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Since 1984
The August Club Meeting is August 11th at 7:30 p.m.

The diving has been phenomenal lately (as you can see from all our trip reports)! Water
is clear and warm and the seas are flat. Our Dive Coordinator, Michael Wheat, has done a wonderful job of planning several dive trips over the next few months, so be sure to check out the
calendar. We have lots of great dives coming up, so take advantage of the wonderful conditions and do some diving!!!
Our Guest Speaker for the August Club Meeting is Dan Wagner, President of Mother
Ocean Foundation. The topic will be Dolphin / Human Interface. Mr. Wagner became a certified
diver in the 1950s, was one of the first 25 nationally certified YMCA instructors in the United
States. He has certified over 5,000 divers. In addition, he was a volunteer with search and recovery teams and contributed to the first rescue manual describing search patterns for police and fire
department rescue teams. He has made underwater films since the 1960s when he filmed the
Real 8 Treasure diving recoveries with famed underwater treasure hunter, Mel Fisher. He is currently producing videos through his production company, Peanut Butter Productions Inc. Has
owned and operated 3 Live Aboard Dive boats that traveled to the Bahamas. Check out the
Mother Ocean Foundation’s website at http://www.ourmotherocean.org/.
Marine Life Quiz by James
What kind of turtle am I?
A. Loggerhead Turtle
B. Atlantic Ridley
C. Hawksbill Turtle
D. Green Turtle or
E. Leatherback

(Answer on page 10)
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Dive Quiz by Phil
Question: A medical exam for
diving is recommended when
learning to dive and:
A. Every year thereafter
B. Every other year thereafter
C. Every other year thereafter
until age forty
D. Annually after age forty
E. Answers C and D are both
correct
(Answer on page 10)
Board of Directors

You’re Invited

We at DOWN UNDER DIVE CLUB invite everyone
interested in SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and
have some fun! Our mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and encourage safety & environmental responsibility among the
diving community. We offer an average of 2 discounted dives a month as well as monthly
meetings with a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. Meetings are held on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month at 7:30 PM at the Brevard Regional Hyperbaric Chamber, 1698
W. Hibiscus Boulevard ,Melbourne.
For more information call Martin Munnich at 253-4713 or e-mail to
info@downunderdiveclub.com. Check out the website at www.downunderdiveclub.com!
In addition to our dive & event calendar, dive related news and a diver’s forum, our monthly newsletter and a continually growing collection of member photos from our dives are posted on the
website .

President & DUDC
Newsletter Editor:

Debi Buck

Vice-President:

Bob Carmichael

Treasurer:

Ed Given

Secretary:

Laurel LeFavor

Membership:

Marty Munnich

Safety Officer:

Phil Kellner

Dive Coordinator:

Michael Wheat

Members At Large:
Webmaster:

Shannon Anderson

Concession
Master:

Tom Butler

DUDC DIVE & EVENT CALENDAR
Event

Time

Location/Charter

Member's
Cost

Payment
Due Date

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail

DUDC 20th
Anniversary Clam Bake

Sunday,
8/8/04 11 am to 4 pm

Sebastian Inlet State
Park

$2.50 per member
& BYOB

7/25/04

DUDC Club
Meeting

Wednesday,
8/11/04 @ 7:30 p.m.

Hyperbaric
Chamber

Free

3 Tank Afternoon Club
dive

Saturday,
8/14/04

Narcosis

$80 + tanks

Jupiter 2 tank Night dive.

Saturday,
8/21/04

Jupiter Dive Center

$40 + tanks

DUDC Board of
Director's Meeting

Tuesday,
8/24/2004 @ 7 p.m.

Telephone
Conference

Free - open to all
members

West Palm Beach Dive

Saturday,
8/28/2004 @ 8:30 a.m.**

Pura Vida Divers

$45.50 + tanks

DUDC Club
Meeting

Wednesday,
9/8/04 @ 7:30 p.m

Hyperbaric
Chamber

Free

West Palm Beach Dive

Saturday,
9/11/2004 @ 8:30 a.m.**

Pura Vida Divers

$45.50 + tanks

Keys Trip

Saturday & Sunday
9/25/ & 9/26

Conch Republic

$199

DUDC Board of
Director's Meeting

Tuesday,
9/28/2004 @ 7 p.m.

Telephone
Conference

Free - open to all
members

DUDC Club
Meeting

Wednesday,
10/6/04 @ 7:30 p.m

Hyperbaric
Chamber

Free

Hole in the Wall DIVE (3
tank w/ lunch)

Friday,
10/8/04

Jupiter Dive Center

$75 + tanks

9/24/04

Michael
727-1028

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

West Palm Beach Dive

Saturday,
10/16/04 @ 8 am

Narcosis

$50 + tanks

10/2/04

Michael
727-1028

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

DUDC Board of
Director's Meeting

Tuesday,
10/26/2004 @ 7 p.m.

Melbourne Library

Free - open to all
members

Halloween Eve 2 tank
Night Dive
(Costumes optional but
encouraged)

Saturday
10/30/04 - Time TBD

Pura Vida Divers

$55

10/16/04

Debi
728-7243

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

Laurel 2430789

info@downunderdiveclub.com

Martin
253-4713

info@downunderdiveclub.com

7/31/04

Michael
727-1028

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

8/7/04

Michael
727-1028

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com
info@downunderdiveclub.com

8/14/04

Debi
728-7243
Martin
253-4713

8/28/04

9/11/04

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com
info@downunderdiveclub.com

Debi
728-7243

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

Michael
727-1028

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Martin
253-4713

info@downunderdiveclub.com

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled
event or with a paid replacement divers. Exceptions can be made in the event of a death in the family or illness with
Board approval. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.
You are not signed up for a dive until you have paid in full for the day trips or a deposit for the weekend trips. If you are
interested in running a dive, please contact Michael at 727-1028 for more information.
Divers not belonging to DUDC add $5
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)
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4th of July Night Dive
Location: West Palm Beach, Florida
Charter Boat: Pura Vida Divers
Date: July 4, 2004
Let me start by saying—WOW! Not only was this a great dive, but it was with some
great people. What a great way to celebrate the Fourth of July. There were ten DUDC members on this trip: Jeri Curley, Michael Wheat, Dara Ruggerio, Lief Rickles, Shannon Anderson, Laurel LeFavor, and my little crew, Gary, Jessica, James and myself.
After a relatively quick and painless check-in at the shop, we all headed toward Phil
Foster Park and the Sirena. After the crew loaded our gear on board, we headed out, just
about the time the sun was starting to set. Conditions were fabulous! The seas were flat and
the skies were clear.
As we made our first dive at Elevator Shaft, the skies were just getting dark. Underwater, you could tell it was night time. Luckily there was very little current, so we had a
chance to take our time and explore. We spotted several different eels, a loggerhead turtle,
several Caribbean Reef Squid, an Atlantic Guitarfish and even a Florida Horse Conch out for
a stroll.
Upon surfacing from the dive, we realized that we ended the dive just in time for fireworks. I wish I could’ve taken pictures of all the fireworks we saw. Unfortunately, the camera
was set for underwater and just couldn’t capture them. There were at least 6 or 7 different
sets of fireworks going off. Since we were right off of the Breaker’s Hotel, we had a great
seat for their fireworks show (and NO CROWDS). We watched the fireworks for our entire
hour + surface interval and they were still being shot off when we descended for our second
dive.
There was only one problem with this dive trip. During our first dive, a fishing boat
(apparently ignoring the 300 foot distance rule) snagged the float ball yanking it out of the
dive master's hands. Ended up that we had to chase the ball during the surface interval and
one of the crew had to dive in to unhook it from the reef where it hooked itself.
Our second dive was at Fourth Window. This was a true night dive, completely dark
except for our lights. We saw several free swimming eels, including a purplemouth eel (see
the picture on the right) and a sharptail eel. Lots of lobsters out from under the ledges and
strolling around the reef. Of course, this was prior to lobster season. It was a perfect night
dive.
After surfacing, we started to head back to the dock. The night was so nice and the
skies so clear, even just being on the boat was great looking at the billions of stars above.
Just as we were coming in, the almost full moon rose (we actually saw more of the moon on
this dive than on our Full Moon dive earlier in the year). After our gear was unloaded (and for
once, I was happy to let the crew do it—usually I can’t stand to not help), several of us
headed to the Brass Ring for a late dinner and some after diving adult beverages. Most of us
didn’t get home until the wee hours of the next morning, but we didn’t care. We had a great
time and besides, we could sleep in.
Special thanks to the captain and crew of Pura Vida Divers. Not many dive charters
are willing to go out on for a two tank night dive on the 4th of July . And, even though they
didn’t get back to the dock until almost midnight , they never once tried to rush us or made us
feel like they were in a hurry to get rid of us (and get some well deserved rest, I’m sure). I’ve
never been disappointed when diving with this charter, but this time they went out of their
way to make this trip great.
I also want to thank the club members that went on this trip. Yes, we would have
had fun no matter who we had been on the boat with. However, being with a great group of
divers that you are comfortable with and that you know makes the dive even that much bet ter. Even if one of them does try to scare you when you are getting a close up photo of a
particularly grouchy eel (hmmm, wonder who that could be, Michael??!)
This trip was so great, I can’t wait till next
year to do it again! Anybody game??
D. Buck
More Photos of this Dive and other dives at
http://www.downunderdiveclub.com/
photoalbum/
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July 24th West Palm Club Dive with Narcosis
Jeri Curley, Tom Butler, Keith Caldwell and Tuyet Mintz, Steve and Faun Leachman, Charlie Almeda, Bob Jensen, and I met at
the dock at 7:30am. Some of us were in such a hurry to get down there that morning, they got an extra surprise on their way down.
Let’s just say that maybe at our next meeting Keith can give us all a recap of driving school. We boarded the mighty Narcosis for two
tanks of fun filled diving. Conditions were incredible. Seas were flat as pancakes, water temps were in the mid to low 80’s, and visibility was 100+ feet. Our first site of the day was Juno Ledges. The boat was divided into three groups – for our group Tom
“volunteered” to carry the flag. Now considering that Tom had gotten lost carrying the flag on a previous dive, we were all a little worried about him. But I’m proud to say Tom did much better this time. He didn’t get lost a single time !
We dropped down as a group and headed west to the ledge. Just as I was going over, a large Goliath grouper swam under me. He
had found a little hiding place under the ledge and let us observe him for a few minutes. As the Goliath is one of my favorite species to
see, I thought to myself – “what a way to start the day”. From there we continued down the ledge. One of the things that make Jupiter;
and Juno ledge in particular, special for me is the fact that while you see the same species as in West Palm, everything is bigger there.
On the second dive, we headed over to Shark Canyon. As we were getting ready for the captain to call “dive, dive, dive”, the o-ring in
my tank blew. First time I’ve seen that happen. Susan, the Dive Master, was nice enough to quickly throw a new o-ring in for me and
we headed down. As soon as we got to the bottom, the Reef sharks started to appear. Within the first 10 minutes of the dive, I had
seen 4 or 5 sharks swim over the ledge.
Tom, Jeri, and I decided to stick around for the afternoon trip. Didn’t realize it was going to end up being such an adventure. It started
off with us having lunch at the Tiki Hut. Note to people who eat there in the future: their turkey sandwich will feed a family of 4. After
we finished our lunch and nice cold beverages, we headed back on Narcosis for more adventures. Narcosis usually limits the number
of the people on the boat to 20 (certified for 30), but he had a large dive club in for the afternoon that filled up the boat. The captain
was nice enough to let us on even though it put him over 20.
We were not out of dock more then 10 minutes before a thought struck me – what did I do with my keys? I had used them over lunch
to switch out my tanks. I remembered having them at the Tiki Hut during lunch, but couldn’t remember if I had grabbed them when we
boarded. My search of the dive bag and the area was futile. Now I’m thinking I must have left them at the bar. I jumped up to the fly
deck and asked the captain to call and see if they had found them . While he searched for the number, I went back down and geared
up. While I was worried about my keys, I was also excited about doing the Mizpah. I’ve done this corridor of wrecks several times and
never made it all the way to the end. With Tom and Jeri as my dive buddies I knew I had someone who could make the trip all the way
down with me. At this point I need to tell you about the dive club that was on the boat with us. I’m not sure where they were from
(South East Scuba Club or something to that nature), but they were simply horrible to dive with. Either they were laying/grabbing you
while they were suiting up or kicking you in the head (repeatedly) during the dives. To make matters worse, they seemed to think that
Tom, Jeri, and I were down there to baby sit them. They would hardly leave our side! Before the dive, the three of us had meet with
Susan (the DM) and discussed going all the way to the barge and past it to the culverts. Normally, this takes about 50-55 minutes to
make the full trip, and at 90 feet it isn’t always possible. So the captain called “dive, dive, dive” and we all jumped in. As soon as we
got to the bottom there were 4 large Goliath Groupers awaiting us. One swam into the Mizpah and Tom and I decided to follow. Tom
entered first and as I went to follow; here came the S.E. dive club. Literally stepping on my head as I tried to enter the wreck. I had
enough of that and decided to turn and check out the other goliath’s. I swam away from the wreck and was watching them for a couple
of seconds. Then I turned to notice that I was FLYING by the wreck. The current was just RIPPING!!!! I tried waiting for my group on
the next wreck by holding onto the side. After about 5 minutes, my arms got tired and I just drifted the rest of the way by myself. But I
finally made it to the barge and was greeted by two more Goliaths and the trip only took 20 minutes. I hung out there for awhile and
then checked out the culverts. It was a personal milestone for me and also a good learning experience. After I got back on the boat I
was greeted with good news by the captain, he had called security and they had found my keys. That put my mind at ease, and we
proceeded with the last dive of the day. We headed south to Paul’s reef. Usually not one of my favorites, but after the last dive I was
ready for something a little more “mild.”
After we got back to the dock, I discovered that the Tiki hut had indeed found a set of keys someone left at lunch. BUT THEY WERE
NOT MINE!!! After about 30 minutes of hell trying to see if anyone had found them, I gave up and went back to the boat to get my cell
phone and call the wife to come get me. I got off the phone feeling horrible that she was going to have to throw 3 kids in the car and
drive roundtrip just to bring me an extra set of keys. Plus Jeri had rode down with me and was patiently waiting (keys to her car were
locked in the mine). A few minutes after getting off the phone I made one last ditch effort and asked Susan if anyone on the boat had
found a set of keys. She said no, but that she usually finds them on the camera table. First thing I picked up was the Wal-mart bag I
had brought to hold the Oreo’s and my log book. As soon as I picked up the bag, I heard the keys rattle. In a mad rush, I reached for
the cell phone to call the wife praying see hadn’t left yet. Luckily I caught her before she walked out the door.
Couple of notes: First, I want mention how fortunate we all are to belong to and dive with the Down Under Dive Club. Diving with the
other dive club reminded me how fortunate we are to have so many great people to dive with in our club! Let me be the first to say it is
a pleasure to dive with all of YOU! Second, always have a second set of keys on you!
Michael Wheat
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Saturday, August 14th—
Three Tank Afternoon Club dive with Narcosis in which we buy out the boat again. Dive will consist of reefs and wrecks in the 50-70 foot range. Cost: $80. Sign up early, we are going to limit the
dive to 12 people. Tanks are $5 for air and $10 for Nitrox. Contact Michael Wheat for more information or to sign up at mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com or via phone at 727-1028.
Saturday, August 28th —
Come join us for a dive into the beautiful waters
off West Palm Beach with Pura Vida Divers. Pura Vida (""pure life"") offers a freshwater shower, shampoo, conditioner,
sunblock, towels, fresh seasonal fruit,
a variety of snacks, and refreshments
including soda and bottled
water. The dive boat is equipped with 2
Christmas tree ladders and
a wide platform for easy entry/exit. This is a great
operation with a great
crew. The boat only holds 12 divers and fills up fast, so
sign up early. Cost is
$45.50 + tanks. Contact Debi to reserve your spot (321) 7287243 or dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

Saturday, September 11th —
We’re heading out with Pura Vida Divers again! If you have never been on the boat before, you
are missing a real treat. This is a great operation with a great crew. The boat only holds 12 divers
and fills up fast, so sign up early. Cost is $45.50 + tanks. Contact Debi to reserve your spot (321)
728-7243 or dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com
Saturday & Sunday, September 25th & 26th —
Key’s Weekend Trip. Come join the dive club as we make our annual pilgrimage to Key Largo to
dive the wrecks. We will be diving with Conch Republic over the weekend and spending Saturday
night at the Ocean Pointe Suites. Our first dive will be a two tank trip to the Spiegel Grove (both
dives on the SG) on Saturday Afternoon. Then that evening we will head back out for a relaxing
TWO TANK night trip. The night dive is usually just one tank, but Conch Republic is upgrading it to
a two tank JUST FOR US! After spending the evening at the Ocean Pointe Suites, we will head
out Sunday morning to do the Duane and Bibb. Total price for the dive will be $199. The price
includes all boat charters (excluding air/Nitrox), hotel, and the wreck medallion. Due to the depth
of the dives, this trip is restricted by Conch Republic to advanced certified divers only. Contact
Michael Wheat for more information or to sign up at mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com or via
phone at 727-1028.
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BCC’s Marine Biology Turtle-Walk
Melbourne Beach’s own Susan Phillips (BCC’s Marine Biology Teacher) held this turtle walk for her Marine Biology class, plus
the students could invite anybody they wanted to share this thrilling experience with. Jessica Buck of DUDC & BCC’s Marine Biology
class (and my sister) invited me and our mom to join their turtle walk, which turned out to be a thrilling excursion, which is actually
amazing because Jessica is never this nice. First, when we arrived at Susan’s house we joined the rest of her class looking over a
custom made ROV (Remotely Operated Vehicle). They were discussing the construction and the competition of an ROV. After that we
went inside to witness a turtle power point presentation. Charlie and Kevin of Susan’s class discussed the physical and environmental
dangers for turtles and nesting turtles.
After the quick presentation we headed out to the beach. We crossed the street, got on a trail that led to the beach, took off
our flip-flops, and went on the lookout for nesting turtles. No pictures, becaus e lights weren’t allowed on the beach (We didn’t want to
disturb the nesting turtles). If turtles were scared off and didn’t lay their eggs on the beach, they would have to release them into the
ocean where they would die (the eggs, not the turtles). The first turtle we saw was a couple feet from the place we came onto to beach
and it was just starting to dig. We watched it for a couple minutes and then went on to look for more turtles. The second turtle was a
little confused and couldn’t decide where to lay her eggs so we passed by her quickly and started to look for other turtles. So far there
was no moon and it was really cloudy making it hard to spot turtles from a distance. We kept on walking for a while with no sign of a
turtle, but then we saw a dark shape in the water by the shoreline so we decided to back up to give her some room. Unfortunately, she
had already spotted us and went back to the ocean to wait for us to leave. We sat down a ways back to wait for her to come up and
start nesting. After waiting awhile Susan walked a ways down the beach to try to look for another turtle. She came back and said that
she spotted a turtle that had just finished laying her eggs and was now burying them. We walked over and got pretty close to the turtle
(close enough to spot the barnacles on her shell). I was the closest one to her and they said it looked like I was about to pounce on the
turtle. She buried her eggs for more than thirty minutes (I guess she was just making sure that they were well hidden). After she was
done and going back to the ocean we had a chance to pet her. When we did it look like bluish-green flakes of stuff wer e coming of her
but it was actually the algae on her shell was making bioluminescence when we rubbed on it. After she went into the ocean we said our
goodbyes and headed back to see the other turtles. By then the moon came out and the sky was clearing but it was about 12:20 am.
We caught one going back to the ocean and got to pet that one. The next one
was the one we were waiting on and she was just beginning to lay her eggs!
The bad thing was is that she was facing us so we decided to leave her alone.
The next turtle was the confused one that didn’t know where to lay her eggs.
She was long gone but we figured out that she laid her eggs in the sea
grapes. She dug an almost complete nest lower in the dune, but because of
all the human activity she decided to dig a nest higher in the dune. After that
we headed back to the trail back to Susan’s house. Overall, this was an amazing experience and a great night.
James M. Buck

DUDC

T-shirts & Polo Shirts

T-shirt - $15 Now $7.50
Polo Shirts -$25
Now $12.50
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DUDC Wishes to Welcome
the Following New Members:
Danielle Kaufman
& Henry "Hank" Green

S
ALL PRICE
1/2

Have a great dive trip or a really great story? Or pictures? Want to share? We are always interested in
members stories, trip reports and pictures. Send an e-mail to dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com and you
could be in the next newsletter.
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Manta Ray Encounter
Location: West Palm Beach, Florida
Charter Boat: Pura Vida Divers
Date: July 10, 2004
I usually don’t write up trip reports about my non-club dives. I’m always afraid that I will bore everyone to tears
by writing way too much and besides, we dive frequently enough that the newsletter would be
A LOT longer. On occasion, however, I have such a great experience that I just have to share.
This is one of those times.
At one point last year, Captain Trevor with Pura Vida Divers made a remark about contacting manta rays and arranging a possible appearance for one of the club dives. Now, of
course, marine life almost never cooperates and that dive was no exception. Since that time I
have harassed him about wanting to see manta rays (okay, not very nice of me but terribly
fun ). Well about the end of June, beginning of July, mantas started being spotted in the West
Palm Beach area. Now I have never seen a manta ray before and for me, seeing one is right
up there with seeing a whale shark—something I really wanted to see. On July 8th, I get an email with a cryptic “Guess what we did today?” — well, as you can guess, they went swimming
with mantas. Okay, I was jealous, I admit it, but I was also hoping that the mantas would stick
around the area for at least a couple more days. We were scheduled to dive with Pura Vida
that Saturday, July 10th to celebrate Gary’s birthday.
Saturday was a beautiful day, perfect for diving. Everyone on agreed to a little manta
ray hunting—no one was in a hurry. We started out heading south towards Breaker’s staying in
fairly shallow water looking for the elusive mantas. No luck. They were doing a great job of
hiding from us.
On we went to Moray Alley where we had a fabulous dive. Great viz, warm water and
lots of marine life. We saw a southern stingray, a very large green moray, a tiny goldentail eel,
tons of fish and even a nice sized nurse shark. The surface interval was just as great with
snorkeling on the almost glassy flat ocean to the cupcake battle on the boat and James getting
tossed off the boat (I swear, I did not bring the cupcakes in order to get them all over both captains and the boat, my children and my husband — that was how it turned out, but I promise,
didn’t do it on purpose). Our second dive on Fourth Window was just as good as the first,
though James did not get attacked by lots of fish as we thought he would since he was wearing
a lot of icing in his hair. We saw another large southern sting ray, a loggerhead turtle, more
eels and there were fish everywhere. Another fabulous dive.
On the way back to the dock, we again went searching for manta rays and, yes, you
guessed it , we found a 7-8 foot manta ray in about 15 feet of water just north of Breaker’s. We
spent a good 45 minutes to an hour swimming with this manta. When the manta got too far
away, the boat would pick us up and dropped us closer so we could see (BTW — those things can really swim fast).
Pura Vida has underwater scooters, which lucky for us, were on board that day. Those who were using the scooters
managed to get closer longer. After about an hour the manta must of gotten tired of us and left the area (or hid really
well). We couldn’t have asked for a much better dive trip — not a bad birthday gift for Gary, either. Maybe for my birthday, we can try for whale sharks??!!??
D. Buck

Now you can pay for your Club dives, membership fees and merchandise with your credit
card. For more details, talk to the dive coordinator or call Ed Given at 255-5587.
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Costa Rica
Tamsey and I went to Playas del Coco in Costa Rica from 26 June through 3 July. The trip was organized by Jeff and Donna Dornbos from JND
SCUBA/Dixie Divers, and they did an outstanding job keeping all 21 of us happy and entertained. It was an excellent vacation. No cell phone. No
rush. No kids. Yes! The kids stayed home. Whenever I take a trip outside the country, it has to be an adventure. This trip was no different. As soon
as we arrived, we started hearing rumors about an Air Traffi c Controller strike in Costa Rica. After some investigation by Jeff and Donna, they found
out the rumor was true, and the plane was going to be delayed. After a slight delay, the strike was over, and we boarded the plane. After watching the
wonderful safety video, they announced that the controller strike was over, but they couldn’t find the controller at the Liberia airport. Again, another
delay. Finally, we were told they were going to fly a controller from San Jose to Liberia, and we would be taking off shortly. So, we got to watch the
wonderful safety video again, and then they announced something was broke on the plane, and they had to get it fixed. They got a crew out there to
work on it, and a while later, we found out that the crew’s shift was over, and American Airlines did not want to pay them overtime, so they had to find
another crew. Of course, when the new crew arrived, they didn’t know where the other crew left off. So that delayed us again. When they got it fixed,
we all boarded the plane again, watched the wonderful safety video again, and we finally got off the ground. As we were approaching Liberia, the pilot
announced we couldn’t land, because we didn’t have an Air Traffic Controller, but they were looking for
one. At about 6PM Costa Rica time (8PM Eastern), we finally landed.
Ocotal Resort (http://www.ocotalresort.com) is about 30 minutes away from Liberia. Ocotal is a real nice
resort. All the rooms overlook the Pacific Ocean. We had a GREAT view! The resort has a nice restaurant
with US prices. (Slightly on the high side.) Breakfast was free, and they had a great spread. All kinds of
fruit, cereal, some pastries, and eggs cooked to order. The standard Costa Rican breakfast is rice and
beans, scrambled eggs, and plantains. Fortunately, a taxi ride downtown was only $5, so we went out to
eat every night. The downtown prices were much more reasonable and the food was better.
The dive shop was small. I don’t think they had much of anything for sale except for t- shirts, and they didn’t
have any my size (Jeff bought them all). The staff at the shop was fantastic. I dropped off my gear on Sunday morning, and the only time I touched it after that was when I put it on to dive with. The boat was loaded with our gear every morning, they
swapped the tanks out between dives, and they cleaned our gear at the end of the day. Now, that’s service!!! They even gave our gear a good cleaning after our last dive. The divemasters on the boat were outstanding. We had two of them. They gave the standard PADI briefing which is much
more than we usually hear in WPB (except for Pura Vida). They accompanied us on all the dives. One would lead, and the other kept the group together and checked our air supply. They let us dive our computers, so we had some real long dives. On one dive, we ended up on a 15’ reef, so we
ended up with a 60 minute dive. It was great.
The diving in Costa Rica is around rock piles. The reef is growing on the rocks. The visibility wasn’t that great
(25-30’). They said it rained the week before, and it messed everything up. I guess we’re spoiled. There was a
lot to see on the rock piles. A lot of different morays, scorpion fish, white tip sharks, and I can’t make up my mind
if the harlequin shrimp or the sea horse was the icing on the cake. Unfortunately, I was out of film when I saw
the sea horse.
One of the most interesting parts of the trip was our adventure to go white water rafting. We drove to our next
hotel (Arenal Paraiso) near the Arenal volcano. It would probably take 2
hours to drive there with US roads, but it took 4-5 hours on Costa Rican
roads. The Pan American highway was full of pot holes. It was amazing to watch all the cars weave from
side to side at high rates of speed. The road around Lake Arenal was even worse. Some pot holes we had to
come to a complete stop before going through the hole. Deep!!! The trip was worth it. Our first stop after
refreshing ourselves at the hotel (one or two beers), we went to the Tabacon hot springs. Sitting in the hot
springs was interesting. After the springs, we went to eat at a steak house at the base of the Arenal volcano.
We were able to see the orange glow coming out of the top, and the volcano was spitting hot lava rocks down
the mountain. What a sight! I wish I could have taken a picture.
The next day, we continued our journey to go rafting. The tour through the country was wonderful. Unfortunately, it rained pretty hard the night before, and the water had risen to the point where our class 3 rapids were
now class 5. The tour guides refused to take us down the river. I don’t think anyone was disappointed. So, we
went back to the hotel. The tour through the countryside was wonderful. We had an interesting guide, and he
kept us entertained with the history of Costa Rica. Finally, as we were getting ready to leave Arenal and head
back to Ocotal, the volcano gave us a little show. It puffed some smoke out of the top.
The last day of the trip, we went on the canopy tour. The horseback riding was fun. Some people had good
horses, and I think mine needed to see a cardiologist. We rode out as far as we could go, then we hiked to a
waterfall. We did the Ohhh and Ahhh thing, then we hiked to the mud baths. There, we sat in a sauna and got
real sweaty. Then we smeared mud all over ourselves and let it dry in the sun. Finally, we rinsed it all off and
kicked back in the hot baths. I have to say, it was interesting. People actually pay a lot of money to do that. To add a little excitement to the day, we
did the zip lines through the forest. That was great!!! I’d love to do that again.Overall, the trip was OUTSTANDING!!! I’m ready to go back. The diving
was OK. Seeing different critters was good. The touring was fantastic. The food is GREAT! Finally, we had a great group! Everyone was fantastic.
Al Audet
Editors’s Note: Al’s pictures of his Costa Rica Trip are posted on the club website at http://www.downunderdiveclub.com/photoalbum/
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Down Under Dive Club

DUDC Bulletin Board
Hatt’s Diving
Headquarters
offers a 10% discount for
DUDC
members. Stop by the shop at
2006 S. Front Street
Melbourne, FL.
(321) 723-5932 and ask for details.

Wanted
New Dive Coordinators that Want to
Dive For FREE!!!
Contact Michael Wheat
for Details (321) 727-1028
Or
mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

10% Discount for DUDC Members with
Pura Vida Divers.
Pura Vida Divers in Singer Island is offering a discount for
all DUDC members. Pura Vida offers daily scuba diving
charters, instruction, open water referrals, dive vacation
packages, and scuba diving and snorkeling equipment
sales, service, and rentals as well as enriched air (nitrox)
and air fills. Mention that you are a DUDC member and
receive a discount.
Contact Pura Vida Divers at (888) DIVE WPB (348-3972)
or e-mail at info@puravidadivers.com. Check out the
website: www.puravidadivers.com

Want to receive the newsletter by
email & enjoy the newsletter in full
color?
Send an e-mail to
dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com
& ask to be put on the list.

Do you have something you’re looking to buy, sell, trade or give away
or just an announcement you would
like to make, drop me a line at
dbuck@downunderdiveclub.c om
and I can put it in the newsletter
for you.

Discount for DUDC Members from
Narcosis Dive Charters.
Mention that you are from the
Down Under Dive Club (and pay
The DUDC Bumper stickers are
in cash), and you can get the club
here!! Get a sticker to put on
rate of $45/pp on your personal
your car, your tank or even your
dives. Check out their website at
dive buddy! Cost is $1.50 ea. Pick
them up at the next meeting or if
http://www.narcosisdivecharters.
you just can’t wait, send me an email at
dbuck@downunderdivecclub.com
and I’ll send it to you.

August 2004
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Answer to Dive Quiz . . .

July’s Prize Winners
Door Prize Winners:
Bill Allen—Bumper Sticker
Heather Bojerski—Save-a-Dive Kit
James Buck—DUDC shirt
Jessica Buck — Towel
Riley Audet — DUDC Shirt

50/50 Winner(s):
$3 — Bill Allen
$2 — Bill Allen
$1 — Kelly Watkins

NO JACKPOT WINNER—
$$ ROLLS OVER
Next 50/50 Drawing at the DUDC Clambake

Answer: E
Answers C and D are both correct
Answer to Marine Life Quiz . . .
Answer: C, a Hawksbill turtle.
Hawksbills are most common in the Caribbean
and are occasionally encountered by divers on
reefs. They can usually be distinguished by their
beautiful brown shells with yellow-brown, fan-like
markings and overlapping

Nuchal

First Costal Plate
Does Not Touch
Nuchal

Border
Plates

Door prizes are given away at each club meeting.
Come to the meeting and sign-in to win.
Green and Hawksbill

Down Under Dive Club
PO Box 360105
Melbourne, Florida 32936-0105
www.downunderdiveclub.com

Two Pairs of
Plates Between
eyes

