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Down Under
Dive Club
DUDC Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, March 9th @ 7 pm

Club Officer Elections
Support your dive club and help make this the best dive year ever!
Elections will be held at the March Meeting. Nominees listed on
page 2. As celebration we will be having a PIZZA PARTY!

We’re Moving in April 2011
The Broken Barrel Tavern
at 4700 Babcock Street NE Palm Bay,
Florida 32905
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM

Since 1984
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Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Alan Lowe
The BP Oil spill could have destroyed Florida’s coral reefs. What could be done if the
reefs suffer some kind of natural disaster? One man has an idea, coral cultivation/
propagation. Come see the latest in the technology and find out how you can help.
Our Guest speaker for the night is Alan Lowe, well known for his Coral Propagation
Farm off the coast of Mustique. Alan will be discussing his previous farm and an
opportunity that has recently been presented to us for a Coral Farm in the US.

Big Winner In February
Bob Smith won the 50/50

Event
DUDC Meeting
Lagoon House, Palm Bay

Time

Member's
Cost

Wednesday,
2/9/11 @ 7 p.m.

Free

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD Monday 2/28/11 @ 6:30 p.m.

St. Paddy Dive

March 19, 2011

Starlight Zipline Tour

March 26, 2011 @6:30
tentative date

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail
Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com
Contact any Board Member to
Attend

Free
$68.90
$87

Henry Schoepp

membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Your Dive Here
Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled event or with a
paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval. All requests for
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or
DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

We Support Our Local Dive Shops:
Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932
JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888

Officer Nominees:
President: Craig Capion & Jeri Curley
Vice President: Craig Capion
Treasurer: Kyle Frinkley
Secretary: Vicki Spang & Diane Bryant
Membership: JoEllen Dessert
Safety: Terry Peterman
Dive Coordinator: Jeri Curley
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DUES ARE DUE
Don’t forget Club Dues are Due. Keep your
membership current. $25 for single member
and $35 for family membership. We will be updating our roster with the local dive shops.

Chapter 27 of the 2003
Florida Statutes:
Any vessel other than a law enforcement or
rescue vessel that approaches within 100 feet
of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or navigation channel, or within 300 feet of a diversdown flag on waters other than a river, inlet, or
navigation channel, must proceed no faster
than is necessary to maintain headway and
steerageway.
Additionally, diver must remain within these
specified distances of the dive flag when they
are diving.
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Thank You
For some time now I have been wondering about what I might say in this, the last of my
monthly missives to the club. As I start this one I’m still not too sure where it will go or
what I might end up saying.
So I think that starting with what is important to me. Thank you to all the club members for your continued support of the Down Under Dive Club. Without you showing
up for meetings and signing on for dives there really is no reason for the club to exist.
Thank you to all who have served with me on the board for the last two years. I know
that I have made some good decisions and some others that didn’t turn out quite so
good. But they were all made with the club’s best interests in mind. This club has allowed me to dive and meet divers who I can call and go on a dive with on short notice.
In other words, dive buddies abound. We have worked hard at improving relationships
with the local dive shops. And why wouldn’t we? We all have the same interests at
heart—diving.
I want to thank Jeri Curley who serves in one capacity or another year after year. Vicki
Spang who has done a great job as Secretary this past year. Kyle Frinkley, our treasurer
who has kept the money issues straight for us. Henry Schoepp, our most amiable
membership chairman and now website master. Terry Peterman, who has served as our club safety officer, and always seems to
find something safety related for each newsletter. His youthful enthusiasm belies his years. We had two dive coordinators this
year, Ken Daub and JoEllen Dessert both having to leave the position due to unforeseeable circumstances. Thank you to both for
your willingness to participate and serve the membership. To all of these people, Thank You.
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We have made several trips over the past years to the Keys and various Caribbean destinations. Michael Wheat organized these
jaunts. Planning these trips is no small task. Working with dive operators and airlines to negotiate the best possible prices and
diving packages takes dedication to the club and a good deal of time and effort. I’ve enjoyed each and every trip. In fact, I had
more fun on the last trip to Little Cayman than on any of the others. And that is saying a lot because they were all great trips. So,
Thank you, Michael, your efforts are not unnoticed or unappreciated.

Babcock Street

Now the club is starting a new approach to the way we conduct business. We will begin meeting at the Broken Barrel restaurant
in Palm Bay in April. I am looking forward to this change. But, I will also miss meetings at the Lagoon House. The Marine Resources Council has been terrific in working
with us on so many occasions when we have
had special events.
It is always a problem when mentioning people individually—some one may be omitted. If
I have done so accept my apology.
And in closing let me say that it has been my
pleasure to serve the Down Under Dive Club
in one capacity or another for the last five
years. Thank you all for giving me the opportunity to give something back to the club that
has given me so much.

Palm Bay Road

See you on March 9, at the Lagoon House.

Bill Allen, President
New Meeting Location in April 2011

Broken Barrel Tavern
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Buoyancy Control for Dummies
By Terry Peterman
When I was instructing, I could not emphasize enough the importance of buoyancy control. Perfecting buoyancy control enhances all your diving. For example,
a drift diving is all about floating with the current and enjoying the ride – and it's
a lot more fun when you're not constantly fiddling with your BCD. Nothing
Photo by Terry Peterman
messes up a photo/video opportunity faster than kicking up the bottom, which is
exactly what over weighted divers do. Perfect buoyancy = less silt. Less silt = better images. If you're interested in cave diving, technical wreck diving and other forms of tech diving, make
buoyancy control mastery a priority. When penetrating caves and wrecks, you rely on precise buoyancy control to keep from obscuring the visibility, which is kind of important if you want to find your way back out.
Nothing runs off critters more than flailing about. If your buoyancy's poor, the more you kick and scull to
maintain depth. With perfect buoyancy control, it's like you belong there. You glide quietly and effortlessly,
meaning you're less threatening to fish and creatures. So, you see more. And, you can get closer to fragile
organisms because you don't have to maintain as big a distance to keep from damaging them. And these
are just a few reasons; don’t underestimate the importance of practicing good buoyancy take a few minutes
out of every dive to hone your skills. See you at the anchor.

Manateeless Snorkel
As I had feared, the poor judgment of one person has effected all of us. The infamous U-Tube video of an unthinking
*%@# who rode and harassed a manatee at Crystal River has
resulted in restrictions and may eventually result in bans on
all Manatee encounters. Hopefully this year’s Manatee season didn’t result in any episodes that would heighten the
alarm. We did hear of fines being levied for activities that
were ignored in
years past—ducking
under the water to photograph a Manatee, for example.
This year we had a mild winter and the manatees left the springs
early in search of seagrass on which to munch. We did encounter
one manatee on our way to Three Sisters Spring that was surrounded by 10 snorkelers. Disappointed
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as we were, we cruised the area in
search of manatees. I was shocked to
see a Yellow-Crowned Night-Heron out
in the open—a mostly nocturnal heron,
as it’s name implies. It was a beautiful
day on the water, despite the lack of
Manatees. Ask those of us on the trip
about our ship wreck adventure! Special
thanks to our boat captains, John
Dockendorf and Brian Reynolds.
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—Jeri L. Curley
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

PAGE 4

DOWN UNDER DIVE CLUB

MARCH 2011

Lemon Shark Dive
The day started much like any other dive day—at O’dark
Thirty! The seas were forecast to be 2 to 3 foot. As we
drove down toward Jupiter, the fog actually lifted our
spirits. Fog means no wind. No wind means calm seas.
The truck was filled with DUDC board members. Naturally, the conversation turned to plans for the club this
year. A lot of good ideas were bandied about. We are
going to have another great board!
We reached our destination quickly. I don’t know if it
was the conversation that made the trip seem faster or
the foot on the pedal—only our driver knows for sure!
(We even beat Randy to the dock.) Once our gear was
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set up, we had the opportunity to catch up with dive buddies that we only get to see on the boat. The conversations were as lively and as high as our spirits and our expectations!
We loaded our gear and set up for our first dive—Deep Ledge. We cruised at 100’ for most of the dive,
dropping down when we sighted something that tickled our fancy. Silky Sharks cruised just at the edge of
our vision. Every once in a while you could catch a glimpse in
the distance. Lionfish were found and we stopped to slay a
few. At our safety stop, more sharks cruised by in curiosity. I
was fascinated by an odd shaped Cnidarian that was pulsing its
way past. It was a strange shaped jellyfish-like critter—as it
happens Al Audet has a photo of the critter on Facebook. The
water was a bit nippy at 100 feet. You could feel the change in
temperature at about 80 feet. It was downright warm in comparison at 30 feet!
Our second dive was the Wreck Trek (Zion, Miss Jenny and
Esso Bonaire). As expected, Goliath Grouper were everyPhoto by Jeri L. Curley
where. Once again the sharks—Lemon Sharks this time,
cruised by just at the edge of our vision. We also encountered a couple of Loggerhead Turtles. Craig played
with a Decorator Crab that could barely be discerned from the bryozoans encrusting the wreck (check out
the video on our Facebook page).
We ate our gourmet lunches—a welcomed staple
on Emerald’s 3-tank dives. Then we headed back
into the water. We opted for Tunnels as our third
dive site. Randy cautioned us to take our time and
dive slowly and try not stir up the bottom. We did
as he suggested—as he flew down the reef with
Dale in tow. Of course, they scared away all the
sharks and we were left to encounter turtles and
Goliath Grouper. Tsk, Tsk.
All in all, it was a great day of diving with great
dive buddies! Let’s do it again on the St. Paddy’s
Dive!
—Jeri L. Curley
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida.
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone,
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives,
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group
of divers. There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new
Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Indian River Lagoon
House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE: If you have any PHOTOS FOR SALE: Help support a starving diver/artist. Jeri
items you wish to sell or trade, send an email Curley has her dive photos for sale. You can purchase them
with a brief description to at the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.
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USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL
Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 - 1 year old, excellent shape, comes
with warranty $500
Used Mk25 X650 - 1 year old, excellent shape, comes with warranty $400
Used rental bcd - 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt inflator $199
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit $149

Board of Directors
President :

Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Jeri L. Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Kyle Frinkley

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

Vicki Spang

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

Henry Schoepp

Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Terry Peterman

tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:
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