March 2004

Down Under Dive Club
March Club Meeting:
•

•
•

Judy and Bill Shepard will be presenting our program at the March Meeting on March 10th. Both have been
PADI Instructors for over 22 yrs and are currently teaching at PDI in Melbourne. They have traveled extensively
throughout the world, both job and scuba related. Their recent travels have included Truk Lagoon, Yap, and Palau in Micronesia and to the Islands of the South Pacific. They also traveled on the “Aqua Cat” throughout the
Exumas last year and have been to San Salvador, Bahamas at least 20 times to get their “wall diving fix.” Underwater photography became a hobby and a passion in 1986 and they have been taking photos ever since. They
will share some of their slides, talk about their trips and answer questions. They are planning to revisit these
places and more, this year and next and will be working for PDI as travel consultants.
The raffle this month is for a $50 gift certificate at Hatt’s Diving Headquarter.
Also, this is the month we elect our officers, don’t forget to come and cast your vote. (See Page 5 for nominated
officers)

March Club Dives:
Saturday, March 13th — Lantana Dive with Starfish Enterprise
Join the DUDC for great diving along Boynton Beach. The captain and crew of the Starfish Enterprise have always
treated us like the certified divers that we are & we are allowed to dive at our own pace and time limits. Depths ave rage 65 to 85 feet. Contact Debi or Gary to reserve your spot (321) 728-7243 or dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com
Saturday, March 27th — West Palm Beach Dive
Time again to join DUDC and Pura Vida Divers for some great drift diving
along West Palm Beach. Pura Vida goes out of their way to make sure
that your diving is safe and enjoyable. Space is limited, so reserve your
spot early. Contact Debi or Gary to reserve your spot (321) 728-7243 or
dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

Mark Your Calendars!!!
for Diver’s Day with PADI
Saturday, April 24th
Tentative Sponsors

Tentative Speakers

Dive Quiz by Phil
Question. A symptom of low
oxygen levels in the body is:
A. No symptom at all
B. Tunnel Vision
C. Tingling in extremity
D. Dizziness
(Answer on page 4)
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DUDC MARCH & APRIL DIVE & EVENT CALENDAR
EVENT

DATE

LOCATION

COST

DUDC Club Meeting

Wednesday,
3/10/04 @ 7:30 p.m.

Hyperbaric Chamber Melbourne
1698 West Hibiscus Boulevard

Free

Lantana/ Boynton Beach
Drift Diving

Saturday,
3/13/2004 @ 8 a.m.

Starfish Enterprise / Lantana

$40 + tanks
($5 air/$11 ni-

Join the DUDC for great diving along Boyton Beach. The captain and crew of the Starfish Enterprise have always treated
us like the certified divers that we are & we are allowed to dive at our own pace and time limits. Depths average 65 to 85
feet. Contact Debi or Gary to reserve your spot (321) 728-7243 or dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com
DUDC Board of Director's
Meeting

Tuesday,
3/23/03 @ 7 p.m.

Rooney's—2641 Palm Bay Rd NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905

Free

West Palm Beach Drift
Diving

Saturday,
3/27/03@ 8:30 am

Pura Vida Divers/ Singer Island

$45.50 + tank

Time again Pura Vida Divers for some great drift diving along West Palm Beach. Pura Vida goes out of their way to make
sure that your diving is safe and enjoyable. Space is limited, so reserve your spot early. Contact Debi or Gary to reserve
your spot (321) 728-7243 or dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

Lantana/ Boynton Beach Drift
Diving

Saturday,
4/10/2004 @ 8 a.m.

$40 + tanks
($5 air/$11 ni-

Starfish Enterprise / Lantana

Join the DUDC for great diving along Boyton Beach. The captain and crew of the Starfish Enterprise have always treated
us like the certified divers that we are and we are allowed to dive at our own pace and time limits. Depths average 65 to 85
feet. Contact Debi or Gary to reserve your spot (321) 728-7243 or dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

DUDC Club Meeting

4/14/04 @ 7:30 p.m.

Hyperbaric Chamber Melbourne
1698 West Hibiscus Boulevard

Free

Diver’s Day

Saturday, 4/24/04

Hyperbaric Chamber Melbourne
1698 West Hibiscus Boulevard

TBD

Mark your calendars! Diver's Day is back with lots of great presentations, booths and chances to win great prizes.

Reef Clean up Dive

Sunday,
4/25/03@ 8 am

Pura Vida Divers/ Singer Island

TBD

Help preserve our reefs by joining in the reef cleanup dive. Contact Debi or Gary to reserve your spot (321) 728-7243 or
dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com
Phil Foster Park Underwater
Clean Up

Sunday,
4/25/04

Sponsored by: Pura Vida Divers, SS Minnow Charters, Project Aware & Lagoonkeepers.org

Free

Cancellation Policy: Deposits will be refunded only with 2-week notice of the scheduled event, or a paid replacement diver. Exceptions
can be made in the event of a death in the family or illness and with board approval.
Money and deposits are refunded when dives are canceled by the Charter or DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.
You are not signed up for a dive until you have paid in full for the day trips or a deposit for the weekend trips. If you are interested in
running a dive, please contact Debi at 728-7243 for more information.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)
Divers not belonging to DUDC add $5
Page 2

Down Under Dive Club

Absolutely the Best Dive of the Year!
The forecast for January 31st did not look great. The seas were supposed to be 2 to 4 feet with
thunderstorms and cool weather all day. Well, it didn’t all of a sudden turn warm and sunny, but
the seas were relatively flat and the rain held off until we were almost back to the dock.
We went out with Pura Vida Divers. Our first dive at Elevator Shaft was phenomenal. Visibility
was 60’-70’ and there were so many different varieties of fish and marine life that we didn’t know
what to look at. There were eels almost everywhere we looked, a southern yellow sting ray and
a plethora of tropical fish. About the time we were getting ready to head up, good ole Murphy
paid me a visit and my primary regulator began freeflowing at 60’. Needless to say, I had my first
experience being on the receiving end of air sharing and there
would be no more divi ng for us that day.
Doesn’t sound like a great day of diving, but it was because
unbeknownst to us, Captain Dean had been topside listening
to reports of humpback whales in the area. After surfacing
and hearing that whales were in the area, we were all for
seeing if we could spot them. And boy did we spot them. We
first saw them near Governor's Riverwalk. Our boat and several other local dive operators watched 3 humpbacks
( including a cow and calf )
as they traveled south and
dazzled us as they breached, spyhopped, and lobtailed.
We watched the whales as they moved south crossing over
sections of Breaker's Reef for nearly two hours before heading home.
Despite the fact that our 2 tank dive turned into a one tank
dive, I feel privileged to have witnessed these beautiful creatures as they passed by. In fact, had
my regulator not broken, more than likely we would have missed this rare sighting. This dive
turned out to be the best dive of the year and, the best dive I have ever had.
D. Buck

April 22nd is Earth Day
More than 70% of the planet is covered by water and 80% of all life is found under the ocean
surface. 6.5 million tons of litter and 2.2 million tons of oil ends up in the ocean each year.
Help protect this important resource by participating in a local clean up event. Everyone can
make a difference.
•

WPB Reef Cleanup — Join the DUDC in an underwater reef cleanup along West Palm
Beach. Contact Debi @ (321) 728-7243 or dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com for more details.

•

The Phil Foster Park Project AWARE Clean Up is scheduled for Sunday, April 25th. Registration is scheduled
at 11:00 am with divers entering the water at 12:15 or thereabouts. The event will be sponsored by Pura Vida
Divers, SS Minnow Charters, Project AWARE and Lagoonkeepers.org. There will be prizes and free air tank
rentals. Contact Pura Vida Divers at (888) DIVE WPB (348-3972) or e-mail at info@puravidadivers.com
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Valentine’s Day Dive in West Palm Beach
Location: West Palm Beach, Florida
Charter Boat: Pura Vida Divers
Date: February 14, 2004
Hard to believe that it was really February. It was a beautiful
sunny day. The seas were about 1-2 feet and it looked like a
perfect day to go diving. After a short delay, Bill Allen, Marty
Munnich, Laurel LeFavor and my family of divers boarded the
Sirena for what we hoped would be a great day of diving.
Our first dive site was the Elevator Shaft. The Elevator Shaft got its name by how the
reef lines up with the elevator shaft of the Breakers Hotel. Visibility was around 40’ 50’. This is always a nice dive. We saw walls of fish, several spootted moray eels
and a huge turtle that must have been pretty old considering all the barnacles on his
back.
During our first dive the wind had picked up a bit and along with it, the seas. Waves
were 2-4 feet, still manageable, but definitely more bumpy. Our second dive was at
Dive-O-Rama, another section of the Breaker’s reef. Shortly after our descent we
spotted a lionfish. It is presumed that the lionfish was released from someone’s
aquarium and has been spotted regularly in this area. An exotic species, the native
range of a lionfish is the Indo-Pacific. Although they are very popular for saltwater
tanks, this beautiful fish is very dangerous. Their dorsal, anal, and pelvic spines are
highly venomous and capable of severe pain, paralysis, and, in rare cases, death.
We were very careful to keep our distance but could not resist taking several photos.
As if seeing this rare fish wasn’t enough, we also spotted a large green moray eel
and a large southern ray. Turns out that this was a great day for diving.
D. Buck

February’s Prize Winners

Answer to Dive Quiz . . .
Answer. A. No symptom at all.

Raffle Winner:
Marcia Barnes won the Akona Dry Duffle Bag
Door prizes are given away at each club meeting.
Come to the meeting and sign-in to win.
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Hypoxia gives no warning. The absence of
symptoms is dangerous. Low oxygen
levels, such as those you create with excessive hyperventilation or incorrect
breathing while exerting yourself, are very
hazardous. Always breathe correctly while
diving.
Down Under Dive Club

Unscramble the words below:

President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Membership:
Secretary:
Dive Coordinator:
Safety Officer:
DUDC Editor:
Members at Large:

Debi Buck
Bob Carmichael
Ed Givens
Martin Munnich
Laurel LeFavor
Michael Wheat
Phil Kellner
Debi Buck

Concession Master: Tom Butler
Webmaster:
Shannon Anderson
Come to the March Meeting and cast your vote!

cks . 2. elie·ore vpgsg is · speigel grove .
3.a
1. kcwe·r s is · wre
oucshuhl·pdsbis·adolphusbusch.
4.weakrrrvsegvorlon·iis·
6.
governorsriverwalk.
5.antnpc·oytaiis·captaintony.
7.mpz·ahiis·mizpah.
8.
rsc·napnieesnis·princessanne.
snskra·in u is · uss rankin .
9. s·marialy is · amarilys .
10.ereape
mros·is·seaemperor.
11.eccrrorhbs·eknwieis·breconshire
wreck. 12. leebr· is · rebel .

Officer Nominations:

1. kcwe r s________________
2. elie ore vpgsg________________
3. a oucshuhl pdsb________________
4. weakrrr vsegvorlon i________________
5. a ntnpc oytai________________
6. rsc napniees n________________
7. mp z ahi________________
8. snskra inu________________
9. s marialy ________________
10. ereape mros ________________
11. eccrrorhbs eknwie ________________
12. leebr ________________

Bulletin Board :
Free to a good home: Bill and Judy
Shepard are giving away many lbs of lead
weights (2 to 6 lbs). They will be bringing
them to the March Club Meeting for adoption.
Firstcome-first-take.

Divers Wanted
(No Experience Necessary)

Do you have something you’re looking to
buy, sell, trade or give away drop me a line,
at dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com and we
can put it in the newsletter for you.
Want to receive the newsletter by email?
Send an e-mail and ask to be put on the list.

Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is looking for
enthusiastic divers who wish to participate in the
exploration of our Underwater World. By joining
our club you will not only be kept informed of upcoming chances to further your diving skills and experience, but also be eligible for discount prices on
dives. You will also get a subscription to our
monthly newsletter.
For more information call Martin Munnich
at 253-4713

Check out our new website!!!!!
http://www.downunderdiveclub.com
March 2004
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IT'S MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME AGAIN!
Attention all Members! Unless you joined the club within the last three months (or you receive a
complimentary copy of the newsletter - "C" above your name on the mailing label), then your membership is due to expire at the end of February. The renewal fees are $25 for a single or $35 for a family membership. Please complete the
following form, detach it, and include a check made out to Down Under Dive Club at:
Down Under Dive Club
PO Box 360105
Melbourne, Florida 32936-0105
Dues can also be paid at the next club meeting! If you have any questions, please call the Membership
Director, Marty Munnich at 253-4713.
DUDC Membership Renewal Application
Name: ___________________________________________
Family Members Name(s) (If renewing a family membership): ___________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Membership Type (Check One): SINGLE ($25. 00) __________ FAMILY ($35. 00) __________
Highest Certification Level(s):______________________________________________________________
Current Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ___________________________________________________________________________
Work Phone/Pager/Fax (Optional): _________________________________________________________
E-mail (Optional): _______________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact (Name/Phone): ________________________________________________________

Down Under Dive Club
PO Box 360105
Melbourne, Florida 32936-0105
www.downunderdiveclub.com

