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! With the help of Volunteers oyster reefs
are being restored in Mosquito Lagoon Safety Message 4
off New Smyrna Beach. Volunteers
£ make oyster shell mats made up of 36 Dive into February c
oyster shells, attached vertically to a
7 small mesh mat with zip ties. The mats
¥ are later attached to each other in the About Our Club & For 6

Sale

water, forming a large quilt -like structure. Jody, the out-
reach coordinator for this project and one of our newest
members will talk to us about the success of this project and its importance to our La-
goon.

Officer Election

Officer Elections will be held at the March Meeting. Nominees are: Jeri Curley for Presi-
dent, Karen Holloway -Adkins for Vice President, JoEllen Dessert for Treasurer, Vicky
Spang for Membership Officer, Diane Ford for Secretary, Terry Peterman for Safety Offi-
cer and Scott Newland for Dive Coordinator

EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES AND GREAT STORIES !
BRING AFRIEND AND CHECK Us OurT!

CoME EARLY AND ORDER A FABULOUS MEAL

NEW RAFFLE PRIZE

Cressi Leonardo KS 770052

Meeting Location

The Broken Barrel Tavern
at 4700 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, Florida 32905
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DUDC Meeting Every 2nd Wednesday of the . . )

Free Jeri Curley curley@downunderdiveclub.com
Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay Month @ 7 pm

. ) E 4th Monday of the Month

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD @;I:réo om onday ot fhe Mon Free Contact any Board Member to Attend
Blue Heron Bridge Dive Any time the Tide is Right! Free Jeri Curley jeurley@downunderdiveclub.com
Pompano Dive April 7 TBA Scott Newland Divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com
Picnic April 14, 10 am to 5pm Pot Luck Jeri Curley jeurley@downunderdiveclub.com

paid replacement diver.

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:
Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to

of the scheduled event or with a
board approval . All requests for

Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice

refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter o r DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON -MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)
We Support Our Local Dive Shops DUES
Sea Level Scuba : W R
oca Level Scuba Dondét forget Club Dues a

4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255 -1825

g

Hatt 6s Diving

Headquarters, I

2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723 -5932

JND Scuba Center

4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723 -8888

@R\ Froaaizs
7 B L DIVE CENTER

Grant, florida
(321) 914-0187
SCUBA INSTRUCTION, SALES,
SERVICE AND RENTALS

2 AU

JND SCUBA CENTER

Keep your membership current. $25 for sin-
gle member and $35 for family membership.
Ask about any discounts available.

Officer Elections

—— Officer Elections will be held at the March Meet-

ing. Jeri Curley for President, Karen Holloway
Adkins for Vice President, JoEllen Dessert for
Treasurer, Vicky Spang for Membership Officer,
Diane Ford for Secretary, Terry Peterman for
Safety Officer and Scott Newland for Dive Coor-
dinator
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http://www.sealevelscuba.com

Presi dent 60s Mg

Officer Elections at the March Meeting

| want to remind everyone that in March we will be electi
new officers. As we head into a new dive year, | want yoi
reach out to your officens past and present to let them |
know that you truly appreciate the work they have done o
your behalf. Through the years, | have found that the boz
positions have become more and more complicated, requ
ing more of our time. Speaking for myself, | am glad to p{
forward the efforts of my predecessors. | came to this clu
fairly new diver and, believe it or not, very shy. The diver.
the club at the time, who | am very proud to call my dive | ¢
buddies, took me under their wing and made sure that I, Ib
only felt welcome, but felt safe. It is because of my own ¢
perience, | have always stressed the interaction between
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| am asking our divers to pay it forward. Extend that hand in friendship to our new divers. Invite thenp to

dive with you. You will be rewarded a hundred fold for it.

| would also like to ask for some help in running dives this year. The economy has hit us hard and spme of
us who were running dives can no longer afford to dive as often as we like. We would be glad to guidg you

through the process and give you hints on how to negotiate prigegou chose to try another dive opera
‘tion. We have several dives in the planning staga¥eys trip

notices and the newsletter, send an ema|l to
admln@downunderdlveclub.com and ask to be put on the list

Sunday, April 14, we will be having our annual picnic at Futch
(at Paradise Blvd http://www.brevardcounty.us/
ParksRecreation/South/HowardFutch/Activifiefom 10am to 5

who becomes a new member at the picnic, you will receive a

0 Jeri L. Curley, President
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Park

pm. As always, the club will provide the dogs and burgers anfl we
ask our members to provide a covered dish. If you bring sompone
raf-
fle ticket for a chance to win the Cressi dive computer. Remem-

ber newly certified divers, active military and college students|re-
ceive a $10 discount on membership dues.
Until Next time,
I 61 1 See you Pown


http://www.brevardcounty.us/ParksRecreation/South/HowardFutch/Activities
http://www.brevardcounty.us/ParksRecreation/South/HowardFutch/Activities

~Night Divirig, 1

By Terry Peterman

As many decades as its been since my first night dive | can still remember it vividly.

It was on a tiny shallow reef
many times before called fAThe
of the highlights of my I1ife I

many times before for the first time. The vivid colors
brought out by a dive light and the activity of the noctur-
nal life was breathtaking. Given the choice | would
choose night diving over day diving every time. There is
a natural apprehension to night diving; being surrounded
by blackness can create some disorientation and a certain
creepiness that only goes away with experience. But with
experience comes comfort and excitement at the wonders
you will see. Here are some tips to help make your night Photo by Terry Peterman
diving safe and enjoyable.

Stay close to your buddy, and if your boat diving, stay close to the boat and your
group. One consequence of the limited range of your light is looking closer and longer
at your surroundings negating the need to cover large territories, shine your light into
ledges and crevices so you can marvel at the glowing eyes staring at you. Night dives
tend to be shallow so youoll have | ots

Night diving does not require the pitch blackness of the dead of night, diving at twi-
light or during a bright moon will ensure sufficient low light to allow your dive light to
expose the brilliant colors and witness the shift change between the daytime and noc-
turnal creatures. This sort of transition can greatly ease any anxiety from the develop-
ing blackness.

Have the right gear, this means having a primary light and a backup, remember if
the primary dies and your running on yo
might want to consider a second backup so you can continue diving. Most Dive lights

have a way to attach a | anyard itdés a g
article AThe Backbone of Nighto in the

If you're trying to communicate with your buddy underwater with hand signals re-
member to shine the light on your hands so he can see but not in his eyes. Agree to
some basic light signals, a circular motion for Ok, back and forth for Attention, Up and
Down for time to surface. Treat your |
vers faces. Check out my article ANigh
ter.

Do your night diving in areas where you have done daylight diving. You will be
amazed at the differences you will notice in the familiar. And you'll be comforted in
knowing where you are. As the water and weather get warmer | hope you all get the
chance to find out how cool it is to night dive. See you at the anchor.
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Diving Into February

By Jeri Curley

We dove into February with Great anticipation. The
winter had been mild and the seas were finally
calming down. Ouir first dive was to our favorite
spot at Blue Heron Bridge. We were all very glad
we chose this for our first dive d adjusting gear,
weights, etc. | found that my rechargeable batter-
ies were no longer holding their charge and | had
to find a spare rock or two for the extra weight.
The artificial reef that was installed last year has a
healthy population of fish now. The enormous Por-
cupine fish that many of our dive buddies adore
has found a new hiding place within the installation
AND has found a friend. The number of juvenile
reef fish is amazing. We had a couple of new
sightings on our dive. We saw a Jackknife fish and
Hamlets. Of course, when my strobe was recycling every two minutes, the cowfish decided to pose
for us instead of beating fins in the opposite direction. Our second dive into February was a Birth-
day Dive for Jan Sennich. The fog along the road as we drove toward Jupiter gave us a false hope.
Usually i1t means that the wat ed2tw4foolwithan occasiongl
6 foot wave. With all the extra neoprene, not a comfortable boat
ride. The boat captain complemented our group on our ability to
stay together. Not surprising to me at a
Tunnel s. Leebds | ed2Déoothighdedge)amdi ce rel i ef (
plenty of places for large critters to hide. We saw Green, Logger-
head and Hawksbill turtles, Green, Goldentail and Spotted Morays,
giant Southern Stingrays and many, many reef fish. As usual, Tun-
nels was inhabited by lots and lots of
Goliath Grouper. We checked out
the Tunnels, then headed quickly to-
ward the donut. Sure enough, the
donut was filled with reef sharks.
The visibility wasnoét that greg
one of the Goliath Groupers allowed
me to drift up to him before he took
off. Unfortunately, my carpool needed to get back right after the
dive, so we couldndét join Jan f
decided to head for the Beerfest in Palm Bay. | got my wee sam-
pler mug and checked out the various brews. | must say, some of
the brewers were very creative. The brews ranged from the syrupy
sweet to the extra hoppy. It was another great DUDC day out!

See you Down Under!
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