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Anyone with an
interest in diving and
exploration of our
underwater world is
invited to attend the
Down Under Dive Club’s
annual Open
House.

This is an opportunity to
meet a lot of great local
divers and see what the
DUDC has to offer.
There will be:
•

•
•

May 11, 2005
7:30 p.m.

A presentation on Wreck Diving & Treasure
Hunting by Jim Stewart, a highly experienced
diver who has done several dives on the Andrea Doria and many other wrecks off the NC
Outer Banks.
Raffle & Door Prizes
Lots of Refreshments

The Down Under Dive Club is located in Palm Bay
on the sunny east central coast of Florida. Formed
in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC
currently has about 100 members. Our mission is
to promote safe, organized
dive events, provide
a social setting comfortable to everyone, and
encourage environmental responsibility among the
diving community.
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DUDC DIVE & EVENT CALENDAR
Event

Time

Member's Cost
Tier 1

Payment
Due Date

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail

Tier 2

DUDC Club
Meeting & Open House
Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
5/11/05 @ 7:30 p.m

Free

West Palm Beach Dive
Pura Vida Divers

Saturday,
5/14/2005 @
8:30 a.m.**

$42 + tanks(Air $47 + tanks(Air =
= $5; Nitrox
$5; Nitrox $10
$10

3 tank Private Charter
Jupiter Dive Center

Saturday afternoon,
5/21/05

$65 + tanks

DUDC Board of
Director's Meeting

Tuesday,
5/24/2005 @ 7 p.m.

Free - open to all
members

Jupiter Night Dive—
celebrate Jeri Curley’s B-day
Jupiter Dive Center

Saturday,
5/28/2005

$35 + tanks

DUDC Club
Meeting
Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
6/8/05 @ 7:30 p.m

Free

DIVE FEST
Jupiter Dive Center
5 dive trips—3 days
6/17—3 tank dive
6/18— a.m. & p.m. 2 tanks dives
6/19—am 2 tank dive

June 17th-19th

3 tank trip—
$65 + tanks

3 tank trip—$75 + 6/4/05
tanks

2 tank trips—
$35 + tanks

2 tank trips—$45
+ tanks

DUDC Board of
Director's Meeting

Tuesday,
6/21/2005 @ 7 p.m.

Free - open to
all
members

Free - open to all
members

West Palm Beach Dive
Pura Vida Divers

Saturday,
6/25/2005 @
8:30 a.m.**

$42 + tanks

$47 + tanks

4th of July Night Dive

TBD

TBD

TBD

Michael
(321) 727-1028

DUDC Club
Meeting
Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
7/13/05 @ 7:30 p.m

Free

Free

Martin
253-4713

$75 + tanks

Martin
253-4713

info@downunderdiveclub.com

4/30/05

Debi
728-7243

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

5/7/05

Michael
(321) 727-1028

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com
Contact Any Board Member to
Attend

$45 + tanks

5/14/05

Michael
(321) 727-1028

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Martin
253-4713
Michael
(321) 727-1028

info@downunderdiveclub.com

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact Any Board Member to
Attend
6/11/05

Debi
728-7243

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com
info@downunderdiveclub.com

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:
Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of
the scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in
writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

You can pay for your Club dives, membership fees and
merchandise with your credit card. For more details, talk
to the dive coordinator or call Ed Given at 255-5587.
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4/23 Pura Vida/WPB Dive Trip Report
Location: West Palm Beach, Florida
Charter Boat: Pura Vida Divers
Date: April 23, 2005

It was just another glorious day of diving in West Palm Beach. After
quickly loading up the gear on the Sirena we headed to Paul’s Reef for the
first dive of the day. Though farther away than most of the sites we visit, it is
always one of my favorite dives. The deep undercuts in the reef provide hiding places for all sorts of marine life. Every time we go to this site we see
tons of sea life. This dive was no different. We saw a multitude of critters including 2 green morays, barracuda, parrotfish, angelfish and large quantities of
grunts, tom tates and other tropicals. There were also reports o f a
couple nurse sharks on this dive.
Our second dive at Fourth Windows didn’t disappoint either.
This site is located about the middle of the Breakers Reef and carries you past a trans -atlantic communication cable. Among the
highlights of this dive were green and spotted moray eels, a southern
stingray, scorpionfish, and lots of the usual tropical fish.
Thanks to all the DUDC divers that went out on this trip: Russell Bremmer, Bob Jensen, Bill Allen, Kelly Uhland, & Al Segona.
For those of you keeping track — water temp is on the way up with a
pretty consistent 75 degrees. Seas were FLAT! Visibility was around
40 feet both dives.
D. Buck
**To see photos of this dive and previous trips go to: http://www.
downunderdiveclub.com/photoalbum/

Dive Quiz by Al:
Dive skills that increase your self rescue abilities include:
a. good buoyancy control.
b. proper airway control.
c. handling air depletion.
d. all of the above.

Answer on page 8

Dive Markers
We see a lot of divers diving with a sausage or dive marker attached to
their buoyancy compensators (BC). What are they for? What can they
be used for? What types of different markers are available? This
month, I’m going to try to explain the importance and use of the dive
sausage/marker.
First of all, let me get rid of one myth. It’s OK to inflate your marker
when you reach the surface. The dive marker is used for several purposes other than to wave to indicate an emergency. The bobbing head of a diver is not very visible to a
speeding boat. So, it’s easier for the captain of a speeding boat to see the bright orange or yellow marker.
It also makes it easier for your boat captain to see you.
The dive marker can also be used during a safety stop. By attaching about 20-30 feet of line to the
marker, you can partially fill you marker (don’t forget to take Boyles law into consideration) with air and
send it up to mark your location. Again, this will warn boats that there’s a diver down below. It will also
give your boat captain a heads up one of his divers at his surface safety stop. You can also mark your
line at the 15 foot spot to give yourself a visual reference for your safety stop.
I went shopping for dive markers, and I found several options. Most dive shops carry the sausage for
around $20. They’re about 3 feet long and 2 ½ inches wide. You can also get them 6 feet long and 8 ½
inches wide with a dump valve attached. I also found one called the Safety Stop Anchor that came with
its own pouch, string attached for a 15 or 20 foot safety stop, and you fill it with your regulator. One thing
to consider, the bigger the better.
So, have you ever surfaced and your dive boat looks like a spec on the horizon? Did you ever think, “I
hope the captain can see us?” The dive marker will definitely increase your odds of being seen.
A. Audet

CPR/First Aid & Rescuer Course
DUDC is proud to announce that we will be offering a CPR/First Aid Course for our members.
This is the perfect opportunity for you to advance your diving education. Don’t forget, if you are
interested in getting your Rescue Diver Certification, CPR/First Aid is a requirement. Cost of the
course will be ~$45. Classes will be held May or June. More details coming soon. If you are interested in the class, please contact our Safety Officer, Al Audet @ (321) 427-0477.

COMING SOON — DUDC will be offering a Rescue Diver Course. Increase your confidence level and experience. Rescue Diver training

will prepare you to prevent problems and, if necessary, manage dive emergencies.
Requirements:
•
Advanced or Junior Advanced Open Water Diver certification
•
Minimum age: 12 years old
•
Completed CPR program within the past 24 months

If you are interested in the class, please contact our Safety Officer, Al Audet @ (321) 427-0477.
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Community Dives , Activities
Announcements, ETC.
PDI Scuba Camp

Parents can now register their children (12 yrs and older) for our summer Scuba Camps taught by Master Instructor and former science teacher
Judy Shepherd. To register a child a $100 deposit is required and the balance is due the first day of camp. The camp costs include: PADI
Open Water text, PADI Open Water DVD, dive tables, classroom instruction, pool training, all open water training, use of tanks, regulators,
BCD's, wet suits, West Palm boat fees, park fees and a Saturday pizza lunch. Students Must Provide: mask, fins, snorkel, weight belt, logbook,
gear bag, gloves and a small photo for their certification card. A student discount of 15% applies to all non-sale items purchased during camp.
Scuba Camp I
Scuba Camp II
Dates: June 13 - 19
Dates: June 20 - 26
Times: 10:30am - 3:30pm
Times: 10:30am - 3:30pm
Open Water Training: June 17, 19
Open Water Training: June 24, 26
Cost: $259 before May 1, $275 after May
Cost: $259 before May 1, $275 after May 1

PDI is now a Dealer for Pressed Steel Scuba Cylinders

Because of their buoyancy characteristics, hot-dipped galvanization and high capacities, Pressed Steel Scuba tanks are the choice of serious recreational and technical divers. PDI is now taking prepaid orders for these tanks. Their prices are very competitive, and in some cases are better
than on-line prices. PDI's prices include: tank, Yoke/DIN valve, tank boot, VIP, and a choice of air or Nitrox fill.
PDI's Prices:
E7-80: $215.00
E8-119: $335.00
E7-100: $329.00
E8-130: $389.00
E7-120: $369.00

10% Discount for DUDC Members with Pura Vida Divers.

Pura Vida Divers in Singer Island is offering a discount for all DUDC members. Pura Vida offers daily scuba diving charters, instruction, open water referrals, dive vacation packages, and scuba diving and snorkeling equipment sales, service, and rentals as
well as enriched air (nitrox) and air fills. Contact Pura Vida Divers at (888) DIVE WPB (348-3972) or e-mail at info@puravidadivers.
com. Check out the website: www.puravidadivers.com

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters offers a 10% discount for DUDC members. Stop by the shop at 2006 S. Front Street Melbourne,
FL. (321) 723-5932 and ask for details.

Discount for DUDC Members from Narcosis Dive Charters. Mention that you are from the Down Under Dive Club
(and pay in cash), and you can get the club rate of $45/pp on your personal dives. Check out their website at http://
www.narcosisdivecharters.com/
Diving Guide to Underwater Florida
The next best thing to winning last month's door prize is to buy it at the discounted price of exactly what we need for
the 3 tank dive on May 21. We already have the 10th edition of Ned DeLoach's Diving Guide to Underwater Florida so
we'll let this never-been-used GREAT 11th Edition that normally sells for $19.95 go for $16. Contact Sandy & Tom
Mepham @ sandyandtom@bellsouth.net

Aqualung BCD—sz Lrg
Like new condition and has only 20-30 dives on it. This BC won the 2003 Rodales award for best entry level BCD. The
jacket style Maverick BCD is a fully weight integrated system. Paid over $300 for it brand new. Welling to sell it to a
good home for $199. If you are interested or have any questions , please call Michael Wheat @ 543-7758

If you have a dive trip or other activity (cleanup, daytrips, etc.) or other information that you would like to announce to
the club members, send an e-mail to dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com with all the pertinent details and
it will be put in the next newsletter.
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James Buck had the winning entry
and will receive a free t-shirt with his
design on the back.
The new shirts will be available at the
Open House/May Meeting on May 11th
and will be available in 3 colors and
two styles.
Cost will be $15 each.

April’s Prize Winners
Door Prize Winners:
Jack Audet—O-ring keychain
Dale Purchase—DUDC t-shirt
Sandy Mepham—Diving Guide to
Underwater Florida

Door prizes are given away at each club meeting.
Come to the meetng and sign-in to win.

May 2005

50/50 Winner(s):
$3— Shannon Anderson
$2— Martin Munnich
$1 — Shannon Anderson

NO JACKPOT WINNER—
$$ ROLLS OVER TO MAY!!! The
Jackpot is up to $145 with only 22
cards left, the odds are getting
better that someone will be $145+
richer soon!!!
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Attention Coffee and hot beverage drinkers. The Club has its own
coffee mug.
Made of finely crafted, high-grade ceramics. The club logo is displayed front and reverse blue on
white. The DUDC mug will hold your favorite hot beverage and confirm your
membership in Melbourne’s best dive club.

For sale now at $4.00 each. Only a few left.
Call Marty at 321/253-4713 to reserve your mug, and pick it
up at May’s meeting.

Answer to Dive Quiz:
The answer is D:
There are at least five skills that will increase your ability to rescue yourself if a problem arises.
1. Good buoyancy control helps you avoid struggling to maintain your position either at the surface or underwater. It also helps you stay off the bottom, reducing risk of aquatic life injuries,
while protecting aquatic life from damage.
2. Proper airway control allows you to breathe past small amounts of water in your regulator or
snorkel, thus avoiding choking.
3. Proficiency at cramp removal may stop the pain of a cramp from escalating into a bigger
problem.
4. Handling air-depletion is something you practiced in your entry level course. To handle an
out-of-air emergency without buddy assistance, consider having an independent alternate air
source such as a pony bottle or self-contained ascent bottle.
5. Responding correctly to vertigo prevents an unpleasant experience from becoming a serious
problem.
• Vertigo is losing your sense of balance and orientation, and can cause nausea as well as
stress.
• Reestablish yo ur sense of orientation by making contact with a fixed object.
• If that’s not possible, watch your bubbles and consult your depth gauge for up-and-down
orientation and whether you’re rising or descending. Hugging yourself may also help.
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The continued support of your dive club is essential to its longevity. No other forum in Brevard County offers divers the opportunities like this club does. The Renewal fees for 2005 will remain the same as 2004:
$25 for a single member and $35 for a family membership. Your membership fees continue to be a value.
Please fill out the following information and your check made out to the Down Under Dive Club or DUDC
to our new address at :
PO Box 360105
Melbourne, Florida 32936-0105
Renewal fees can also be paid at the next club meeting! If you have any questions, please call the Membership Director, Marty Munnich at 253-4713.

DUDC Membership Renewal Application
Name: ____________________________

Highest Certification Level(s):__________

Family Members Name(s) (If renewing a family membership):

Highest Certification Level(s)

Membership Type (Check One): SINGLE ($25. 00) __________ FAMILY ($35. 00) __________
Current Mailing Address:
____________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ___________________

Cell or Work phone (optional): _________________

E-mail (Optional):
______________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact (Name/Phone):
Emergency Contact Information:

Name of Person to Contact in Case of Emergency

Relationship (I.e., Friend, Spouse, etc)

Telephone Number
How would you like to receive your monthly newsletter (please check one):
c

May 2005

E-Mail

c

Regular Mail
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Wanted
New Dive Coordinators that Want to

Dive For FREE!!!
Contact Michael Wheat
for Details (321) 727-1028
Or
mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Down Under Dive Club
PO Box 360105
Melbourne, Florida 32936-0105
www.downunderdiveclub.com

