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            Last Month was a busy month.  We had several successful dives 
(just check out the trip reports), and, of course, Diver’s Day on April 24th.  
A great way to officially start the “diving season.”  More great dives are 
coming in the next few months as well as a Clam Bake in July to cele-
brate DUDC’s 20th Anniversary.   
 
            This month’s club meeting is Wednesday, May 12th.  Judy and Bill 
Shepherd return with some terrific and new slides from their Pacific Trips 
taken during this last year. Their program will include slides from Tahiti 
and the South Pacific, Yap, Palau and new slides from Bill's last trip to 
Truk Lagoon. Please join us for some great shots and information on a 
group trip they are planning to Palau for 2005. Additionally, this month we 
are raffling away a free 2 tank Dive Charter for a Club sponsored Dive in 
the year 2004.  If you didn’t get your ticket at Diver’s Day you still have 
time to get your tickets and win. 
 
Check out the Calendar and May & June Club dives for all the excit-
ing upcoming events! 
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Dive Quiz  by Phil 
 

Question:  
Blood pressure is lower 
underwater than it is on 
land.  

True or False? 
 

(Answer on page 8) 
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Diver’s Day 2004 
 
Approximately 100 visitors attended the Diver Day event on April 24th.   
The Diver Day not only raised awareness of Dive Safety & Education is-
sues but also raised community awareness of the American Red Cross 
Programs. 
 
Dr. Michael Ott of MIMA, Mr. Joel Dovenbarger of Divers Alert Network, 
Dr. Paul Buza of the Brevard Regional Hyperbaric Center, Dr. Arthur Ar-
nold of the Kennedy Space Center, Mr. Larry Collins & Mr. Manual 
DeLeon of United Space Alliance, Dr. John Shenker of the Florida Insti-
tute of Technology and Mr. Steve Mortel of PADI were the main speakers 
of the day. Prize donations were raffled off at approximately 3pm with 
Dixie Divers /JND Scuba Center of Palm Bay and HATT’s Diving Head-
quarters of Melbourne donating the “big ticket” items such as masks, dive 
computers, & SCUBA travel luggage. 
 
Thanks to everyone who volunteered and attended Diver Day 2004. 



DUDC DIVE & EVENT CALENDAR 

Event  Time Location/
Charter 

 Member's Cost  
(Non-members 

Extra)  

 Coordinator 
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Club  
Meeting  

Wednesday,  
5/12/04  

@ 7:30 p.m. 

Hyperbaric  
Chamber  

 Free   Martin  
 253-4713 

info@downunderdiveclub.com 

West Palm Beach 
Dive 

Saturday, 
5/22/2004  

@ 8:30 a.m.** 

Pura Vida Divers  $45.50 + tanks 
($4 air/$8 nitrox)  

Debi  
728-7243 

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board of  
Director's Meeting 

Tuesday, 
5/25/03  

@ 7 p.m. 

Melbourne  
Library 

 Free   info@downunderdiveclub.com 

3 Tank & Dinner 
Club Dive 

Saturday,  
5/29/04 

Narcosis $70 + tanks Michael  
727-1028 

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

Almost Full Moon 
Dive 

Saturday,  
6/5/04 

Starfish Enter-
prise 

$55 + tanks Michael  
727-1028 

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Club  
Meeting  

Wednesday,  
6/9/04  

@ 7:30 p.m. 

Hyperbaric  
Chamber  

 Free   Martin  
 253-4713 

info@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board of  
Director's Meeting 

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.   
You are not signed up for a dive until you have paid in full for the day trips  or a deposit for the weekend trips.  If you are inter-

ested in running a dive, please contact  Michael at 727-1028 for more information. 
Divers not belonging to DUDC add $5  

 
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)   

 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 
paid replacement divers.  Exceptions can be made in the event of a death in the family or illness with Board approval.  Money and 

deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC 

Tuesday, 
6/22/03  

@ 7 p.m. 

Melbourne  
Library 

 Free   info@downunderdiveclub.com 

4th of July Night 
Dive 

Sunday, 
7/4/04 

Pura Vida Divers TBD Debi  
728-7243 

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com 

West Palm Beach 
Dive 

Saturday, 
6/26/2004  

@ 8:30 a.m.** 

Pura Vida Divers  $45.50 + tanks 
($4 air/$8 nitrox)  

Debi  
728-7243 

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com 

Lantana Dive Saturday ,  
7/10/04 @ 8 am** 

Starfish Enter-
prise 

$45 + tanks Michael  
727-1028 

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 
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West Palm Beach Dive Trip Report 
 

Location:  Singer Island, Florida 
Charter Boat:  Pura Vida Divers 
Date:  April 3, 2004 
 
            What a great day to be diving!  After gathering at Phil Foster Park and trying to load all our 
multitude of gear on the Sirena (Pura Vida grabs your gear and loads it for you), Jeri Curley, Char-
lie Almeda, Russell Bremmer, and Gary and I were on our way for some great diving.  Despite a 
slightly chilly breeze, it was a great day to be out on the water.    With flat seas making the ride 
comfortable, we headed out to the first dive of the day.  
 
            Our first dive of the day was at South Flower Gardens.  Visibility was 50-60 feet.  Water 
tempuratures were still at a slightly cool 76 degrees, but definitely getting warmer.    There were 
schools of grunts and other tropicals along with a couple of loggerhead turtles (I only saw one, I 
was too busy taking pictures to notice that another turtle was right behind me), a huge Florida 
Horse Conch, Scorpion fish, spotted moray eels and a small nurse shark.   
 
            The second dive of the day was at Fourth Windows.  Another great dive site with lots of 
marine life and fabulous coral reefs.  The reef was teeming with grunts, angelfish and trumpetfish.  
All too soon, the dive was was over and it was time to head back to dock.   
 
            After saying goodbye to Jeri, Charlie and Russell, Gary and I stayed on the boat and went 
out on the afternoon charter.  It was such a nice day, we just couldn’t leave without a couple more 
dives.  For this trip, the captain and crew of Pura Vida let us try out their brand new underwater 
scooters.  We first went to Paul’s Reef .  The visibility on this dive was phenomenal— at least 80 
feet!  This is my favorite dive site for a reason, there were so many fish, that at times you couldn’t 
see the reef through all the fish.  We also saw three huge southern stingrays, one of which was 
gracious enough to pose for some pictures.  This was type of dive that makes you grateful that 
you live here and glad that you are lucky enough to dive. 
 
            Next stop and last dive of the day was at Elevator Shaft which is part of the Breakers Reef.  
Still fabulous visibility.  The water was so blue that it was almost surreal.  Along with the usual 
plethora of grunts, angels, trumpetfish, blue chromis and other tropicals, we saw a stone crab, lob-
sters and a large green moray eel.  Too soon the dive was over and we had to surface.  Thank-
fully, the crew of the Sirena was nice enough to help us unload our gear.  Four dives makes you 
tired, though pleasantly so and we were grateful for the extra indulgence.  It was a great day of 
diving. 

                        D. Buck 
More Photos of this Dive and other dives at http://www.downunderdiveclub.com/photoalbum/ 



 

Lantana Easter Dive  
Trip Report 

 
Location:  Lantana, Florida 
Charter Boat:: Starfish Enterprise 
Date:  April 10, 2004 
 
            While it was a cloudy day, there was very little wind which meant flat 
seas again and great diving.  Bill Allen, Phil Kellner, Jessica Buck, Gary Buck 
and, of course, me met at the dock behind the Old Key Lime House in Lantana 
and boarded the Starfish Enterprise.  Luckily we got there a little early, because 
it appeared that we weren’t the only ones taking advantage of the great condi-
tions and the boat was full. 
 
            After a pleasant boat ride, we arrived at Delray Ledges.  This site has very prominent 
ledges and large undercuts and as we can attest to, lots of fish.  Obviously in a silly mood, me 
and my bunny ears (and, yes  I kept them on the whole dive– it was an Easter dive after all), 
jumped in for a great dive with the rest of the group.  Top to bottom visibility and 76 degree  
water was the setting  for the day.  Delray Ledges offered us a plethora of fish life and great 
ledges to look under for critters.  Almost as soon as we descended, Jessica spotted a small 
nurse shark just off the reef, who decided to leave when I tried to get a closeup.  We also saw 
several yellow stingrays and a spotted moray eel completely out in the open. 
 
After the inevitable ascent and a short boat ride to Seagate, our next dive, Captain Craig let us 
spend our surface interval playing in the water.  Visibility was still amazing and several of us 
were watching the fish on the reef below, including a huge loggerhead and several groupers.  
After our allotted surface interval, we  all geared up and jumped in for dive number two.  Another 
great dive, with lots of tropicals as well as a Spanish lobster, more yellow stingrays and lots of 
juveniles.  All too soon, we had to surface and return to land.  With such great diving, we‘ll have 
to come back soon. 
 

D. Buck 
More Photos of this Dive and other dives at http://www.downunderdiveclub.com/photoalbum/ 
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Phil Foster Park Project AWARE Cleanup 
Date:  April 25, 2004 
Sponsored By:  Pura Vida Divers, SS Minnow Charters,  
                            Project Aware, Lagoonkeepers.org 
 
            After a morning boat cleanup dive, we rushed back to Phil Foster Park to participate in the underwater 
cleanup.  As many of you are aware, you can only safely dive Blue Heron Bridge at high slack tide.  Luckily, 
Captain Dean with Pura Vida got us back to the park just in time to register for the cleanup, gear up and jump 
in.   
 
            There were people both in the water and in the topside involved in the cleanup effort.  Fifty-Five people 
in all participated in the event and picked up in excess of 500 lbs of trash!  Prizes were given out for the largest 
trash, the most unique trash and the most trash.  There was also a drawing for prizes.  Prizes ranged from free 
dive trips,  free scooter rentals to lights and slapstraps.  Everyone received a t-shirt for participating and free 
food.  It was a great community effort and the sponsors should be commended for all their hard work and effort 
put into organizing and overseeing this event.           

            D. Buck 
 

 

West Palm Beach Cleanup Dive  
Trip Report 

Location:  Singer Island, Florida 
Charter Boat:  Pura Vida Divers 
Date:  April 3, 2004 
 
            After arriving at the Dive Center at 7 am, we quickly checked in and headed toward Phil Foster 
Park where the boat was docked.  Eleven of us signed up to clean up a couple reefs:  Al and Kath-
leen Audet; Shannon Anderson; Russell Bremmer, Dermot Quinn, Sean Janne; Dale Purchase; and 
my family of divers, Jessica, James, Gary and I. 
 
            First stop on our mission to save the ocean was Dive-A-Rama where we all jumped in to col-
lect trash.  Fortunately, the reefs were in pretty good shape.  There was very little trash, though Shan-
non managed to find an anchor and a large quantity of rope.  The other trash recovered was fairly 
small.   
 
            Our second site was Elevator Shaft.  This site was also fairly pristine.  The trash we did find 
had been down long enough to become homes to marine life so we left it alone.  While we didn’t bring 
up tons of trash, we did make an valient effort to conserve our marine enviroment and managed to 
have a couple of nice dives as well.  After getting back on board the Sirena, we hurried back to the 
dock so we could arrive by high tide and participate in the Park cleanup. 
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Saturday, May 22nd —  
 
WPB Drift Dive with Pura Vida Divers. Join DUDC and  Pura Vida Divers as do some great diving off 
West Palm Beach. Price is $45.50 + tanks (if we fill all 12 spaces the price goes down) Space is limited, 
so reserve your spot early.  Contact Debi (321) 728-7243 or dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com for more 
information. 
 
Saturday May 29th —  
 
3 Tank & Dinner Club Dive.  The Dive club has made special arrangements with the dive charter Narco-
sis to buy out the boat for a Saturday afternoon 3 tank dive with lunch. This means that only participants 
from the dive club with be on the boat. If you are like me, a two tank dive is never quite enough to satisfy 
my diving appetite. And since most dive charters only run 3 tank dives on the weekday, it makes it a chal-
lenge to do one. But now we have a GREAT opportunity to hang out with our fellow club members on a 
Saturday afternoon and take in 3 dives and enjoying a light dinner on the boat. We will also be doing this 
dive on a 50+ foot boat powered by twin cater-pillar diesel engine and is one of the fastest, newest, and 
most comfortable dive boats in West Palm. Cost for the dive will be $70. Air tanks are available off the 
boat for $5 each and Nitrox for $10 each. Contact Michael Wheat for more information or to sign up at 
mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com or via phone at 727-1028. Event  
 
Saturday, June 5th — at 
 
Almost Full Moon Dive.  Join the DUDC on a great 2 tank night dive under the light of the full moon 
(well, almost full), on board the Starfish Enterprise out of Lantana.  We did this dive last year and it was  
phenomenal!  Don’t wait to sign up, this one will fill up fast.  Cost for the dive will be $55 + tanks.  Contact 
Michael Wheat for more information or to sign up at mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com or via phone at 
727-1028. Event  
 
Saturday, June 26th —  
 
WPB Drift Dive with Pura Vida Divers. Join DUDC and  Pura Vida Divers as do some great diving off 
West Palm Beach. Price is $45.50 + tanks (if we fill all 12 spaces the price goes down) Space is limited, 
so reserve your spot early.  Contact Debi (321) 728-7243 or dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com for more 
information. 

You Could Be 
Here!! 
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2nd Annual X-Treme Beach Party.  Location/Date:  Holiday Inn Melbourne Oceanfront Concert Pavilion Sunday, 
May 23rd  Noon to 10 pm.  The Extreme Beach Party is a annual event to bring local talents and the public to-
gether. This years party is expected to be a real blowout! Coral Reef Research will be providing information on 
several reef topics and also distributing bulletins on the brachypus problem in Florida. They  will be accepting con-
tributions and divers can sign up on our volunteers list to participate with us in upcoming dives.  For more informa-
tion on the Coral Reef Research, check out their website at www.reefsavers.org. 
 
10% Discount for DUDC Members with Pura Vida Divers.  Pura Vida Divers in Singer Island is offering a dis-
count for all DUDC members.  Pura Vida offers daily scuba diving charters, instruction, open water referrals, dive 
vacation packages, and scuba diving and snorkeling equipment sales, service, and rentals as well as enriched air 
(nitrox) and air fills.  Mention that you are a DUDC member and receive a discount.  *** Pura Vida now has un-
derwater scooters available for rent [$25]. *** Contact Pura Vida Divers at (888) DIVE WPB (348-3972) or e-
mail at info@puravidadivers.com.  Check out the website:  www.puravidadivers.com 
 
Summer SCUBA Camp for kids - PDI is offering several summer SCUBA Camps for kids ages 12 and up. 
These camps will be a weeklong experience for young people who have the motivation and desire to get certified 
as PADI OW or PADI Jr. OW Divers. The camp consists of one week of classes and a weekend. (for the four re-
quired open water dives.) Class size will be limited to 8. PDI Senior instructor, Judy Shepherd, a PADI MSDT with 
a Master's Degree in Science Ed., will be teaching these classes. They will begin shortly after regular school ends 
for the summer. Call PDI at 254-1200 for schedules, cost and more details. Let your kids do something really 
meaningful this summer that will last a lifetime!!!!! 
 
DUDC Members, Judy and Bill Shepherd are planning a trip in June to Riding Rock Inn, San Salvador Baha-
mas, the week of 26 June - 3 July, 2004. This is one of the premier wall diving destinations in the Caribbean . 
They have made more than 20 trips to SS, and can make sure that you get to dive all the very best walls of the 
more than 40 dives available only minutes from your room. They have made reservations for 12 people and have 
8 slots remaining. This trip is one of the best values you will ever find to a top rated diving location. The diver's 
package is only $1350 (dbl occ) for the week and includes a deluxe room on the water, (AC, TV & Fridge) all 
meals, and three wall dives a day (18) Riding Rock has a fresh water pool, beautiful empty beaches, gorgeous 
walls, great marine life, the most stunning visibility and blue water you will see anywhere.   If you wish to go with 
the Shepherds and are a DUDC member, they will discount your package $75.00! There is a Riding Rock charter 
flight available from Fort Lauderdale - departing Sat. a.m. (26th) returning the following Sat. before 2 p.m. 
(Transportation to and from San Salvador is not included in the package price.) For more information or to reserve 
a spot - call Judy or Bill Shepherd at 777-1227. A $100.00 deposit is all that is needed to reserve your place on 
this great one week diving adventure!. (Balance must be paid in full by May 20.) 
 
Hatt’s Diving Headquarters offers a 10% discount for DUDC members.  Stop by the shop at 2006 S. Front 
Street  Melbourne, FL. (321) 723-5932 and ask for details. 
 
Divers Wanted  (No Experience Necessary) —  Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is looking for enthusiastic di-
vers who wish to participate in the exploration of our Underwater World.  By joining our club you will not only be 
kept informed of upcoming chances to further your diving skills and experience, but also be eligible for discount 
prices on dives.  You will also get a subscription to our monthly newsletter.  For more information call Martin Mun-
nich  at 253-4713  or send an e-ail to info@downunderdiveclub.com 
 
Do you have something you’re looking to buy, sell, trade or give away or just an announcement you would like to make, drop me a line at 

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com and we can put it in the newsletter for you.  
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Want to receive the newsletter by email and enjoy the newsletter in full color?  
Send us an e-mail and ask to be put on the list. 

DUDC DUDC 
Bulletin BoardBulletin Board:: 
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April’s Prize Winners 
 

Door Prize Winners: 
 

Bobbi Bojerski—Tank Keychain w/ o rings 
Judy Shepard—Small Dry Box 

James Buck—Stamps 
Russell Bremmer — Scuba Equipment  

Maintenance Book 
Nitrox Book — Bill Shepard 

 
Raffle Winner:  

 
Carla Donovan was the winner of the  

AquaLung Fins donated by PDI 
 
 

Door prizes are given away at each club meeting.   
Come to the meeting and sign-in to win. 

Answer to Dive Quiz . . . 
 
Answer:  False 
 
Your body can lose heat rapidly in water. 
To reduce heat loss, your body restricts 
blood flow to the extremities. The shunting, 
called vasoconstriction, causes a greater 
than normal blood volume in your torso 
and increases your blood pressure slightly. 
Weightlessness in the water reduces the 
pooling of blood in your legs. A temporary 
blood pressure increase is not a problem 
except for those who have high blood 
pressure. 
 


