
September 19 Dive  

at Jupiter 

Goliath Grouper aggregation!  This is an afternoon dive, con-

tact Scott Newland for information and to reserve your slot at 

divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com 

 

Speaker for September 9th 

Joe Bartoszek will speak to us.  

More on The Keys Trip  inside! 
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Meeting Location 

The Broken Barrel Tavern  

at 4700 Babcock Street NE  

Palm Bay, Florida 32905 
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM 

EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES AND GREAT STORIES!   

BRING A FRIEND AND CHECK US OUT!  

COME EARLY AND ORDER A FABULOUS MEAL 
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Event  Time  
 Member's 

Cost                   

 Coordinator 

Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   

Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay 

Every 2nd Wednesday of the 

Month @ 7 pm 
 Free   Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD 
Every 4th Monday of the Month 

@ 6:30 pm 
Free  Contact any Board Member to  Attend 

Blue Heron Bridge Dive Any time the Tide is Right! Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Jupiter Dive Sept. 19@ 1pm TBD Scott Newland divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com 

Bonnaire 2016 End of May 2016 TBD  Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 

paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for 

refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.         

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

Sea Level Scuba 

4155 Dow Rd Suite U  

Melbourne, FL. 32934 

(321)255-1825 

 

 

 

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 

2006 South Front Street 

Melbourne, Florida 32901 

(321) 723-5932 

JND Scuba Center 

4651 Babcock Street NE 

Palm Bay, FL 32905 

(321) 723-8888 

 

Yes, back by popular request.  The DUDC photo con-

test winners will be judged and prizes awarded at our 

February meeting.  Deadline for submission will be 

January 30, 2016.  Email photos to 

Admin@DownUnderDiveClub.com 

Categories: 

Wide Angle     Macro     Topside 

http://www.sealevelscuba.com


 

 

We have new t-shirts for sale with a Diving is Life logo on 

the back.  Regular T-shirts are $16, Women’s tanks are 
$16, Performance T’s are $20. 

Let’s Go Diving!  ………….

The Keys 
They said we were crazy to head into the 

path of Hurricane Erika.  They said we'd re-

gret it and our dives would be blown out!  

Well, I have to admit, I was a bit nervous 

for about 5 seconds.  What is the worse that 

could happen?  We'd be stranded in a bar in 

the Keys.  The KEYS!  Are you kidding?  I 

don't really see a down side!  These are the 

nearly true stories of our Down Under Dive 

Club TS Erika dive trip!  The names have not 

been changed to protect the innocent but 

what happens in the Keys stays in the Keys! 

Our journey started at the crack of noon on 

Friday, August 28, 2015.  Shauna, Laura and I (heretofore known as the Giggly Girl Group --

GG group for short) packed up and headed to the Interstate.  The trip seemed to fly by very 

quickly.  We hit showers in the West Palm Area but after that is was sunshine all the way.  We 

checked in, then checked out the bar within walking distance of our room--Snooks Bayside 

Restaurant and Grand Tiki Bar.  In order to stave off Hurricane Erika, we ordered and obliter-

ated one Florida Hurricane each.  By that time, we were starv-

ing.  We regrouped with the dive club and headed out to Ho-

bos.  Scott, John and Brian joined us for a unique dining ex-

perience.  The lamb burger was very tasty and Laura said her 

ceviche was awesome.  After dinner, we tested the waters of 

our pool and generally had a giggly good time! 

The next morning bright and early, we headed to Conch Re-

public.  The seas were reported to be a bit rough--over 2 foot.  

So they put us on the larger boat with South Florida Divers.  

We dove a site called Conch Reef.  It was a 40 to 45 foot 

deep reef system.  The water temperature was a perfect mid-

80s.  Joe and I had just turned around to head back to the 

boat, when we ran into a hawksbill turtle.  He kindly posed for 

us.  We thanked him.  Well, it was the polite thing to do.  We 
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continued on, marveling at the live coral!  After trying to photograph a shy juvenile angelfish, I 

look up and see a bull shark cruising passed.  I literally blinked my eyes to make sure I was 

seeing what I thought I was seeing.  After our second dive of the morning on Pleasure Reef 

which was equally impressive, we rushed across the street to 

a nice cafe called Made 2 Order and had a fast but great 

lunch.  The turkey croissant sandwiches were made with 1 

inch thick slices of turkey!  My artichoke brei roll was to die 

for! 

We rushed back in plenty of time to set up for the afternoon 

dives.  The Duane, a 329 foot Coast Guard Cutter, lies at a 

depth of 130 feet.  Yes, the current was a bit stiff and we all 

got our workout getting down the line.  The wreck was cov-

ered by fish.  Our group ran into two turtles that call the 

wreck their home.  We made it back to the boat, exhilarated 

by the experience.  At this time, I'd like to say a fond fare-

well to my 3rd Olympus Evolt-300 camera.  You served me 

well and I will not forget the good times we shared.  (luckily 

the memory card was not damaged!) 

Our second dive was 45 foot Reef.  The current was a bit 

strong, so the GG group headed into the current for the first leg of our dive--plus I was follow-

ing the lady that caught 3 lobsters that morning, hoping that we'd find some lobsters for Laura 

to wrangle.  I found one poking its head out of a hole and got Laura's attention.  After search-

ing for her lobster gauge and not finding it, we gave up and continued our dive.  The water was 

starting to silt up a bit, so I surfaced to locate the 

boat.  I was only 30 feet away from the anchor!  Yes, 

after all the drift diving, I can still navigate.  Every-

one else on the boat went the other way.  Hmmm.  

After a while, three heads popped up about 100 feet 

from the boat--down current.  The two younger cou-

ple were booking back to the boat without apparent 

effort.  But the captain jumped in with fins and swam 

the line out to the group.  Then our last diver popped 

to the surface.  The waves and the wind were picking 

up by this time and we lost sight of the diver on sev-
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eral occasions.  But we were able to guide the captain to his 

location.  They got back to the boat just in time for the heav-

ens to let loose.  I cannot stress enough the importance of 

planning your dive and staying with your dive buddy!  This 

could have ended quite differently. 

We quickly showered and headed out to our new favorite bar 

and began the decompression.  Laura sent out a mass email 

and we set our dinner plans in motion.  On to Snappers for 

the largest meal portions ever seen at a restaurant.  Sated 

with a healthy dose of food, beer and Vitamin SEA, we fell 

into a well earned sleep until 2 am when a loud bang and 

scream woke us from our aquatic dreams.  Thunderstorms 

brought to us by the leavings of Erika rocked through the 

keys and our roomy was a bit startled by the closeness of the 

lightning strike.  Even though the morning dives were can-

celed, we had a great time.  And we solemnly swear to do 

this again and again! 

PAGE 5 DOWN UNDER DIVE CLUB SEPTEMBER 2015 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  



 

 

 

 

 

The Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is centrally located along the sunny, Space Coast of Florida, in Brevard 

County.  Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC's numbers have grown to 100 strong.  

Our mission is to promote safe diving practices; organize dives for the benefit of our members; encourage 

the camaraderie of our members by providing relaxed social settings and encourage environmental respon-

sibility throughout the dive community.  Our dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bon-

aire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-aboard trips, spring dives, 

and even shark dives! We are a very diverse group of divers with men, women and kids from ages from 11 

to 65+ and certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, lo-

cated on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each 

month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA 

diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If you have 

any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Jared Maynard VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Debra Young Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Jennifer VanWell Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 Shauna Hume Membership@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:  Scott Newland Divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com 
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ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:   

If you have any items you wish to sell or trade, 

send an email with a brief description to 

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starv-

ing diver/artist.  Jeri Curley has her dive 

photos for sale.  You can purchase them at 

the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level 

Scuba.   

Like new $2000.00 value for $990.00 

BC-BELLA,WOMENS MED SIZE BLUE 

REGULATOR-SCUBA PRO- 

ALADIN PRIME COMPUTER 

SAFETY SIGNAL DIVICE 

WEIGHTS/SAFETY SAUSAGE 

WHEELED MESH DUFFEL 

I HAVE THE ORIGINAL RECEITS IF NEEDED. 

Janice.Senich@wuesthoff.com 

Underwater Camera and Case 4 Sale 

Canon G-9, overhauled by Canon 2 dives ago 

Includes extra batteries, carrying bag 

Ikelite Underwater Housing for G9, overhauled by 
Ike 3 dives ago 

Includes handle, coil strap to connect to your dive 
gear 

$750.00 

Irishman@IrishmanSoftware.com 
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