Heron Bridge Dive Any time the Tide is Right! Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Earth Day Dive 9 am April 22 @ JDC $50 Jeri Curley divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

Sea Level Scuba 
4155 Dow Rd Suite U  
Melbourne, FL. 32934 
(321)255-1825

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 
2006 South Front Street 
Melbourne, Florida 32901  
(321) 723-5932

JND Scuba Center 
4651 Babcock Street NE  
Palm Bay, FL 32905  
(321) 723-8888

CANCELLATION POLICY FOR CLUB SPONSORED DIVES:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled 
event or with a paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board 
approval.  All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives 
are canceled by the Charter or DUDC. ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)   

DUDC Event & Activity Calendar
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Open Ocean, How to Survive
Recently The Divers Alert Network (DAN) reported on an incident where a diver surfaced with his 

group only to find there was no boat in sight (https://www.diversalertnetwork.org/diving-incidents/
Lost-at-sea-drifting). For many, this is one of our worst nightmares, and fortunately in this case there 
was a happy ending - but only after he and the rest of his group had spent several hours adrift and 
struggling to swim to shore.

One of the things that helped in this particular case was that everyone kept their cool and didn’t 
panic. That in itself can be a difficult thing to manage as time wears on in a situation like this. While 
they did have at least one Surface Marker Buoy (AKA Safety Sausage), none of them apparently had 
a light or signal mirror they could use to help signal to passing boats.

During the five hours they spent in the water, they did see several boats and one airplane; and 
they attempted to get the attention of each one - but to no avail. Eventually, they were able to flag 
down a boat that was apparently out patrolling for them; but they might have been picked up much 
sooner if they’d had better ways to signal.

Here are some tips from DAN on simple and effective ways to signal.
• First, carry a signal mirror. These can be small and very light weight. If you need to use this then 

you’ll want to be sure the flash of reflected sunlight is hitting the boat. To do this, extend your 
arm and hold your thumb to near where you see the boat. Then holding the signal mirror near 
your eye move it so the spot of light is crossing your thumb. This will make sure you’re pointing it 
in the right direction.

• Second, if you’re out late enough that it’s beginning to get dark you can put a dive light in-
side your safety sausage and it will light up like a light saber. These days it’s possible to have a 
compact yet powerful LED based light that will last for hours. Some even have a strobe mode 
where they flash on and off.

• Another compact and extremely useful option is to carry a Nautilus Lifeline radio. This is a 
marine radio that you can take with you on your dive - yes, it can go as deep as you can! Of 
course, you can only use it at the surface, but you can set it for the radio channel your boat is 
using, or use it on the emergency channel. It even has a mode where it can broadcast your 
GPS location.

If you’re within range of shore and want to swim for it, then you may want to drop your lead, and 
possibly even ditch your tank. Each of these things are very heavy, 
and although we may be able to be neutrally buoyant with them 
underwater, when you’re swimming 
you don’t really want to be pushing 
all that weight around - it will only 
wear you out faster.

Stay Safe!

Scuba Steve

    Congratualations to the New Officers:
• President - Jeri Curley
• Vice President - Steve Lewendoski
• Treasurer - Debra Young
• Secretary - Alan Goodman
• Membership - Michelle Mason
• Safety Officer - Steve Ratts
• Dive Coordinator - Laura Dumas

Officer Elected
DUES ARE DUE LAST MONTH AND 
DON’T FORGET TO THANK THE 
OFFICERS WHO HAVE SERVED US SO 
WELL IN THE PAST YEAR!



In to  t he  Night
One of the awesome things about diving at 

the Blue Heron Bridge is that since your dive 
time is centered on the high tide, you will likely 
find yourself with some diverse opportunities for 
when you dive - morning, mid-day, afternoon, 
evening, and night. Each of these offers a slightly 
different perspective as different creatures are 
active at different times. And so the very nature 
of the ever changing tides constrains us to sam-
ple different times of day for our dives there. 
Very different from the sort of schedules we’re 
accustomed to for boat diving!

This past weekend we had the opportunity to 
watch night fall under the bridge. With high tide 
right around 7:30, we were getting in the water 

around 6:30 
with plenty 
of light and 
were able 
to observe 
things as 
the evening 
gradually 
progressed 
through twi-
light and into 

the night. The changes were subtle, but dramatic 
nonetheless. Early in the dive we were treated to 
a very large hermit crab, and of course we got 
to see all sorts of smaller fish - including one of 
my favorites, the beautiful juvenile french angles. 
Later on there were more crabs, and also the 
banded coral shrimp were making their way out 
from their hiding places.

For me, this was a special treat as I was 
experimenting with some flu-
orescence gear that enables 
you to see things in a com-
pletely different way. Many 
creatures - but not all - have 
naturally fluorescent pig-
ments within them. For such 
creatures, if you shine a spe-
cialized blue light on them, 
they will seem to glow; but 
there’s a catch! In order to 

see this effect you’ll also need a yellow filter to 
block out all that blue light or all you’ll see is 
blue. Some things glow green, some orange, and 
some are more reddish looking. It all depends on 
what’s in their skin. Some corals glow, and some 
don’t. Some fish glow, and some don’t. And very 
pleasantly I learned that banded coral shrimp are 
among those 
things that do 
glow!

If you’d like 
to see some-
thing like this for 
yourself, you can 
purchase the 
yellow filter for 
your mask on-
line for around 
$30, but you’ll also need a specialized blue light. 
Those range in price from around $100 on up. 

Some dive shops will rent this 
gear so you can try it out that 
way without having to “take 
the plunge” and buy it. Of 
course, you’re welcome to tag 
along with me next time, but 
you’ll need one of these lights 
and a yellow filter to really see 
what’s down there.

--Steve Ratts
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I normally do not get cold diving but I did, in the water over 90 
minutes at BHB.  I had a great time diving with everyone.  I 
gave my two wet suits to my friend at work to send to his rela-
tive in the Philippines. I only had a halfsy wet suit ...“BRRRR” 
water was chilly.  Maybe I should have used my wet suit one 
more time before I gave it away. My friend said his relative in 
the Philippines,  dives with a homemade mask and wooden fins. 
My friend is sending a dive light , mask, and fins also.   

--Steve Lewendowski



The Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is centrally located along the sunny, Space Coast of Flor-
ida, in Brevard County.  Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC’s numbers 
have grown to 100 strong.  Our mission is to promote safe diving practices; organize dives 
for the benefit of our members; encourage the camaraderie of our members by provid-
ing relaxed social settings and encourage environmental responsibility throughout the dive 
community.  Our dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We orga-
nize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-aboard trips, spring dives, and 
even shark dives! We are a very diverse group of divers with men, women and kids from ages 
from 11 to 65+ and certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors. 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel 
Tavern, located on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door priz-
es are awarded each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We 
invite everyone interested in SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, 
meet our group, and have some fun! If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@
downunderdiveclub.com 

About the Down Under Dive Club

ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:
If you have any items you wish to sell or 
trade, send an email with a brief description 
to jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  
Help support a starving diver/artist.  Jeri 
Curley has her dive photos for sale.  You 
can purchase them at the monthly club 
meetings.

Like new $2000.00 value for $990.00  
BC-BELLA,WOMENS MED SIZE BLUE REGULATOR-SCUBA 
PRO-  
ALADIN PRIME COMPUTER  
SAFETY SIGNAL DIVICE  
WEIGHTS/SAFETY SAUSAGE  
WHEELED MESH DUFFEL  
I HAVE THE ORIGINAL RECEIPTS IF NEEDED. 
Janice.Senich@wuesthoff.com

Underwater Camera and Case 4 Sale 
Canon G-9, overhauled by Canon 2 dives ago 
Includes extra batteries, carrying bag 
Ikelite Underwater Housing for G9, overhauled by Ike 
3 dives ago 
Includes handle, coil strap to connect to your dive 
gear 
$750.00  
Irishman@IrishmanSoftware.com

80 cubic foot aluminum tank for sale.  $50.  Contact 
Tom or Sandy Mepham at
sandyandtom@bellsouth.net

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Jeri L. Curley JCurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Steve Lewendowski VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com

Debra Young Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Alan Goodman Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Michelle Mason Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Steve Ratts Safety@downunderdiveclub.com

Laura Dumas DiveCoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com

Board of Directors


