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Conservation Biology at UCF. She has been
an active member of the Marine Mammal
Stranding Network for 25 years.
EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES
BRING A FRIEND
COME EARLY

AND

AND

AND

GREAT STORIES!

CHECK US OUT!

ORDER

A

FABULOUS MEAL

Meeting Location
The Broken Barrel Tavern
at 4700 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, Florida 32905
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM

A $200 gift Certificate to Sea Level Scuba. $5 per ticket. You can’t
win if you don’t play!

Event

Member's
Cost

Time

DUDC Meeting
Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay

Wednesday,
12/14/11 @ 7 p.m.

Free

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD

Monday 1/23/11 @ 6:30 p.m.

Free

Blue Heron Bridge Dive

Any time the Tide is Right!

Free

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail
Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact any Board Member to Attend

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Vicky Spang

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Your Diver Here

Roatan, Honduras

Sept. 7-14, 2012

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:
Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled event or with a
paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval. All requests for
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

We Support Our Local Dive Shops:
Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

DUES ARE DUE
Don’t forget Club Dues are Due in February.
Keep your membership current. $25 for single member and $35 for family membership.
Ask about any discounts available.

The Diver Down Flag

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932

Chapter 27 of the 2003 Florida Statutes:

JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888
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Any vessel other than a law enforcement or
rescue vessel that approaches within 100 feet
of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or navigation channel, or within 300 feet of a diversdown flag on waters other than a river, inlet, or
navigation channel, must proceed no faster
than is necessary to maintain headway and
steerageway.
Additionally, diver must remain within these
specified distances of the dive flag when they
are diving.
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President’s Message
Officer Nominations
President: Jeri Curley
Vice President: Shannon Hackett
Treasurer: JoEllen Dessert
Membership: Kyle Frinkley
Safety: Terry Peterman
Secretary: Vicky Spang
Dive Coordinator: Scott Newland
This year we are going to
Roatan, thanks to Vicky. We
will travel to the Bay Island in September of
2012 for a week of fabulous diving! We will
be staying at Fantasy Island—in their newly
renovated rooms. There will be 3 boat dives
per day and 1 boat night dive. Meals and
drinks are included. There is a wall within
swimming distance of the resort that makes
the unlimited beach diving a truly impressive
experience and truly unlimited! You need to
sign up early and put down your deposit of
$150 before the trip fills up!
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I want to take
this time to thank the board members who served last year. We
had a terrific year thanks to their tremendous efforts. Our speakers were memorable and our trips spectacular. This year promises to be another spectacular year. We’ve already had two successful Manatee Snorkel expeditions and even though the seas
have not cooperated for diving, we’ve already started to plan for
the up coming months. Continue to check our schedule on line
for updates. If you have ideas, don’t hesitate to bring them to
the board!
Until Next time I’ll See you Down Under!
—Jeri L. Curley, President
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Dive Boat Etiquette
By Terry Peterman
In case you missed my presentation at the last dive club meeting here
is a synopsis of boat diving etiquette. Nothing enhances SCUBA diving
more than diving from a boat however, your almost never alone. But
Photo by Terry Peterman
along with it comes a responsibility to follow a code of conduct to
maintain peace and harmony on board. Many times it’s the experienced divers who are too smug to care about being inconsiderate or just ignorant of the effect
they are having on others on board. Here are some simple rules to make you and everyone
else on the boat more comfortable.
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1. Never Keep The Boat Waiting.
2. Pack only what you need for the Dive.
3. Check and assemble your gear on the way to
the Dive Site.
4. Pay Attention to the Dive Briefing
5. Be ready to go in fast when it’s your turn to
get in the water.
6. Follow your Dive Guide.
7. Enter and Exit as Directed.
8. Showers are for people
9. Stow gear out of the way.
10.Keep the Dry areas Dry
11. Don’t make others Sea Sick because you are.
12. Use The Head for Urination Only.
Additional Tips:
Respect the crew, address them by name.
Tip the crew 10 to 20% of the boat fee, excluding
rentals, if they performed well.
Perform tasks in the same order each time you

dive.
Nothing goes overboard you didn’t eat.
Plastic bags, light sticks, ECT.
Use different colored valve covers.
Take only Pictures, Leave only bubbles

I hope those of you who attended the
meeting enjoyed the presentation drop
me a line if there are any other subjects you would like me to do.

See you at the anchor.
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Critter Corner
Seahorse
Seahorses are among the “must see” critters
on our wish list as divers. Their unique-ness
captures our imagination. They are so unique
that each seahorse is as individual as a fingerprint. And did you know that instead of scales
like other fish, they have a thin layer of skin
stretched over bony plates. They have a prehensile tail—like a monkey, that they use to
grab onto objects to anchor themselves. They
like to swim in pairs “holding hands”—tails. If
you’ve ever watched them, you know that
they are not strong swimmers and they have
pectoral fins behind their eyes to help them
steer. They can move each eye individually.
So they can literally watch you and your dive buddy!
The female seahorse deposits eggs into the
pouch of the male who fertilizes them and
carries them until they hatch. Courtship is
an 8 hour event that involves spinning,
swimming and color changing. Mating usually occurs under a full moon.
Gestation takes about two to four weeks.
During this time the female will meet up
with the male daily for five to six minutes
to check on her clutch, then leave again.
Less than 1 percent of the eggs that hatch
survive to adulthood. They are endangered
due to the high number collected for the
aquarium trade. Now you know why they
are so rare and why they are threatened
with extinction!
A group of seahorses is called a herd.

Jeri L. Curley

—
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. Formed
in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to
promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and encourage
environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered the Atlantic ocean,
from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, liveaboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers. There
are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, Located on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:
If you have any items you wish to sell or trade,
send an email with a brief description to
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.

PHOTOS FOR SALE: Help support a starving diver/artist. Jeri Curley has her dive photos for sale. You can purchase them at the
monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.

Dive Photo Calendar
Cameras for Sale – Make an offer
Canon G10 15MP camera & housing, Bonica Neon-XP
strobes, Nikon D80 SLR 10MP camera & housing, SB-800
strobe & housing, Intova strobes and lots more. Will sell
all or individual items as needed. Make offer. John
Dockendorf 321.431.0430 johndockendorf@earthlink.net

I’m taking orders for my dive calendar for
2012. Cost will be $25 for club members.

Board of Directors
President :

Jeri L. Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Craig Capion

VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Kyle Frinkley

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

Vicki Spang

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

JoEllen Dessert

Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Terry Peterman

tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:
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