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Event  Time  
 Member's 

Cost                   

 Coordinator 

Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   

Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay 

Every 2nd Wednesday of the 

Month @ 7 pm 
 Free   Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD 
Every 4th Monday of the Month 

@ 6:30 pm 
Free  Contact any Board Member to  Attend 

Blue Heron Bridge Dive Any time the Tide is Right! Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Jupiter Dive Center, Riviera Beach 10 November 2012, @ 9 am $55 Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Manatee Snorkel January & February 2013 TBD Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 

paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for 

refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.         

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

Sea Level Scuba 

4155 Dow Rd Suite U  

Melbourne, FL. 32934 

(321)255-1825 

 

 

 

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 

2006 South Front Street 

Melbourne, Florida 32901 

(321) 723-5932 

JND Scuba Center 

4651 Babcock Street NE 

Palm Bay, FL 32905 

(321) 723-8888 

 

 

 

DUDC says a fond 

farewell to David 

Finley.  He died 

peacefully in his 

sleep on October 6, 

2012.  He was an 

avid and very skilled 

hunter and diver.  

We will miss him 

greatly. 

DUES  

Don’t forget Club Dues are Due in February.  

Keep your membership current.  $25 for sin-

gle member and $35 for family membership.  

Ask about any discounts available. 

http://www.sealevelscuba.com


 

 

   

PHOTO CONTEST 

The Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is pleased to announce a photography contest. Partici-
pants are allowed a maximum of two entries. There are six categories for entries: 

 Novice - Above water, but dive related 
 Novice - Underwater Wide Angle 
 Novice - Underwater Close-Up 
 Experienced - Above water, but dive related 
 Experienced - Underwater Wide Angle 
 Experienced - Underwater Close-Up 

All participants must be club members. Entries 
should measure no more than 1200 pixels on the 
longest side. Photos should have only minor edits 
performed (crop, rotate, color correction, scale, 
etc.) as this is a photography contest, not a graphic design contest. Entries should be submit-
ted in as a .jpg or .png file. 

Participants will retain copyright on their respective entries. By entering, participants grant 
the Down Under Dive Club a non-exclusive, worldwide, royalty-free license to edit, publish, or 
republish the submission in perpetuity in any and all media for any purpose, without further 
permission, notice or compensation. 

Entries must be original works by the contest participant. Attach entries to an Email indicat-
ing the category to photo@downunderdiveclub.com This e-mail address is being protected 
from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it. . Include any comments about the 
entries in that Email. All entries must received by November 30, 2012. Prizes will be awarded 
at the regular December meeting on Wednesday, December 12, 2012. 

Looking at the plans for next year and I can’t wait!  In the 

works are Manatee Snorkels, Keys Trips, Curacao... 

Until Next time, I’ll See you Down Under! 

 —Jeri L. Curley, President  
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President’s Message 

Photo by Vicky Spang  

Photo by Brian & Ashley  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JPEG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portable_Network_Graphics
mailto:photo@downunderdiveclub.com
http://www.downunderdiveclub.com/component/jevents/icalrepeat.detail/2012/12/12/419/-/club-meeting.html


Drift Diving Basics 
By Terry Peterman 

 

     I’ve had several people approach me lately asking about how diffi-

cult drift diving is.  Well the truth of the matter is the diving couldn’t 
be easier, as long as you’re going with the current.  Drift diving is a 

integral part of some of the best diving Florida has to offer.  From Port 
St Lucy south to Ft Lauderdale the Gulf Stream’s proximity to shore makes drift diving a fact of 

life.  The speed of the current and even it’s direction are a function of the actual position of the 
gulf stream which can vary from one day to the next.  Usually the drift current will run north in 
the direction of the gulf steam but occasionally the stream moves far enough off shore to cre-

ate an eddy current that runs south.  The Gulf Stream is typically a 5 knot current and al-
though you won’t see that kind of speed close to shore in the diving areas it is quite possible to 

see currents approaching 2 knots.  Since the fastest most divers can travel is well under 1 knot 
it’s typically not possible to swim against the current.  This environment has created the ne-
cessity of developing diving techniques unique to drift diving.  Different dive boat operators 

have their own variations but basics are pretty universal.  One obvious practice is not anchor-
ing, since you would not be able to swim back to the boat (wreck diving can create an excep-

tion to this).  One key principle is that the closer you get to the bottom the slower the current 
will be.  This creates a necessity to get everyone off the boat fast and in a close group.  It also 
means that if you don’t get to the bottom with the group the current will carry you ahead of 

them, creating the need to grab an outcropping of rock and flapping in the current till the 
group catches up.  If they don’t meet up with you soon or you can’t locate the ledge, return to 

the surface and let the boat re-drop you.  This brings us to another key point, someone in the 
group will be carrying a float, usually a dive guide, and the boat will be following that float.  
Lose the dive guide, lose the float, and lose the boat.  If you need to come up before the dive 

guide, follow the float line to the surface but don’t grab it.  Remember someone is attached to 
it on the bottom.  When you get to the surface and have the boats attention give them an ok 

and allow yourself to drift from the float so the boat won’t risk running over the float line.  If 
you get separated from the group and find yourself surfacing a long way from the boat, don’t 
panic, the boat captain knows which way the current is carrying you.  Inflate your signal sau-

sage, and then float there until they come after you.  If there are others with the group that 
need picked up, they will come first.  If you 

want to get a longer look at things on the bot-
tom stay as close to the bottom as possible to 
reduce the current and yes I’m talking about 

almost rubbing your tummy on the bottom.  
Unless your really good at spotting fire coral 

and hydra, it’s a good idea to wear gloves, be-
cause sooner or later you’ll need to fend your-

self off from the rocks.  Try to avoid grabbing 
sponges and soft corals, they will just rip loose 
and be fatally damaged.  Drift diving in Florida 

rivals diving in the Keys, and the more you do it 
the more comfortable you will be with it.  See 

you at the anchor (or the float line ). 
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Photo by Terry Peterman  

Photo by Brian & Ashley  

Salva 

Vida 
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Spotted Spoon-nose Eel 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. Formed 

in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to 

promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and encourage 

environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered the Atlantic ocean, 

from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-

aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers.  There 

are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water di-

vers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, Lo-

cated on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each 

month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in 

SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If 

you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Shannon Hackett VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer JoEllen Dessert Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Vicki Spang Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 Kyle Frinkley Membership@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:  Scott Newland Divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com 
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Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:   

If you have any items you wish to sell or trade, 

send an email with a brief description to 

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starv-

ing diver/artist.  Jeri Curley has her dive 

photos for sale.  You can purchase them at 

the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level 

Scuba.   

 

 

Cameras for Sale – Make an offer 

Canon G10 15MP camera & housing, Bonica Neon-XP 
strobes, Nikon D80 SLR 10MP camera & housing, SB-800 
strobe & housing, Intova strobes and lots more. Will sell all 
or individual items as needed. Make offer. John Dockendorf 
321.431.0430 johndockendorf@earthlink.net  

Taking orders for 2013 Calendar.  

There appear to be a lot of Sea-

horses in my 2013 calen-

dar...wonder why?!!! 

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

mailto:membership@downunderdiveclub.com
mailto:johndockendorf@earthlink.net

