
Speakers for May 

Bob and Maria Hickerson 
 

Lionfish constitute a form of 
“Biological Pollution” and 

pose a “Clear and Present 
Threat” to Florida’s native 

species and their habitats 
within the currently-invaded 

marine ecosystem. 

Bob and Maria Hickerson are 

avid SCUBA divers, photogra-
phers, and environmental-

ists. These two conservationists now find themselves advo-

cating the removal of this beautiful but destructive species. 
They have been developing unique tools which allow for the 

safe and expeditious removal of lionfish as well as live cap-
ture for research purposes. 

With no natural predators here, lionfish continue to grow in 
size, multiply rapidly, and decimate juveniles of our local 

game fish and crustaceans.  
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Meeting Location 

The Broken Barrel Tavern  

at 4700 Babcock Street NE  

Palm Bay, Florida 32905 
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM 

EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES AND GREAT STORIES!   

BRING A FRIEND AND CHECK US OUT!  

COME EARLY AND ORDER A FABULOUS MEAL 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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Event  Time  
 Member's 

Cost                   

 Coordinator 

Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   

Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay 

Every 2nd Wednesday of the 

Month @ 7 pm 
 Free   Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD 
Every 4th Monday of the Month 

@ 6:30 pm 
Free  Contact any Board Member to  Attend 

Blue Heron Bridge Dive Any time the Tide is Right! Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Night Dive June 1, Abernethy 1 tank $45 Scott Newland 
Divecoordinator 

@downunderdiveclub.com 

Afternoon Abernethy Dive June 1, Abernethy $57 Scott Newland 
Divecoordinator 

@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 

paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for 

refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.         

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

Sea Level Scuba 

4155 Dow Rd Suite U  

Melbourne, FL. 32934 

(321)255-1825 

 

 

 

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 

2006 South Front Street 

Melbourne, Florida 32901 

(321) 723-5932 

JND Scuba Center 

4651 Babcock Street NE 

Palm Bay, FL 32905 

(321) 723-8888 

 

Photo Contest 2013 

Start taking those photos for our 2013 photo 

contest.  This year judging will done by Jeri 

Curley and John Dockendorf.  For tips on how 

to take that winning shot, don’t hesitate to ask 

us on our next dive together. 

 

DUES  

Don’t forget Club Dues are Due in February.  

Keep your membership current.  $25 for sin-

gle member and $35 for family membership.  

Ask about any discounts available. 

http://www.sealevelscuba.com


 

 

   

Dive Season is Here! 

Come Rain and Shine we had a great time at our annual pic-
nic.  It has been a strange year for the weather.  Getting 
warm then cold then warm again!  Hopefully we can all get 
back into the water and moisten our gills—though I know 
quite a few of you have braved the cold and the waves to get 
your monthly fix.  I am hoping to put away my 7mm wetsuit 
this weekend and find the elusive seahorses and frogfish of 
Blue Heron Bridge.  I haven’t stopped taking photos, of 
course.  They’ve all be terrestrial in nature!   

Spring is a time for renewal and May is the month to remem-
ber.  Don’t forget all the men and women who gave their life 
for your freedom.   

If you are not receiving email notices and the newsletter, send an email to admin@downunderdiveclub.com 
and ask to be put on the list.   

If you bring someone to the meeting who becomes a new member at that time, you will receive a raffle 
ticket for a chance to win the Cressi dive computer.  Remember newly certified divers, active military and 
college students receive a $10 discount on membership dues. 

Until Next time, I’ll See you Down Under! 

 —Jeri L. Curley, President  
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President’s Message 

Photo by Vicky Spang  



Decompression Diving 
by Terry Peterman 

 

     I’m concerned the giant leaps in technology in Dive Computers may 
be tempting recreational divers into the idea of increasing bottom time 
by overstaying the no-decompression limit and following the computers 
instructions for stage decompression.  Back in my days of Scuba instruc-
tion the position of all the certifying agencies was never to do stage de-
compression unless it was an emergency or unless you’re technically 
trained for it and I always added unless your being paid very well for it.  
No-Decompression limits are really somewhat of a misnomer.  The 60ft 
per minute ascent rate was established by the navy as appropriate to 
provide safe decompression from the depth and times in the no-
decompression limits they established. There has been a great deal of 
controversy over the years weather 25fpm might be more appropriate 
but these tables were considered appropriate for recreational diving because they allow for essentially im-
mediate access to the surface in the event of problems.  When you enter the realm of stage decompression 
you put yourself in the position of essentially having a roof over your head.  Once you cross that line, no 
matter what happens underwater you must do the required stops before you can surface or face certain 
bubble formation and decompression issues including everything from embolism, osteonecrosis and paraly-
sis to death.   Proper stage decompression diving requires and is not limited to redundant air supply, redun-
dant dive computers, and available oxygen at the surface.  I’m not saying that just because you did a stage 
decompression dive your going to die.  But it is important to realize that engaging in such activity without 
the proper training and equipment has added a great deal of severe risk to your diving activity.  I don’t want 
to see any of you becoming part of next years dive statistics.  If you feel compelled to do decompression div-
ing, I strongly urge you to take a technical diving course and make the investment in the extra gear required 
to do it right.  See you at the anchor. 
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. Formed 

in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to 

promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and encourage 

environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered the Atlantic ocean, 

from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-

aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers.  There 

are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water di-

vers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, Lo-

cated on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each 

month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in 

SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If 

you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Shauna Hume VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer JoEllen Dessert Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Diane Ford Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 Vicki Spang Membership@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:  Scott Newland Divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com 
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Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:   

If you have any items you wish to sell or trade, 

send an email with a brief description to 

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starv-

ing diver/artist.  Jeri Curley has her dive 

photos for sale.  You can purchase them at 

the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level 

Scuba.   

Cameras for Sale – Make an offer 

Canon G10 15MP camera & housing, Bonica Neon-XP 
strobes, Nikon D80 SLR 10MP camera & housing, SB-800 
strobe & housing, Intova strobes and lots more. Will sell all 
or individual items as needed. Make offer. John Dockendorf 
321.431.0430 johndockendorf@earthlink.net  

Ladies black 2 piece 7mm Oceanic XL NEVER 
WORN wetsuit. Runs small. $150 or BO. Email 
sandyandtom@bellsouth.net or call 772-664-5601 
and leave message.  

mailto:membership@downunderdiveclub.com
mailto:johndockendorf@earthlink.net
mailto:sandyandtom@bellsouth.net

