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June’s DUDC Monthly Meeting is
Wednesday, June 13th @ 7:30 p.m.
Are you curious about "diving doubles" and carrying a stage bottles?
Have you asked yourself, "Do I need a backplate? Are wings a good
thing?" Did you every wonder what more you can see below the 120
ft recreational dive limit? Our June meeting will provide answer to
these questions and many more as Dale Purchase, DUDC Safety
Officer presents an overview of Technical Diving. Dale has many
years of diving experience including cave, wreck, photography, technical and mixed gas specialities. He'll demonstrate some of the gear
used in technical diving and share the experiences of the deep. We
hope to see you there!

Mother Nature held off her showers and brought a bright, sunny
day to our annual member and guest beach picnic and cookout.
People often say a measure of a good picnic is how many ants
show up. Well we didn’t have many ants but we were really feeling the LOVE….yes, May flowers bring love bug showers. Our
thanks go out to Michael and Bill who served as a head chefs and
grill masters. Divers (and future divers) of all ages joined in the
fun including games on the grass, frolicking on the beach and relaxing on the picnic tables sharing diving stories. We enjoyed
tasty treats, two visitors from DC (these guys will travel a long way
for a free hot dog) and camaraderie with dive buddies. Thanks to
all who contributed to making this a Florida fun-shine day.
Rochelle Hood
Vice President

** More pics on Page 2!!!
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Our monthly meetings are held every
month on the 2nd
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month at 7:30 pm at
the
Indian River Lagoon
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3275 Dixie HWY. NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905

DUDC Event & Activity Calendar

Event

Time

Member's Cost

DUDC Club
Meeting Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
6/13/2007
@ 7:30 p.m

Free

Popano Club Dive

Saturday,
$45 pp + tanks
6/9/2007 @ 12:30am

DUDC Board Meeting

Tuesday,
6/19/2007 @ 7 pm

Bonaire 2007

June 22nd—June
29th

DUDC Club
Meeting Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
7/11/2007
@ 7:30 p.m

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail
Bill Allen

Michael Wheat

info@downunderdiveclub.com

michael@downunderdiveclub.com
info@downunderdiveclub.com

Free

Bill Allen

info@downunderdiveclub.com

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the
scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation
period is subject to board approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.
Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)
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President’s Message – June 2007
June brings warmer water and more divers on the boats. I’m already noticing the dive boats getting
more crowded as the water temps rise. You can tell we are back into the full swing of things. Although, Mother Nature still reminds us from week to week who is boss! We have an active dive
schedule coming up, so make sure you keep an eye on the web site calendar and sign up early as
slots are going fast this year. Speaking of active dives season, I think everyone would agree that
Tom Croonquist is doing an OUTSTANDING job in this new role as dive coordinator. His shore/
beach dives have brought something new to the club that we have not had in years and they are
VERY popular. If you have not had the chance to check out one of his trips yet, I highly suggest
giving it a shot!
I want to thank Rochelle for all the hard work she put in on last month’s picnic. She did a great job
of organizing the activities and the food and made sure everyone that was there had a good time.
Heck, I don’t know how she did it, but by the time we had everything set up that morning, the huge
swarm of love bugs that we started off with were gone. Whatever you did to make them go away
Rochelle, you should bottle it up and sell it :-)
We are just a few weeks away from the clubs 2007 dive vacation. We went to Bonaire in 2006 and
had such a great time, we decided to head back again this year. Please keep us in your thoughts
and prayers as we travel back on June 22nd. I hope to have a video presentation of the trip ready
for the July Ice Cream Social. I am also working on putting the final touches on the 2008 dive vacation for the club. After doing Bonaire for two years, we are going to venture off and try something
new. I’m deep into research right now trying to find the best diving opportunities that also have
good deals for the club. I have been getting a lot of input from friends in the club as well as experienced dive vacation travelers across the country. I’ve narrowed it down to two choices and am
working to get the best deal right now. We should be announcing the trip in July this year. So start
saving up now :-)
VERY IMPORTANT: We are going to be discussing a very important topic at the June meeting. As
a board we have been giving some consideration to moving up the start time of our general meetings from 7:30 to 7:00pm. We really need some feedback on this subject. I am going to ask for
feedback during the meeting, but if you will not be able to be there and would like to voice your
opinion, please drop me an email or give me a call.
I hope to see everyone on the 13th of June! And don’t forget, our annual Ice Cream social is just
around the corner!
See you down under!
Michael Wheat
michael@downunderdiveclub.com

The “Race” to the finish line.
Location: Jupiter, FL
Date: May 19, 2007
Charter: Jupiter Dive Center
Author: Michael Wheat
We woke up Saturday with a forecast of 2-4 feet in the morning and
then things getting nasty after 2pm as a storm front moved in. So the
race was on! Would we make it back to the dock before the weather
took a turn for the worse? All indications pointed towards yes, so we
headed out to sea with scuba tanks in tow.
We had 15 people signed up for the trip, so Jupiter Dive Center put us
on their new boat – the Temptation. Yep, that’s right. Captain Paul
has moved his boat to JDC and now they are running two boats at that
location. This is a welcome change. I have always enjoyed diving with
Captain Paul, but the logistics he had at his prior location made it less
desirable. And Jupiter Dive Center had simply gotten too busy with their one boat. By joining forces, they
have created a better situation for themselves and their customers.
Thank you to Hank, Keith, Tuyet, Rick, Bill, Bob, Jeri, Ken, Terry, Michael Bracket, Mike Walsh, and John for
coming out with the club. Although I think John needs to be thanking his WIFE! You know you married a
special lady when she lets you go diving on your wedding anniversary! Seriously John, congratulations to
you and your wife on the first 35 years of your marriage and here is to another successful 34 years!
For the first dive of the day we decided to
head south in search of blue water and
sharks! We ended up doing one of our
perennial favorites – Area 51. This site is
known for its dramatic ledge structure
and SHARKS galore! I’ve done this site
a ton and almost without fail you will always see at least a good half dozen
sharks. Many times all at the same
time :-0 Today was no different. As soon as we hit the bottom there
were sharks, turtles and eels. Jeri mentioned seeing all three as soon as
she hit the bottom. That is always a good sign that you are about to have a good dive! Water temp was a
refreshing 78-79 degrees most of the day. Although visibility probably only peeked around 40-50 feet. One
thing several people commented on was the amount of Juvenile fish we were seeing on the dives. Which is
pretty atypical for this area as it is a little deeper. But I did find a nice Juvenile Queen Angel – but the dang
thing would not sit still and pose for me. I must have chased him up and down the ledge for 5 minutes trying
to get a decent shot. I don’t know if I ever got it, but the best I managed is pictured left. For me, I love seeing Juvenile fish. They usually stay well seclude and I don’t see them very often.

When we headed out of the inlet that morning the seas were rolling around 2 feet.
By the time we had finished our first dive, they were building to 2-4. Nothing bad
and still very comfortable. But Captain Paul suggested that we stay south on the
deeper ledges in hopes of better visibility. We all agreed and so for our second
dive we hit a site called “North Juno”. This was a new site for me, but we have all

done Juno Ledge a lot so we were hopeful for a good dive. For the most part, I would say that it was a
good dive, but visibility was starting to decline. I would estimate on average we had 20-30 feet most of the
time. While the ledge structure started off a little small, it really opened up the last 20 minutes. And once
again we got to enjoy a lot of Juvenile’s and a relaxing drift dive.
The fun started once we surfaced. While we had been down, the front edge of the weather front had arrived and the seas were already picking up. Seas were already 3-4 feet consistently and that made getting
back on the boat a little tricky. Here is where I would have greatly appreciated a christmas tree ladder over
a platform! But we all made it on safely to the boat and we started our race back to shore. But half way
back the seas where getting worse and worse as they grew to 4-5 feet with the occasional 6 footer. But
you could tell we were all experienced divers. We had our gear stowed and we were all hanging on for the
ride. Well, except for me… I thought I would take a ride across the deck on my butt. Really… I just
wanted to say hello to Rick and Jeri!!!!!!

See you down under!
Michael Wheat
michael@downunderdiveclub.com

Blowing Rocks (Jupiter Island) and Blue Heron Bridge (Rivera Beach/ West Palm Area).
Hi everyone,
This is a report for our Dive today. Another long read…
It was another great day.
For such a windy day, and with the history of last weekend
winds, we had a great turnout for the Surf and Shore Dives on
May 26, 2007.
First stop, Bobbis’ house, the standard in Dive Excursion Meeting Places. As always, thanks to Bobbi for having us over.
We had a total of 7 people meeting at Bobbis’, two more friends
joined us a Blue Heron. From the club it was me, Bobbi,
Heather, Jeri, Mike and Ed. We had a visitor with us today, Kyle, a future diver in the works.
As planned, just a little after noon we pulled out of Melbourne in a carpool/caravan. We got to Blowing Rocks
just a little after 2pm. What a beautiful beach. We were
greeted by a happy Park Ranger and when I asked him
how he was doing today, his simple reply… “Great, I
work at the beach, could it get any better?” Not a bad
reply a for 60 something retired Firefighter with a
pierced ear. I think we should nickname him “Ranger
Dude”.

Well anyway the parking lot a Blowing Rocks was full so Ranger Dude walked across the
street and unlocked the overflow parking. While driving down the beach road and looking at
the pristine sandy beaches with an ocean of water full of blues and greens topped with white
foam we knew Mother Nature wasn’t on our side for a dive, so we decided to Snorkel. We
grabbed our gear and headed to the beach, well everyone except for Jeri. Who seemed to
have the common sense to know we wouldn’t be getting wet. With camera in hand (imagine
that) she joined into the walk to the Ranger Station. Once we arrived and prepared to pay our
$2 and Ranger Dude was there with a smile and some
advice. We talked with him for about 10 minutes. He told
us of the wonders he has seen snorkeling the area. He
gave us a locals’ point of view of the reef and rock formations and their attributes. We followed his advice and
didn’t even get wet. The recent storms had brought a lot
of sand in (not out) and the water, although tempting
neon colors of the aqua spectrum, had zero viz.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
If you enjoy surf dives, this looks like it is going to be a
must do site! Especially when it is only 20 minutes away from Blue Heron. Talk about a way to
complete a day when diving Blue Heron. Unfortunately this site is like the coast of Brevard or
Vero Beach… great dives when there is viz but there isn’t often viz… Keep your eye on the viz
and a tank ready to go. At anytime this will be a great spur of the moment destination. Be
ready to go when there is viz.
We bugged out of Blowing Rocks after about 30 minutes. Ranger Dude was great guy. We got
to Blue Heron about 90 minutes ahead on anticipated schedule, 2 hours before high tide. It
was all good. We walked and talked and relaxed, Dave and his wife met up with this. We got
in the water about a little after 4:30pm, did the phlats (I know most people think it should be
“flats”…) Mike, Ed and me went out the sunken sailboat in the flats and the rest of the dive
team headed towards the bridge. Ed, Mike and me hung out by the sailboat, (I played with my
new camera) and then scuba’d down to the relief bridge. Along the way several of us were accosted by a Bull Manatee… that’s what I said… “a Bull Manatee…” It’s spring time and something is in the air. We got to the bridge in perfect timing and what sights there were. Plenty of
juveniles, large snook and plenty of bugs. Water, 81 degrees and The Viz 25 to 40 feet, depending what was happening at the time. Large schools of fish would swim through and viz
would drop. The place was absolutely loaded with life today. All in all I’d have to say the average down time at Blue Heron was about 70 minutes.
The park was packed with people, and it will be for the next 6 months, but man what a great
dive.
Afterwards off to The Brass Ring.
Man, does it get better?
Remember, as always…
Work Sucks, I’m going diving.
See ya,
Tom C.

The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east
central coast of Florida. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers,
DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to promote safe,
organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and
encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our
past dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We
organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, liveaboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers. There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to
65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:30 PM at the
Indian River Lagoon House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1
in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA
diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and
have some fun! If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at
info@downunderdiveclub.com
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