May 2010

Down Under
Dive Club
DUDC Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, May 12th @ 7 pm
Speaker for May:

Cindy Dolaway with the Sea Turtle
Preservation Society
The Sea Turtle Preservation Society is a not for profit organization
dedicated to the preservation of these unique turtles through public
education and research. This year, using volunteer and government
employees, they were able to rescue and save over 1500 cold
stunned turtles in Brevard/Volusia Counties. State wide only 20% of
the cold stunned turtles rescued survived.
Cindy Dolaway a retired High School English Teacher from central
New York and the current Education Coordinator for the Sea Turtle
Preservation Society and Board of Directors Member will be our featured speaker for May. Join us to learn about the efforts being made
to save our sea turtle populations.
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Club Dues are Due!
Club dues are due. Dues are $25 for individual and $35 for family. You can pay at
the meeting or mail a check made out to DUDC, Inc to the club address at PO Box
360105, Melbourne FL 32936. Any questions, contact me at
Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com or our new treasurer Kyle Frinkley.

Winners in April
Tom Croonquist—Log Book
Bob Carmichael—Dry Box
Bob Senton—Wet Suit Shampoo

Event

Time

Member's
Cost

DUDC Meeting
Lagoon House, Palm Bay

Wednesday,
5/12/10 @ 7 p.m.

Free

DUDC Board Meeting
**Meeting place TBD

Monday 5/24/10 @ 6:30
p.m.

Free

Little Cayman

6/26/10 to 7/3/10

Blue Heron Bridge

6/5/10 in the water by
2:30 pm

Jupiter Dive Center Night Dive

5/29/10 at 5:30 pm

Wetter the Better

5/15/10

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail
Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com
Contact any Board Member to Attend

Michael Wheat

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

$68

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com
kendaub@bellsouth.net

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled event or with a
paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval. All requests for
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
DUDC.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

We Support Our Local Dive Shops:
Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888

Open Water Classes starting EVERYDAY
Open Water Classes
Venture Crew (Youth group) meeting April 6th
Class: April 3rd – 4th; April 24th – 25th; May 15th – 16th
th
th
Open Water Training Dives April 10 – 11
Dives: April 10th – 11th; May 1st – 2nd; May 22nd – 23rd
th
th
th
Cavern course starting April 5 dives April 10 -11 in
Advanced Open Water Class
North Florida
Class: April 9th; April 30th; May 21st
th
Solo Diving course starting April 19
Dives: April 10th – 11th; May 1st – 2nd; May 22nd – 23rd
th
th
Rescue Diver dives April 17 & 18
Rescue Class
Spring Dives (Ginnie Springs & Paradise) April 10th - 11th
Class: April 16th; May 21st; May 21st
Dives: April 17th – 18th; May 22nd – 23rd; May 22nd – 23rd
Nitrox Class
Class: April 21st
Red Sea Trip June 8-25th
Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932
Open Water Classes
Class: April 5th; April 10th – 11th; April 13th; May 3rd;
May 11th; May 15th– 16th; May 25th; June 5th– 6th
Dives: April 17th – 18th; May 1st – 2nd; May 22nd – 23rd;
May 29th– 30th; May 22nd– 23rd; June 12th– 13th
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Advanced Open Water Class with Nitrox
Class: May 28th
Dives: May 29th – 30th
Advanced Open Water
Class: April 9th
Dives: April 10th – 11th
Nitrox Class
Class: April 16th; May 14th
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President’s Message
Last month was an interesting meeting. For the first in quite a
while we had an open discussion on why it is important to support
out local dive stores. The views were many and well stated on
both buying online and in our local stores. All sides got plenty of
air time, so much so that our meeting ran long (apologies to MRC
for any inconvenience to them). It was fun and informative for
everyone. I still buy things, and as I said it is usually because I
want the item. After 40 plus years of diving there isn’t much that I
actually need anymore. Sometimes something will wear out or die
and then I need it. But still, 99% of my dollars are spent because
I want to. At that point I think it is important that we support our
local dive shops. If the only thing that they can sell us is air fills
they won’t survive.
At a board meeting a couple of months ago some suggestions
were tossed around on how to make the club meetings more interesting. One of these was to have people tell us about their first dive or first unusual diving experience. So with this in mind I have decided to take the lead and relate my first diving experience to
the group and then draw a name or have a member suggest someone or offer his/her own experience(s) with early or first dives. So think about it, it could be you who get to regale us all with your
story. And the great thing about diving tales, they are always interesting. I think this will be
something fun and different for us. Maybe make a recurring event. After-all, we like to share our
underwater adventures. And no, you don’t have to have pictures to prove it happened. We’ll believe you. And your suggestions on how to liven up the meeting are welcome as well. We want
your input. It is your club, make it what you want it to be.
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

I don’t want to forget to say thank you to Tony Tedeschi for his presentation on Tech Diving. He is
at the cutting edge of today’s diving. This is specialized diving and the level of skill and dedication
and training that it requires is indeed impressive.
This month the Sea Turtle Preservation Society will be our guest. It should prove most interesting.
Turtles after-all, are one of the critters that we all enjoy seeing and talking about.
The club picnic is coming up on May 22, 2010.
It will be starting at 10AM at Futch Park (aka Paradise Park) on A1A at Paradise Blvd. That is right
across the street from the Walgreens. It is potluck again. The club will be providing fried chicken,
burgers, dogs, condiments, a potato salad and drinks. We will have a sign up sheet for everything
else. A cautionary note here, Parks & Rec rules prohibit glass containers. I am sure this will be as
much fun as all the other picnics I’ve been to in the past. The volley ball courts are directly in front
of our pavilion so if anyone has a volleyball, bring it. Maybe we put a game or two together. This
is a family event so bring the family with you. We look forward to enjoying a great time with you
all. See you there.

Bill Allen, President
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WHERE ARE THE GOOD HABITS WE
LEARNED IN CLASS
By Terry Peterman
One of my favorite Posters is titled “Everything I need to know for life I learned in
Kindergarten” Along those same lines, what happen to all the good habits we
learned in Scuba class. When I was Instructing I would lay out every detail of the
dive plan to the students, and tell my students to meticulously inspect their gear
before a dive, to check the condition of the tank o‐ring, Check the bite tabs on your
second stage, inspect all your straps for cracking and dry root, and so on. When was the last time you did
this? For some reason we seem to have forgotten to do all these simple checks and careful planning we
learned in Dive class. When was the last time you saw someone come back on the dive boat with their regu‐
lator in their mouth and mask on their face as you learned In class. Next Time your on the dive boat, think
back to your dive class and try to develop the good habits that were presented to you in dive class as things
you just do automatically each time you dive. See you at the Anchor.

Full Moon Madness
And my 29 ½ year
Birthday
Celebration!
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Yes, it is that time of the year again when spring
makes hearts sing and the sea turtles dance. Okay, they don’t really dance. But on a night dive, it sure
seems that way. Once again we are planning a FULL MOON night dive to watch the sea turtle display during
mating season. Last year we encountered, Loggerheads, Greens and Hawksbill Turtles. Someone even saw
a Leatherback. We are going to do it again May 29th with Jupiter Dive Center. The group rate for Down
Under Dive Club is $68. We need to be at the dock by 5:30pm. For more information contact Jeri Curley at
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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Diving With Alligators?
John Karuza

Alligator

Our own John Karuza was amazed to find this bad boy off West Palm Beach. Yes, it is an alligator—
only the upper teeth can be seen when the mouth is closed! I labeled each diver, in case you couldn’t
tell one from the other.

June Consolation Dive
That’s right! For those of us not able to travel to Little Cayman
we are offering a consolation dive. The dive club will knock off $5
from our normal rate. Details to be announced at the next meet‐
ing!

Come Dive With ME!!!
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida.
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone,
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives,
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group
of divers. There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new
Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Indian River Lagoon
House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE: If you have any PHOTOS FOR SALE: Help support a starving diver/artist. Jeri
items you wish to sell or trade, send an email Curley has her dive photos for sale. You can purchase them
with a brief description to at the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.
Use Dive Gear for Sale: Contact Bess Severance at (321)
727-2852 or rseverance4@cfl.rr.com
6 Dacor 80 cu in aluminum tank, 2 available, $30 each,
needs hydro
6 US Divers 60 cu in aluminum tank, $25, needs hydro
6 Sherwood Magnum regulator set, 1st and 2nd stage with
pressure gage, 2 sets available, $30 each set, needs
servicing
6 Subapro Jet Fins, medium size, $30
6 Weight belts (3), weights (3 blocks of 2 lbs, 5 blocks of 1
lb), $20
6 Fathom shortie, large size, $5
6 Dive booties with zippers, XL size, $5
6 Dive booties, slip on type, medium size, $5
6 Dive flag and float set, 3 sets available, $5 for all 3 sets
6 Ikelight flashlight, $5

USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL
Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 ‐ 1 year old, excellent shape, comes
with warranty $500
Used Mk25 X650 ‐ 1 year old, excellent shape, comes with war‐
ranty $400
Used rental bcd ‐ 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt inflator $199
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit $149

Board of Directors
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President :

Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Jeri L. Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Kyle Frinkley

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

Vicki Spang

Membership:

Henry Schoepp

Safety Officer:

Terry Peterman

Dive Coordinator:

Ken Daub

tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com
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