
  

Speaker for June: 
Schott Beckham  

from Sea Level Scuba 
Reef Fish Identification 

 

If you’ve ever wondered what that silver fish was you saw on the reef, 
now is your chance to find out...or rather learn how to find out!!  Yes, 
Schott Beckham, a real native of Melbourne and an owner of Sea Level 
Scuba, will present a shortened version of the Reef Fish Identification 
Course.  You will learn how to tell the difference between a Grunt and a 
Snapper, a French Angelfish and Gray Angelfish….  You will look at the 
reef in a whole new way because knowledge will give you the keys to the 
city!!  So don’t miss this incredible opportunity. 

June 2010 

Since 1984 

Down Under 
Dive Club 

DUDC Monthly MeetingDUDC Monthly Meeting  
Wednesday, June 12th  @ 7 pmWednesday, June 12th  @ 7 pm  

 

Club Dues are Past Due! 
 

Club dues are due. Dues are $25 for individual and $35 
for family.  You can pay at the meeting or mail a check 
made out to DUDC, Inc to the club address at PO Box 
360105, Melbourne FL 32936.  Any questions, contact me 
at Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com or our new treas-
urer Kyle Frinkley. 

 
 Winners in May 

 Rory Burdine—Reef Gloves 
 Charlie Almeida—Barefoot Man CD 
        John Dockendorf—Finger Reel 
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Event  Time   Member's 
Cost                   

 Coordinator 
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   
Lagoon House, Palm Bay 

Wednesday, 
5/12/10 @ 7 p.m.  Free    Bill Allen ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting  
**Meeting place TBD 

Monday 5/24/10 @ 6:30 
p.m. Free  Contact any Board Member to Attend 

Little Deeper Consolation Dive 6/19/10 at 8 am $65 Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 
paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for 
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or 
DUDC.         ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

Little Cayman 6/26/10 to 7/3/10  Michael Wheat mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

Blue Heron Bridge 6/5/10 in the water by 
2:30 pm Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

4th of July Night Dive 7/4/10 TBD Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

Sea Level Scuba 
4155 Dow Rd Suite U  
Melbourne, FL. 32934 
(321)255-1825 

 

 
 
 
Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 
2006 South Front Street 
Melbourne, Florida 32901 
(321) 723-5932 

 

JND Scuba Center 
4651 Babcock Street NE 
Palm Bay, FL 32905 
(321) 723-8888 

 

Photo by Rory Burdine 
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Why Join A Scuba Diving Club? 
This  is a question that I’ve been asked any number of times.  The simplest 
answer is for the diving.  But that, of-course, is not the only answer.  There 
are practical reasons as well.  Things like having someone set up dives, 
meeting people who share a common interest, and the social aspect of the 
monthly meetings. 
The first item I mentioned is for the diving.  And perhaps the finest example 
of this was our night dive at Jupiter on May 29.  One dive at dusk and the 
second, well, we jumped into the proverbial sea of ink.  It was dark.  It was 
fantastic.  The thing here is that I would not have done this diving without 
this club.  It was great being on the boat with people that I know and meet-
ing new people.  We all talked to each other like we had known one another 
for a long time.  Granted that was true in some cases but in several it was 
my first time meeting 
these folks.  And I thor-
oughly enjoyed it all—The 
diving and the people.  

Does life get any better?  And next we have the Little Cayman 
trip.  The diving is a good reason to join a scuba diving club. 
That we as divers share this passion for the underwater world is 
another reason to join a scuba club.  There are a lot of folks 
who just don’t “get it.”  Why do we risk our health and maybe 
even our life to do this thing?  Passion, is what explains it.  I 
have a passion for diving.  I just like to do it.  I still marvel at 
the mere fact at what we as scuba divers are doing.  We are 
going underwater for extended periods of time and managing to 
survive.  This is not a small achievement and many who pre-
ceded us did so at great peril.  It is something that leaves me in 
awe of the people that were so important to our current level of safety.  Their discoveries and inventions are what 
allow us to dive safely and to drink fully of our passion. 

This club has monthly meetings.  We have guest speakers at 
these meetings who share their knowledge and passion 
( there’s that word again ) with us.  We have had speakers from 
a wide variety of disciplines.  Wreck divers, on the Andrea Doria 
sticks in my mind.  Conservationists, our most recent comes to 
mind on sea turtles and the plight they face.  Safety, who can 
forget the moving story of Rob Murphy’s encounter with a 
boater not paying attention to his dive marker.  The range of 
people that I’ve been privileged to meet through this club is 
impressive to say the least. 
And I often think about the friends that I’ve made since I de-
cided to join the Down Under Dive Club. The dive buddies who 
share with me a passion for the underwater world.  I do sin-
cerely believe that these are friends for life.  People that I’ve 
met in this club who will always be a friend.  I am never at a 

loss for explaining why I joined the club but even more important why I remain a member.  Simply stated it is all 
the other members that make this club one of the best experiences of my life. 
We all have our reasons for joining the club.  These are just a few of mine.  I am guessing that each of you share 
some of these and that each of you have a list of your own reasons.  All equally valid.  All equally important.  All 

good.             Bill Allen, President  
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President’s Message 
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Club Picnic 

Club Picnic 



Don’t Just Plan Your Dive, Plan Your Trip 
By Terry Peterman 

Since this is the last newsletter before the Lil Cayman Trip I thought I would bring up some 
things to remember when planning your trip.  Keep in mind your heading for a third world 
country.  Although the Medical Capabilities have improved greatly over the years they still 
tend to be remotely located.  A minor infection can turn into a major problem if left un‐
checked.  It’s a good Idea to convince your doctor to give you a prescription for a broad 
spectrum antibiotic such as Cipro, Keflex or Biaxon and don’t forget to get it filled before 
you leave so you can take the pills with you.  It’s also a good idea to take an antiseptic 
wound care treatment for the inevitable cuts and scratches.  Also remember if there are 

any medications you must take regularly to take them in your carryon not in your checked bags, it’s a good idea to 
have them in more than one container if they are essential.  Make sure you have checked your equipment for good 
working condition and take extra fin and mask straps.  I look forward to seeing you all there for a vacation to remem‐
ber.  See you at the anchor. 

PAGE 4 DOW N UNDER DI VE CLUB  JUNE  20 1 0  

June Consolation Dive 
That’s right!  For those of us not able to travel to Little Cayman we are offering a consolation dive.  We’ll be 
diving with Little Deeper instead.  The cost is $60.  Tank Rental is $10 for each air tank and $15 for each nitrox 
tank.  You will be diving the most photogenic reef along the coast with a boat crew that cares about our 
safety as much as we care ourselves.  We will need to be at the dock by 7:15 am to sign all the paperwork.    

Come Dive With ME!!! 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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Full Moon  
Madness! 

It was a perfect day for diving!  The seas were 2 foot or less, 
the sun was shining, the air  and water were  warm!  And I 
didn’t have to wake up at o’dark thirty!!  Rory, Vicky and I 
made our way down to Jupiter after a brief encounter with 
Dale and Bill at the Publix parking lot in Malabar.  We drove 
through a small storm cell and quickly checked the weather 
on Rory’s nifty little computer/Navigation system/satellite 
radio.  Jupiter was in the clear.  Yeah!  We signed in and 

talked to Henry for a bit.  He had been diving on the morning boat.  Seas were calm and viz was 100 feet.  Just as I had 
ordered!!  We set up our gear.  Everyone was well organized, in control.  We had no forgotten items, no dead batter‐
ies.  This is the first night dive I have ever been on that didn’t have “drama.”  This was a great group! 

As promised, there were turtles everywhere!  And to my surprise, the goliath grouper were out —not as skittish as 
they are during the day.  As Bill Mahn was coaxing a green moray out of a hole, I looked up to see a Goliath Grouper 
eyeing him hungrily.  Macro critters were out to my delight.  I saw lots of crabs, shrimp and a little lost anemone 
shrimp that may have been waiting for the tiny anemone it was beside to grow up.  I looked up at the top of the ledge 
and Karen was signing “shark.”  I swam against the current as fast as my little fins could take me.  I saw a blur off in the 
distance.  Later, I spied Dale and Michael swimming in the wrong direction, then the turtle coming straight for me.  
Turtle wranglers are a photographers joy.  No turtle butts 
for me!  We surfaced from the first dive to a beautiful sun‐
set and from the second dive to a beautiful red moon rise.  
A photographer’s dream dive!  Between dives we snacked 
on reduced fat Oreos (an OLD DUDC tradition—except the 
reduced fat part) and thanks to Karen and Shannon, fresh 
pineapple.   

A few of us headed to the Ale House for a late night 
dinner and  a little catch up conversation.  Thanks to a pay 
per view fight  event, we ended up at Quarterdeck which 
also had the same pay per view event.  Just as we were 
about to give up, a table opened up.  A perfect end to a 
perfect day!  All the tumblers lined up and the universe 
opened up to us!  Thanks everyone!             —Jeri L. Curley 
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. 
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our 
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, 
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered 
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, 
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group 
of divers.  There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new 
Open Water divers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Indian River Lagoon 
House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each 
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in 
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If 
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Bill Allen  ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Kyle Frinkley Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Vicki Spang  

Membership:                 Henry Schoepp  

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:  Ken Daub  
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   ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:  If you have any 
  items you wish to sell or trade, send an email 

 with a brief description to 
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starving diver/artist.  Jeri 
Curley has her dive photos for sale.  You can purchase them 
at the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.   

Use Dive Gear for Sale: Contact Bess Severance at (321) 
727-2852 or rseverance4@cfl.rr.com 

6 Dacor 80 cu in aluminum tank, 2 available, $30 each, 
needs hydro 

6 US Divers 60 cu in aluminum tank, $25, needs hydro 
6 Sherwood Magnum regulator set, 1st and 2nd stage with 

pressure gage, 2 sets available, $30 each set, needs 
servicing 

6 Subapro Jet Fins, medium size, $30 
6 Weight belts (3), weights (3 blocks of 2 lbs, 5 blocks of 1 

lb), $20  
6 Fathom shortie, large size, $5 
6 Dive booties with zippers, XL size, $5 
6 Dive booties, slip on type, medium size, $5 
6 Dive flag and float set, 3 sets available, $5 for all 3 sets 
6 Ikelight flashlight, $5 

USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL 

Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 ‐ 1 year old, excellent shape, comes 
with warranty $500 
Used Mk25 X650 ‐ 1 year old, excellent shape, comes with war‐
ranty $400 
Used rental bcd ‐ 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt inflator $199 
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit $149  

 


