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Our guest speaker this month is Dale Purchase. Dale will be
speaking about his diving experiences in two vastly different
areas: Ice Diving & Cave Diving in the Cenotes, Mexico. It should
be a highly informative presentation — don’t miss it!
Also this month, we vote on a new t-shirt
design for the club.

This Month’s Meeting is
Wednesday, April 13th @ 7:30 at
the Indian River Lagoon House.
DUDC Board of Directors Results
The DUDC would like to thank all of the members who took the time to participate in the
Board of Directors elections at the March Club Meeting. These are the decisions that are crucial to ensure that our club functions in the best interest of all the members. The results of
our election are as follows:
• President—Debi Buck
• Vice President—Kelly Uhland
• Treasurer — Ed Given
• Secretary — Laurel LaFavor
• Safety Officer — Al Audet
• Dive Coordinator — Michael Wheat
• Membership — Martin Munnich
We can all play a part in making this an outstanding year for the club, whether you are a
member or sit on the Board of Directors. The Board is there to ensure that the DUDC remains a thriving and active club, but your suggestions are essential! The Board of Directors
meetings are open to all members. If you would like to bring up any concerns or would just
like to take a more active role in the club, you are more than welcome to attend the monthly
meeting. Board Meetings are held every 4th Tuesday
Dive Quiz by Al:
of the month. We also list the contact information for
the Board of Directors on the Members Page of the
The most common cause of
diver emergencies is:
website. Each and every Board member will be happy
to take your call or respond to your e-mails. It takes a
a) bad weather.
lot of interest and participation from the members in
b) malfunctioning gear.
order for any group to be successful and the DUDC
c) unexpected illness.
wants to be one of the best dive clubs around. So let’s
d) poor judgment.
all take the time to thank our new (and old!) Board
Members for their commitment to the Down Under Dive
Answer on page 8 Club!
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Board of Directors
President & DUDC
Newsletter Editor:

Debi Buck

Vice-President:

Kelly Uhland

Treasurer:

Ed Given

Secretary:

Laurel LeFavor

Membership:

Marty Munnich

Safety Officer:

Al Audet

Dive Coordinator:

Michael Wheat

Members At Large:
Webmaster:

Shannon Anderson

Concession
Master:

Tom Butler

DUDC DIVE & EVENT CALENDAR
Event

Time

Member's Cost
Tier 1

Payment
Due Date

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail

Tier 2

DUDC Club Meeting
Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
4/13/05 @ 7:30 p.m

Free

West Palm Beach Dive
DIVE INTO EARTH DAY
CLEANUP DIVES
Pura Vida Divers

Saturday,
4/ 23/2005 @ 8:30
a.m.**

$45.50 + tanks
(Air = $5; Nitrox $10

DUDC Board of
Director's Meeting

Tuesday,
4/26/2005 @ 7 p.m.

Free - open to all
members

DUDC Club
Meeting
Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
5/11/05 @ 7:30 p.m

Free

West Palm Beach Dive
Pura Vida Divers

Saturday,
5/14/2005 @
8:30 a.m.**

$42 + tanks(Air $47 + tanks(Air =
= $5; Nitrox
$5; Nitrox $10
$10

3 tank Private Charter
Jupiter Dive Center

Saturday afternoon,
5/21/05

$65 + tanks

DUDC Board of
Director's Meeting

Tuesday,
5/24/2005 @ 7 p.m.

Free - open to all
members

Jupiter Night Dive—
celebrate Jeri Curley’s B-day
Jupiter Dive Center

Saturday,
5/28/2005

$35 + tanks

DUDC Club
Meeting
Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
6/8/05 @ 7:30 p.m

Free

DIVE FEST
Jupiter Dive Center
5 dive trips—3 days
6/17—3 tank dive
6/18— a.m. & p.m. 2 tanks dives
6/19—am 2 tank dive

June 17th-19th

3 tank trip—
$65 + tanks

3 tank trip—$75 + 6/4/05
tanks

2 tank trips—
$35 + tanks

2 tank trips—$45
+ tanks

West Palm Beach Dive
Pura Vida Divers

Saturday,
6/25/2005 @
8:30 a.m.**

$42 + tanks

$47 + tanks

$75 + tanks

4/9/05

Martin
253-4713

info@downunderdiveclub.com

Debi
728-7243

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact Any Board Member to
Attend
Martin
253-4713

info@downunderdiveclub.com

4/30/05

Debi
728-7243

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

5/7/05

Michael
(321) 727-1028

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com
Contact Any Board Member to
Attend

$45 + tanks

5/14/05

Michael
(321) 727-1028

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Martin
253-4713

6/11/05

Michael
(321) 727-1028

info@downunderdiveclub.com

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Debi
728-7243

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the
scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation
period is subject to board approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.
Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

You can pay for your Club dives, membership fees and
merchandise with your credit card. For more details, talk
to the dive coordinator or call Ed Given at 255-5587.
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West Palm Beach Dive
Location: West Palm Beach, Florida
Charter Boat: Pura Vida Divers /A1A Palm Beach Dive Charters
Date: March 26, 2005
The last weekend of lobster looked to be a perfect time to be diving. No
waves, lots of sun and blue water. With 10 of us heading out for the dive, we were
looking forward to a great day of diving. Only one snag with this trip . . . . Pura
Vida’s boat, the Sirena, was out of the water for repairs. The repairs were supposed
to be complete on the Friday before the dive, but due to extenuating circumstances,
they weren’t ge tting the Sirena back into the water until Saturday afternoon. So
here we were, Friday afternoon, before the last full weekend of lobster season, without a boat and 10 divers anxious to get in the water. Lucky for us, Pura Vida’s staff
managed to pe rform a small miracle and found a boat for our club dive the next
morning.
The next morning was a great as the forecast had promised and we all
boarded A1A Palm Beach Dive Charters Boat, the Mardi Gras Float . The first dive
of the day was at South Double Ledges. Visibility was phenomenal at 70-80 feet.
Next to no current and all the critters came out to greet us. We saw a large nurse
shark, three large green moray eel (2 of them free swimming), a free swimming
goldentail, a red grouper, nassau grouper, turtles and thousands of grunts, tomtates
and cottonwicks. Tom Butler brought up the only lobster of the dive.
Second dive was at Fourth Windows. Another fabulous dive, another free
swimming green moray eel, several spotted moray eels, another hawksbill turtle,
scorpionfish and so on. Couldn’t ask for a better day of diving — okay, I take that
back — water temps were between 72 –74 degrees. Warmer water would have been
nice, but the slight chill in the water didn’t detract from the great day we were having.
Thanks to all the DUDC divers that went out on this trip: Christina Resner,
Russell Bremmer, John Whitehead, Todd Johnson, Tom Butler, Dale Purchase,
Doug Gould, and Gary & Jessica Buck. While we could dive alone, sharing the trip
with such great people makes it even better.
As we pulled back into the dock, Pura Vida’s boat, the Sirena, was back in
its slip. Of course, that was all the prompting I needed and instead of loading gear
into the truck, we just moved it over to the Sirena and ended up doing the afternoon
trip and a night dive. Just another great day in paradise.
*************
Special Thanks to Pura Vida Divers for going the extra mile and making sure that
our group still got to dive. Thanks also goes to A1A Palm Beach Dive Charters for
making room for our group on such short notice.
D. Buck
**To see photos of this dive and previous trips go to: http://www.
downunderdiveclub.com/photoalbum/

Safe Ascents
Throughout all of our dive instruction, we’re told the maximum safe ascent
rate is 60 feet per minute (fpm). Over the past few years, several organizations have done a lot of research on ascent rates, and now NAUI, DAN,
and other organizations are recommending 30fpm or slower. Ascending
at 30fpm can be a very challenging task, even with a computer.
So, how slow is 30fpm? Take a rope and measure out 60 feet. Try to
walk that length of rope and make sure it takes at least 60 seconds. Now,
that’s slow. Now, cut that speed in half. Can you do it? It’s pretty difficult
even with a reference line. Now, add the complexity of doing it in the water while ascending.
The most controlled method to ascend is to use an ascent line. By climbing the line hand over hand, you
can easily control your ascent. An ascent line can be an anchor line, a mooring buoy, or even a marker
buoy. Since most of your dives are drift dives, ascending using a marker buoy is our only option as an ascent line.
An alternative way to ascend without a computer is to use the 10 foot rule. If you want to ascend at 60
fpm, ascend 10 feet and hover for 10 seconds. Then ascend another 10 feet and hover again for 10 seconds. Repeat this process until you reach your safety stop. If you want to ascend at 30fpm, hover for 20
seconds. The “Nay sayers” will claim this method does not work, but if you have a computer that tracks
your ascent rate, you’ll find that you’re actually going slower than the planned ascent rate. Why? In order
to ascend 10 feet at a time, you have to do a slow controlled ascent. If you try to bolt up 10 feet, you’ll
blow right through the planned stop point. Therefore, you’ll have a controlled safe ascent at or below you
planned ascent rate.
The purpose for a slow ascent is to off-gas the excess nitrogen during your ascent. The slower you ascend, the more you reduce the risk of decompression illness. So, ascending at 30fpm is a good thing.
A. Audet

CPR/First Aid & Rescuer Course
DUDC is proud to announce that we will be offering a CPR/First Aid Course for out members.
This is the perfect opportunity for you to advance your diving education. Don’t forget, if you are
interested in getting your Rescue Diver Certification, CPR/First Aid is a requirement. Cost of the
course will be ~$45. Classes will be held May or June. More details coming soon. If you are interested in the class, please contact our Safety Officer, Al Audet @ (321) 427-0477.

COMING SOON — DUDC will be offering a Rescue Diver Course. Increase your confidence level and experience. Rescue Diver training

will prepare you to prevent problems and, if necessary, manage dive emergencies.
Requirements:
• Advanced Open Water Diver certification
• Minimum age: 15 years old
• Completed CPR program within the past 24 months

If you are interested in the class, please contact our Safety Officer, Al Audet @ (321) 427-0477.
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Community Dives , Activities & Announcements

Pura Vida

rs
D ive

Come Join Us for Five Days and Four Nights Of Fun And Adventure At
Nassau, New Providence Island, Bahamas
Thursday, May 12th thru Monday, May 16th

Trip Includes 3 Days Of Diving: Three - 2-tank a.m. Dives; p.m. Shark Adventure Dive & p.m. 2-Tank Dive. (upgrade to a Wall
Flying Adventure, Sub Bahamas Adventure or another Shark Adventure for an additional charge). For a Total of 10 Dives.
We Will Stay At The Scenic Orange Hill Inn.
ALL THIS FOR $780.00 PER PERSON / DOUBLE OCCUPANCY JOIN IN ON THE FUN AND ASK FOR DETAILS
Trip Does Not Include Air Fare ! Meal Plans Are Available. Nitrox Is Also Available For A Nominal Charge.
Contact Pura Vida Dive Adventures, Inc.
2513 Beach Court Singer Island Florida 33404 USA
Toll-Free (888) DIVE WPB (348-3972) Phone (561) 840-8750

Great White Adventure Trip!

Nov. 25-29th 2005 — Isla De Guadalupe.
6 spots open—The
Price Includes: Cage diving, air, weights and belts, onboard accommodations, fishing tackle,
Searcher is sold
bait + permits, all meals, snacks, beverages, beer and wine.
out for Guadalupe
This will be a filming shark research trip.
2005
Sponsored by the Mother Ocean Foundation, Inc —a Non-profit 501(c)3.
Cost is $2,450.00 + Airfare to San Diego, CA. Deposit $400.
For Information contact Dan Wagner (321)473-4772 or (321)243-8748
E-mail: fishydan@cfl.rr.com; Write: Mother Ocean Foundation, Inc. , PO Box 033271 Indialantic, FL 32903-0271

10% Discount for DUDC Members with Pura Vida Divers.

Pura Vida Divers in Singer Island is offering a discount for all DUDC members. Pura Vida offers daily scuba diving charters, instruction, open water referrals, dive vacation packages, and scuba diving and snorkeling equipment sales, service, and rentals as well as
enriched air (nitrox) and air fills. Contact Pura Vida Divers at (888) DIVE WPB (348-3972) or e-mail at info@puravidadivers.com.
Check out the website: www.puravidadivers.com

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters offers a 10% discount for DUDC members. Stop by the shop at 2006 S. Front Street Melbourne, FL.
(321) 723-5932 and ask for details.

Discount for DUDC Members from Narcosis Dive Charters. Mention that you are from the Down Under Dive Club
(and pay in cash), and you can get the club rate of $45/pp on your personal dives. Check out their website at http://www.
narcosisdivecharters.com/
If you have a dive trip or other activity (cleanup, daytrips, etc.) or other information that you would like to announce to the
club members, send an e-mail to dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com with all the pertinent details and
it will be put in the next newsletter.

Attention Coffee and hot beverage drinkers. The Club has its own
coffee mug.
Made of finely crafted, high-grade ceramics. The club logo is displayed front and reverse blue on
white. The DUDC mug will hold your favorite hot beverage and confirm your
membership in Melbourne’s best dive club.

For sale now at $4.00 each. Only a few left.
Call Marty at 321/253-4713 to reserve your mug, and pick it
up at April’s meeting.
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Review of the Dive Club Cancellation Policy
As we get started with the diving season for 2005, I thought this would be a good ti me to go over the cancellation policy for the dive club. The
first thing to keep in mind is this; the cancellation policy is there for all of our members BENEFIT. It is not meant to be nor will it be a policy
that is unfair to our members. I know it can seem like a pain at times having to lock into a schedule two weeks or more out. Matter of fact, is
what many people have done in the past (myself included) to avoid it was wait until the last minute to sign up. But it is my hope that this year we
can provide: a financial benefit to signing up early, and make the cancellation policy and HOW to use it better understood. For the first objective, please see my article on the new tiered pricing schedule. The main purpose of this article is to achieve the second objective I noted above.
How does the cancellation policy work and what are the exceptions? According to our bylaws, the cancellation policy reads as follows:
“Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled event or with a paid replacement diver.
Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval. All request for
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are
cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.”
Key point there is that if you cancel within 2 weeks of the event you are subject to the loss of the trip fee. Even if you have not paid yet, your
account will be billed for the trip. But there are EXCEPTIONS. The first is if you find a replacement diver. That doesn’t mean calling the dive
coordinator and asking them to find a replacement for you – that means YOU finding them. Speaking as a single dive coordinator, I will be
happy to assist as long as you are making an effort also. Don’t just call the dive coordinator and throw it in their lap. Second – you CAN submit
in writing a request for a refund. As long as your request is reasonable, you have a VERY high likelihood of your request being granted. Things
like illness (yourself or family) or unforeseen events like your transmission blowing up in your car are specific example where your request would
most likely get approved. What the policy is trying to prevent is situations where individuals just decide at the last minute not to go for no specific reason. For example, if you just found out the Dolphins are playing that Sunday and you would rather stay home and watch the game.
Ummm.. tape it J That is an “avoidable” cancellation.
The only thing I think I think needs to be clarified in the policy is this. If the dive club has to pay for your slot on the trip, there is nothing we can
do. Although, we work closely with the charters to build as much flexibility into our agreements as possible. They will pretty much follow the
same guidelines as the Dive Club. Let’s finish up by looking at WHY we have a cancellation policy in the first place. First and foremost is to
make sure everyone has an equal opportunity to join us on our trips. Many times we have limited slots for our dives and if you hold one slot and
then cancel at the last minute, someone else who may have wanted to attend my miss out. Second, as a dive club we establish a working relationship with the charters. I know Debi has developed an excellent relationship with Pura Vida and I am working on developing one with Jupiter
Dive Center. These relationships are VERY beneficial to our club. It allows us to have a little more freedom on dive trips and GREAT opportunities on pricing. But for our part, it is important to remember that they are running a business. They are selling us a discounted seat on their
boat. When we cancel at the last minute, they may not have time to fill it. So they end up losing out twice.
So after reading this I hope the cancellation policy makes a little more sense and doesn’t seem quite as hard as it might first appear. I still remember when I first joined the club and thinking the two week policy was nuts. It seemed like a policy that PREVENTED people from signing up
early – so I just waited tell the last minute to sign up. And trust me – that only makes the job of your dive coordinator even harder. We start
working with the charters over a week out trying to give them a feel for what our final counts are going to be. Having to wait until those last few
days is very stressful on the dive coordinator and the Charters.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact the board and let know. We are always looking for ways to improve and are very open
to ideas.
M. Wheat

March’s Prize Winners

Door Prize Winners:
Al Wagner — Fish ID Book
Russell Bremmer— sticker
John Rolli — defog
Fawn Leachman— Z-knife

Door prizes are given away at each club meeting. Come to the meetng and sign-in to win.
April 2005

50/50 Winner(s):
$3— Tom Butler
$2— Treci Leachman
$1 — Dale Purchase

NO JACKPOT WINNER—
$$ ROLLS OVER TO APRIL!!! The Jackpot is
up to $127 with only 25 cards left, the odds
are getting better that someone will be
$127+ richer soon!!!
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New Tiered Pricing Structure
I don’t know about you, but I am always wishing I could dive more often. But I find two things keep getting in my
way. The first is other family commitments, and the second is well, I just can’t afford to go as often as I would like.
Not much I can do to help you with the first, but as a dive club we have received some VERY attractive pricing
through Jupiter Dive Center. As all the charters in the WPB and Jupiter area are increasing their standard fees to
$50 and $55 per two tank trip, I have negotiated a club rate of $35 per diver. This represents a 35% price cut of
the standard walk up rate ($53.75 with tax).
The people who are going to benefit the most from this price are the people who sign up early. We are going to
have two pricing tiers based on when you sign up. For people who sign up 1 week or more before the trip, you will
receive the fully discounted price of $35. The second tier is for people who sign up between 3-7 days prior to the
event and that price will be $45. Even the second tier represents over a 15% discount!
TIER

SIGNUP PERIOD (before dive)

PRICE

REFLECTS DISCOUNT

1

7+ Days

$35

35%

2

3-7 Days

$45

15%

So as you can see, we have a GREAT opportunity in front of us this year. But there are a couple of caveats to this.
The deadline for signup is at 72 hours! I have to let the charter know our final counts at that point. We are also limited to 8-10 slots at this rate. So SIGN UP early and get the best price while at the same time guaranteeing yourself
a spot. And keep in mind, as I discussed in the “Review of the Cancellation” policy – there is flexibility if your plans
need to change.
M. Wheat
Editor’s Note: ALL club sponsored dives are moving to a tiered pricing structure starting in May. The amount of
discount received for the early sign up is dependent on the trip and/or the charter. Now, not only does signing up
early ensure that you get a space on the boat, but will save you some money. Check the calendar or ask the person
coordinating the dive for more details.
D. Buck

DUDC Wishes to Welcome
the Following New Members:
Christina Resner
Al Wagner
& Todd Johnson

Answer to Dive Quiz:
d) poor judgment.
An emergency can happen to anyone in or around the water, regardless of how good a diver the person is. Trouble
can arise without warning due to medical conditions, sudden changes in the environment or an unexpected variable
that no one can reasonably foresee. The most common cause of diver emergencies, however, is poor judgment. Remember that planning a dive is, in part, a risk assessment. Failing to use good judgment when assessing risk can
lead to diver emergencies.
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The continued support of your dive club is essential to its longevity. No other forum in Brevard County offers divers the opportunities like this club does. The Renewal fees for 2005 will remain the same as 2004:
$25 for a single member and $35 for a family membership. Your membership fees continue to be a value.
Please fill out the following information and your check made out to the Down Under Dive Club or DUDC
to our new address at :
PO Box 360105
Melbourne, Florida 32936-0105
Renewal fees can also be paid at the next club meeting! If you have any questions, please call the Membership Director, Marty Munnich at 253-4713.

DUDC Membership Renewal Application
Name: ____________________________

Highest Certification Level(s):__________

Family Members Name(s) (If renewing a family membership):

Highest Certification Level(s)

Membership Type (Check One): SINGLE ($25. 00) __________ FAMILY ($35. 00) __________
Current Mailing Address:
____________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ___________________

Cell or Work phone (optional): _________________

E-mail (Optional):
______________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact (Name/Phone):
Emergency Contact Information:

Name of Person to Contact in Case of Emergency

Relationship (I.e., Friend, Spouse, etc)

Telephone Number
How would you like to receive your monthly newsletter (please check one):
c E-Mail
April 2005

c Regular Mail
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Invite all your friends, co-workers and fellow divers . . . . . Anyone you know with
an interest in exploring our underwater world—

This is our opportunity to introduce new people to the Down Under Dive Club and show
what a great dive club we have.
•

•
•

Great Presentation on Wreck Diving & Treasure Hunting by Jim Stewart. Jim is
a highly experienced diver who has done several dives on the Andrea Doria and
many other wrecks off the NC Outer Banks. He and wife, Ellie live in Sebastian
and own American Speedy Printing in Palm Bay.
Great Raffle and Door prizes
Lots of refreshments

Date & Time: May 11, 2005 @ 7:30 p.m.
Location: Indian River Lagoon House, 3275 Dixie HWY NE, Palm Bay FL

Down Under Dive Club
PO Box 360105
Melbourne, Florida 32936-0105
www.downunderdiveclub.com

