Down Under Dive Club
DUDC Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, July 13th @7 pm
Committed to
Diver Education
and Our Aquatic
World
We Provide:
 Awe Inspiring Speakers
 Organized Dives
 Social Gatherings
 Member Discounts
 Online Resources
 Monthly Newsletter
 Industry Contacts

July 2016

Ice Cream You Scream Social!
We All Scream for Ice Cream!!
Yes, it's that time of the year again!
Sum, Sum, Sum, Summertime! A
time to think about vacations,
beaches, DIVING, and ways to escape the stifling,
ESCALATING heat! What better way
to do that than with America’s Favorite Dessert—ICE CREAM!! All
you aspiring photogs and videographers, bring your photos and
dvds. This is a great time to reminisce about past dives and plan
future ones!

Upcoming Events:


Ice Cream Social at July
meeting



Keys Trip Sept 2016
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DUDC Meeting
Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay

Every 2nd Wednesday of the Month
@ 7 pm

Free

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD

Every 4th Monday of the Month @
6:30 pm

Free

Blue Heron Bridge Dive

Any time the Tide is Right!

Free

Keys Trip

Sept 17-18

$234 (hotel not included)

Phone # / E-mail
Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact any Board Member to Attend

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Scott Newland

Divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:
Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled event or with a paid replacement
diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be
made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE

DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

Special Thanks to Our Local Businesses
Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

“For most of
history, man has
had to fight
nature to survive;
in this century he
is beginning to
realize that, in
order to survive,
he must protect
it.”
― Jacques-Yves
Cousteau

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932
JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888

Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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Don’t Forget,
Annual Dues are Due!

Safety First by Al Audet
Lobster Mini Season
It’s July again! Mini-Season is approaching quickly. Are you ready?
Personally, I hate diving during Mini-Season. You have a lot of diver who only dive once a year, and that’s for
Mini-Season. Their goal is to get as many lobsters as possible over the two day period. With that in mind, they
usually take chances to get that extra lobster. That is when accidents happen. Every year, we lose a few divers
during Mini-Season. So, here are a few things to keep in mind.
If you haven’t already done so, get your gear checked out. Has your regulator been serviced? Is your tank
within VIP and Hydro? Don’t wait until the last minute. Do you have all the required equipment?
How are your skills? When was the last time you went diving? During Mini-Season, many divers ignore a lot of
the rules they were taught during their Open Water training. The primary one is the Buddy System.
Your Buddy is diving behind you, they see a lobster and stop, you don’t see them stop… so, now you’re
separated. How are your solo diving skills? Are you equipped and mentally prepared for solo diving? You
need additional equipment when you solo dive.
Do you need to upgrade your training? Are you Nitrox certified? How about solo diving, or as PADI calls it…
Self Reliant diver.
Finally, be conservative when you dive. Don’t run your tank dry. Leave the bottom a little earlier than
planned. When go after a lobster, your breathing rate increases, you lose track of time, and you increase the risk of an accident. My rule of thumb while hunting is to start my ascent at 1000PSI. Why? If
you see a lobster after you’re below 1000PSI, your tank will be dangerously low when/if you finally bag
the lobster.
One more thing about Mini-Season…. When you go after a lobster, please check to see if it is bearing eggs before
you go after it. I know it’s hard to tell, but look for indications that it’s an egger. If the tail is curled under, it’s
probably a female. Shining a light on the tail, you can usually see if there are eggs. Also, if the lobster is further
back in the hole, there’s a good possibility it’s a female and an egger. There’s nothing worse than mutilating a
lobster, then realizing it has eggs. I see so many broken
legs and antennas during Mini-Season. You removed all
it’s defense mechanisms, so now the lobster is bait for a
predator.
So, let’s be safe out there this year.

Photo by Jennifer VanWell

Bonaire Beauties!
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By Jeri Curley
The day started early, bright and radiant! Once again, celebrating
my 30th birthday with great friends and dive buddies. We arrived at
the airport with plenty of time to spare and made it through security
in record time! Now the anxious wait to make sure everyone made it
to the gates. What better place to relax than the Budweiser Brew
House? The flight was smooth and relaxing. As always, as soon as the
engines fired up, I was fast asleep. We switched planes quickly in Curacao, loaded up with duty free adult drinks. The sun set as we flew
toward our destination. Bonaire was a gorgeous sparkling gem against
the dark ocean. We picked up our trucks. Susan had made a silent
prayer for a blue truck. Low and behold, it was there waiting for her!
After a few mix ups in the rooms (easily fixed), we headed out in
search of an open restaurant. We had missed the food festival and
everything was closed! But we did get a tour of every street in town.

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

The next day, bright and early, we headed to the dive shop to sign
the waivers and have our orientation. The ledge off the resort was everything that anyone
ever told you! Live coral, eels, fish, shrimp, turtles! Needless to say the diving was spectacular. The highlights were the frogfish and sea horses. I want to take the time to once
again thank Bruce and Susan for helping me with my 15 pound camera set up during our
rocky shore exits.
Though broken and lost gear may have ruined most diver’s trip, our group proved once
again just how great they are and how lucky I am to be blessed with their friendship. They
were undaunted and very determined to have a great vacation despite the adversities facing
them.
Now I must talk about some of the indigenous wildlife abounding on the island—the flamingos, burros, iguanas and alligators.
Well, that last one can only be found at a bar. In fact, someone, whose initials begins with Shauna, had “Sex with an Alligator” on numerous occasions. I opted to try it just once,
since it didn’t come with a “Screaming Orgasm.”
Our last night, we dined at Rum Runners at Captain Don’s
Habitat. The food and liquid libations were out of this world!
Our last night on the island, we desperately tried to finish up
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the stores of adult beverages. I had my very first taste of
Glenlivet. Hmmmm Hmmm...cough...Smooth! We sat by
the ocean listening to the coral “tinkle.” Yes, you read correctly. The waves hitting the coral in a certain way, made
them tinkle—little bells in the night. Needless to say we
had a great time and vowed to do it again—where ever that
dive trip takes us.
Photo by Marsha Miller

Photo by Jeri L. Curley
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Photo by Marsha Miller

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Photo by Marsha Miller
Photo by Marsha Miller

Page 5

Down Under
Dive Club
P.O. Box 360105
Melbourne, FL 32936
www.downunderdiveclub.com

Save Our Oceans.
Save Our World.

The Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is centrally located along the sunny, Space Coast of Florida, in Brevard County. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC's numbers
have grown to 100 strong. Our mission is to promote safe diving practices; organize dives
for the benefit of our members; encourage the camaraderie of our members by providing
relaxed social settings and encourage environmental responsibility throughout the dive
community. Our dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-aboard trips, spring
dives, and even shark dives! We are a very diverse group of divers with men, women and
kids from ages from 11 to 65+ and certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, located on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm
Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA diving to
stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun!
If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com

ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:
If you have any items you wish to sell or trade, send an email with a brief description to
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.

Like new $2000.00 value for $990.00

Underwater Camera and Case 4 Sale

BC-BELLA,WOMENS MED SIZE BLUE

Canon G-9, overhauled by Canon 2 dives ago

REGULATOR-SCUBA PRO-

Includes extra batteries, carrying bag

ALADIN PRIME COMPUTER

Ikelite Underwater Housing for G9, overhauled by Ike 3
dives ago

SAFETY SIGNAL DIVICE

Includes handle, coil strap to connect to your dive gear

WEIGHTS/SAFETY SAUSAGE

$750.00

WHEELED MESH DUFFEL
I HAVE THE ORIGINAL RECEITS IF NEEDED.

Irishman@IrishmanSoftware.com

Janice.Senich@wuesthoff.com

Board of Directors
President :

Jeri L. Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Alan Goodman

VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Debra Young

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

Terry Peterman

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

Shauna Hume

Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Al Audet

tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:

Scott Newland

Divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com

