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Deep Dives of the Great Lakes
Our very own Dale Purchase will be presenting
“Technical Wreck Diving” at out next meeting.
Photo by Michael Wheat
Dale spent a significant portion of his diving career diving in the Great Lakes (brrrrr…..) exploring boats that made their way to
the bottom of the ocean. His parents never taught him that it was easier to explore them while they were still on the surface. ;-) According to Dale, that is just
a minor detail.

About Our Club & For

6
During his “God, this is cold” diving days in the Great Lakes, Dale was a member of
Sale
the Great Lakes Under Water Photographic Group. The charter of this organization was to document through film and exploration historic wrecks in the area.
During his tenure with the group, not only did they document countless known wrecks, they were also responsible for
locating and identifying an additional 7 more. Wow… how hard can identification be???? Just read the name on the
side of the ship right!?!?!?!?! Dale says it is MUCH more complicated then that.
Dale began his diving career over 50 years ago and has logged over 4500 dives in that time. His experience spans the
world of caves, wrecks, deep ledges, and “why am I here” murky lakes. The only thing he has not done is collect golf
balls at the golf courses… But Dale, that could be a good way to spend time with your wife who LOVES golf!!!! Just a
thought…
Dale has a true passion for scuba diving and loves to share his knowledge and experience with people wanting to grow
and learn. The presentation will center on four deep wrecks (beyond 150 feet) that he spent time on in the Great Lakes.
He will also be discussing the gear, training, and gases needed to explore these truly wondrous locations.

Congratulations to
Last Months Winners:
Bobbi Spielman won Purple Tank Holders
Jeff Meyers won a Safety Sausage
Cheryl Bartos won a Lobster Tickle Stick

Event

Time

Member's
Cost

DUDC Meeting
Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
9/9/09 @ 7:00 p.m.

Free

DUDC Board Meeting
**Meeting place TBD

Monday 9/24/09 @ 6:30
p.m.

Free

Little Cayman

6/26/10 to 7/3/10

Blue Heron Bridge

TBD

Jupiter Dive Center

Saturday, November 21
@ 9 am

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail
Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com
Contact any Board Member to Attend

Michael Wheat

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

$58

Dale Purchase

dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:
Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled
event or with a paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board
approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when
dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

Membership Drive
By Terry Peterman
The success of any club is a function of the size and ambition of its membership.
We have a good membership with lots of ambition. But we all need to encourage the
growth of the club by recruiting new members. We have a decent size membership
now but people move and circumstances change making the loss of members a fact of
life. But more importantly a large membership will facilitate more Dive Trips, More
exciting meetings, more activities. As a secondary perk it makes it possible to make
connections with persons of varied interests in our community. Now that your convinced that you need to help recruit members, how exactly do you go about doing it. Lots of ways, an
easy way is to print off copies of the newsletter, (lets face it, that ink is just drying up in that cartridge
anyway), Leave them in public areas such as the break room at work or Doctors offices. Invite friends
and coworkers, strangers for that matter, whom you
know are divers, to come to a club meeting. We’ve been
having some great speakers, I’m sure they will have a
good time. Use your imagination but don’t be afraid to
take advantage of an opportunity to recruit a new
member. New members, new ideas, new trips. It sure
beats growing old.
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President’s Message
Our last meeting provided an interesting perspective of the uniqueness of the undersea
world just off our own Space Coast. Thanks to Joe Bartoszek for providing us with an
informative program on the Oculina reef. The damage that has been done to the reef is
staggering and well documented. That there have been restrictions placed on how it is
fished in an attempt to save it from complete destruction is good news. Even more
interesting was that one of the original fishers of the reef is now working hard to protect it. Thank you, Joe, for taking the time to share this information with us.
On to current issues. Jeri’s dives at the Blue Heron Bridge have been going nicely.
Last dive included Tom Croonquist bringing his grill so that all who wanted could
enjoy a picnic afterwards. Thanks to both Tom and Jeri or (Jeri and Tom).
We will have a dive scheduled for November 21st and hope that lots of you will be able to attend. It is currently set to
operate out of Jupiter Dive Center.
Christmas is almost upon us. That means our annual Christmas meeting. No speaker, just a short review of business
and dives and then on to the dinner and gift exchange. We recommend that the value of the gift not exceed $20.00. The
club will be bringing the main course of ham, turkey and a beef brisket. The rest is going to be pot luck. We will have
a sign up sheet for what else is needed at the November meeting. So please, bring your favorite quick and easy dish to
share with us. The gift exchange will be our regular Chinese exchange. That means that whatever you get may be taken
but that one item can only be taken 3 times. After that it stays with its happy new owner. We are also going to move
the meeting time up to 630PM. It just takes some extra time to sate our appetites and then do the exchange. So, that’s
630PM on December 9, 2009 at the Lagoon House. Hope to see everyone there.
And a final thought. It seems none of us have been immune to the effects of the economic downturn that has gripped
our nation. Please let us know what you might be interested in doing. We are looking at trying something different for
the winter months and some activities of a non diving nature have been suggested. We don’t have anything that is going
to be free but we will try to get you the best value for your dollar that we possibly can. If you have ideas for diving or
non-diving activities let us know. You can corner us at the meetings, email us through the club website or give us a
phone call. Do keep in touch and let us know what you’d like to do. So talk to us and let us know your thoughts. We
don’t have a monopoly on ideas and depend on your input.

Bill Allen, President
Jupiter Dive:
There will be a club dive with Jupiter dive Center on Nov.21, at 9AM. You need to be there by 8:30 to
check in. Visibility has been very good at Jupiter the past couple of months . This will be a two tank
dive. Cost $58.00. Sign up at the next meeting, or by E‐mail at dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com.

Holiday Party
Don’t forget the annual Holiday Party will be held at the
December meeting—December 9th at 6:30. Sign up to
bring a dish at the November meeting!
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Avoiding Panic
By Terry Peterman
When Threatened our body undergoes some significant biological
changes. Blood vessels constrict and blood pressure rises. Blood flow to
the extremities is restricted. Excess blood is redirected to the muscles.
Rapid deep respirations hyper oxygenate the blood and deliver more
oxygen to the brain. Thought and sensory functions are enhanced.
Sugar is released from the liver into the blood to provide muscles with
energy. Pupils dilate to allow a better view. Hearing becomes more
acute and digestive activity is suspended resulting in dry mouth. The
emotion of fear mobilizes us for quick action and ,at times,
“Superhuman” efforts. This is the response for fight but running away
and even freezing in place are equally valid responses, depending on the circumstances.
These reactions were all necessary in a world where you might be the next meal for a saber-toothed
tiger. But in the modern world responses like this can be an avenue to making an uncomfortable situation worse. Underwater, potentially dangerous situations might involve equipment malfunctions, separation from your buddy or dive group, changes in visibility, and running low on air. If you think of fearful and anxious feelings as a signal to which you can thoughtfully react. You can take steps to prevent
fright from turning to panic. A major factor in handling those anxious and panicky feelings is learning
to anticipate consequences. Training and Experience will help to build confidence and prepare you to
anticipate consequences.
Use your breathing to alarm you that Panic is sneaking up on you and it’s time to deal with it. When
you notice your breathing rate increase, immediately take action to control it. Often counting can help
slow your respirations. Try counting to six while inhaling and count to six while exhaling. Stop what
your doing and just concentrate on your breathing. Another trick is to focus on breathing with your
belly, as you breath, let your belly expand as if you were inflating a balloon. This is called diaphragmatic
breathing. Once you have your breathing rate under control you can break out of the panic cycle, you
now have the opportunity to reason your way out of the situation. If your thinking patterns are becoming a handicap, it’s time to argue with yourself and convince yourself to solve the problem instead of succumbing to the problem.
Listening to your body will help you recognize the onset of panic and take control of the situation before It gets blown out of proportion. Dive safe and see you at the Anchor.

Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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Blue Heron Bridge Arctic Adventure
The alarm interrupts my dreams and I hit the snooze…twice. Just another
morning coming too soon. I pull myself out of bed and brush my teeth,
wash my face, comb my hair. I smile at my dog who looks at me with
droopy eyes, then turns to burrow under the covers, escaping the morning
and the light.

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Why did my alarm wake me this early? A dive. Of course. My gear is
packed and I head out to meet my buddies. I pull into the Bobbi’s drive
and see Bumblebee in my headlights—Mike’s new car. The street is quiet
as we pack gear into my car. Not even Bobbi’s guard dogs make a sound.
The stars twinkle above us as we head out onto the highway, a great day of
diving ahead of us.

I have flash backs of my own childhood as I listen to Vicky and Ken in the
back. “That’s your side…He’s touching me…Are we there yet?” In reflex, I utter those familiar words that I
heard so many times growing up “If I have to stop this car…”
We arrive at our destination, fully caffeinated. I shiver as I get out. I’m glad I decided to wear sweats. There’s
an arctic chill in the air, brought down from Michigan by Dale’s dive buddy and our newest member, Jeff. Af‐
ter a quick tour of the parking lot to see who else had shown up for the dive, we very quickly don our gear and
head for the warm water. The gusting northern wind had stirred up the water. The minute we submerge, a
southern stingray with his entourage of jacks swims by us, stopping occasionally to stir up the bottom to feed,
then he bids us adieu. We make the circuit, looking for our old friends—the garden eels, yellowhead jawfish,
peacock flounders, eels, the octopus that lives in a cinderblock… He had constructed a door out of an oyster
shell or maybe he was too lazy to take out the trash. But he was in his usual spot, curled up, trying to catch
some Z’s.
I head toward the eastern part of the small bridge and I notice the shadow of a tail in the sand. I look closer
and that tail is attached to a pair of eyes‐‐A Stargazer buried in the sand! I fan some of the sand away and un‐
cover a face. I motion to my dive buddies. Diane fans more of the sand away, trying to get it to move.
The visibility was low that day and the barracuda allowed us to get very close. Someone points to a speck on a
hydroid. I look. They point again, indicating that it’s small. I look again. All I see is a reddish blob, less than a
quarter of an inch long. I shoot off a couple of photos, hoping that I’ll be able to figure out what I’m looking at
from the ENLARGED photo. It turned out to be a nudibranch—out of focus. Oh, the beauty we miss when we
cannot see.
Halfway under the bridge, I feel a tug on my fin. I turn and Tom waves howdy‐‐Dive number 300! The current
has changed direction. I don’t want to leave the water. The air temperature is still sub‐70 degrees and the
wind chill is “bone chilling.”
We very quickly shower off and change. When we come back to Tom’s Dive Van, we are greeted by a group
huddled by the gas grill. Hamburgers are cooking and the aroma makes my tummy grumble. Then Bobbi and
Mike pull out the steaks. My puny little veggie burgers just don’t seem as appetizing now. Luckily Bobbi also
baked the night before and we had plenty of sugar filled “energy” bars. It was a great day and great company.
Let’s do it again! —Jeri L. Curley
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida.
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone,
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives,
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group
of divers. There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new
Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Indian River Lagoon
House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE: If you have any
items you wish to sell or trade, send an email
with a brief description to
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.

COMPLETE SCUBA GEAR FOR WOMAN

PHOTOS FOR SALE: Help support a starving
diver/artist. Jeri Curley has her dive photos for
sale. You can purchase them at the monthly
club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.
USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL

Size Medium, Used 103 Dives, Well Maintained

Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 ‐ 1 year old, excellent
shape, comes with warranty $500
MaryKay Chable 321‐544‐2729 Used Mk25 X650 ‐ 1 year old, excellent shape,
comes with warranty $400
Two Tanks Hydro‐tested March 2003, Visual Sep‐
Used rental bcd ‐ 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt
tember 2006; Body Glove size medium, excellent
condition, Cold water wet suite used 5 times size M; inflator $199
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit
Black and Blue Dive Skin For Summer; Two Hoods,
Weights and weight belt; Tusa Vest – excellent con‐ $149
dition; American Divers regulator complete gear
Women's O'Neill 3/2 mm full wetsuit, size 12;
and hoses – Serviced September 2006; Boots size
gently used; excellent condition. $30. Judy
medium 9 – 10, Pink Fins; Pink Gloves, Knife, Dive
Hesselbacher 321‐676‐3326. If no answer,
Watch Free Style Predator; Dry Bag, Pink Dive Bag;
please leave a message or send email to
Orange Inflatable Emergency Sausage / Whistle

$500

jhesselb@comcast.net

Board of Directors
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President :

Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Michael Wheat

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Bob Carmichael

bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

Jeri L. Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

Craig Capion

ccapion@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Terry Peterman

tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:

Dale Purchase

dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com
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