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Wednesday, June 12th @7 pm

Speakers for June
Matt Culver
Matt is the Boating & Waterways Program Coordinator
for Brevard County; M.S. Coastal Zone Management
from FL Tech, Melbourne; B.S. Biological Oceanography
from University of Washington Seattle WA. Brevard
County’s Boating and Waterways Program works to align
the needs and resources of the County’s extensive waterways. The Program ensures the safety and enjoyment
of the general public and is working to maintain a balance between the environmental, recreational, and commercial needs of the region, now and into the future.
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The presentation will provide an overview
of projects currently underway through the
Natural Resources Management Department’s Boating & Waterways Program including derelict vessel removal, dredging
management, artificial reefs and the monofilament recovery and recycling program
(MRRP).

EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES
BRING A FRIEND
COME EARLY

AND

AND

AND

GREAT STORIES!

CHECK US OUT!

ORDER

A

FABULOUS MEAL

Meeting Location
The Broken Barrel Tavern
at 4700 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, Florida 32905
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM

Cressi Leonardo KS 770052

Event

Member's
Cost

Time

DUDC Meeting
Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay

Every 2nd Wednesday of the
Month @ 7 pm

Free

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD

Every 4th Monday of the Month
@ 6:30 pm

Free

Blue Heron Bridge Dive

Any time the Tide is Right!

Free

Night Dive

July 4th, TBD

Keys Trip

Late September

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail
Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact any Board Member to Attend

TBD

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Scott Newland

Divecoordinator
@downunderdiveclub.com

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:
Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled event or with a
paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval. All requests for
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

DUES

We Support Our Local Dive Shops:
Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

Don’t forget Club Dues are Due in February.
Keep your membership current. $25 for single member and $35 for family membership.
Ask about any discounts available.

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932
JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888
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Photo Contest 2013
Start taking those photos for our 2013 photo
contest. This year judging will done by Jeri
Curley and John Dockendorf. For tips on how
to take that winning shot, don’t hesitate to ask
us on our next dive together.
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President’s Message

Well, I’ve finally put away my 7mm wet suit. I dove this
Sunday at our World Renowned Secret Dive Spot (Blue Heron
Bridge). I had my 2 mm with a 3 mm vest. I lasted 40 minutes before I became chilled. Even though the viz wasn’t all
that great, I still managed to get a few good shots. A couple
of large fishies got a little too close but I snapped a few interesting shots anyway. I have such good dive buddies who
laugh behind my back as a barracuda eyed me curiously for
several minutes before I finally looked up to see him. Our
dive year has been slow to begin due to the unusual weather
conditions but it is shaping up to be great! Don’t Miss Out!

Photo by Vicky Spang

If you are not receiving email notices and the newsletter, send an email to
admin@downunderdiveclub.com and ask to be put on the list.
If you bring someone to the meeting who becomes a new member at that time, you will receive a raffle ticket for a chance to win the Cressi dive
computer. Remember newly certified divers, active miliPhoto by Jeri Curley
tary and college students receive a $10
discount on membership dues.
Until Next time, I’ll See
you Down Under!
—Jeri L. Curley,
President
Photo by Jeri Curley
Photo by Jeri Curley

Photo by Jeri Curley
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Let the Renter Be Aware
by Terry Peterman
On a recent cruise to the Caribbean I had an interesting
experience that I thought I would share with you. The
cruse went to several good dive locations and the cruise
ship offered SCUBA adventures as part of their excursion
options. The excursions included all equipment and being
the chronically light packer I am; I decided not to take
any gear with me and use the gear supplied by the dive
operator.

I did take my own mask and snorkel but noth-

Photo by Terry Peterman

ing else. I elected to sign up for the excursion dive in Cozumel. When I met up with
the dive master I inquired about the equipment, I was shocked to discover that dive
computers were not included, having dove in Cozumel before, I was well aware the
diving was typically on walls and deep. When I went to pick up the equipment at the
shop I was amused when I saw the mask and fins they were providing were pretty
wimpy and better suited for snorkeling. The BC was pretty basic as was the regulator
and quite well used, however they seemed to function properly. I purposely hooked
up with someone who was wiser than I and brought there own gear so I could utilize
his technology if need be. As it turned out the dive operation took us to a pretty mediocre reef that was shallow and safe, but not what I really wanted to dive on. I later
learned of an accident involving the dive operator in March 2012 where a mother and
daughter used rented gear and the daughter died while diving, the mother said the
original gear they were given leaked air and was replaced and at the inquiry it was found the mouthpiece she used was badly deteriorated on the rental
regulator. The moral of
the story is; when diving
in a foreign country its
best to take your own
gear, if possible, even if
the operator says they will
supply everything. See
you at the anchor.
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My Birthday in the Keys
By Jeri L. Curley
May, as many of you know, is the month in which I celebrate my birth. Since I have been diving, I’ve met
numerous dive buddies who were born in May and a few
who were born on the same day (different years...no evil
twins). I signed up to head down to the keys and wouldn’t
you know it, calamity struck and I almost had to cancel.
Thanks to my great dive buddies, I was able to enjoy my trip
and my dives. The viz wasn't the greatest and the dive operation took us to the tourist spots but we had nice, relaxing
dives. There was a full shower waiting for us at the dock—
though the lattice work gave a nice view of the diver in the
adjacent shower! Then we hit the Vandenberg. As any of us
who have dove many wrecks knows, conditions are variable.
Photo by Jeri Curley
The day we went down was what I like to term a “training
exercise.” I will never recommend the dive operation that took us out and I won’t publish the name. I
will tell you that they did no roll call or head count that I could see. The tanks and gear were partially set
up in the center and when it was time to jump in we had
to quickly set up our gear fully and jump 15 feet into the
water. The first dive I took my camera down. There was
slack in the tag line and I was continually untwisting the
rope from around my dome port. Because of that, I
missed seeing one of our divers abort the dive. The current was strong and the viz was 15-20 foot. This was the
first wreck dive for a couple of my dive buddies which I
found out after this dive. (Oh, I forgot to say that there
was no real dive briefing. The crew assumed every diver
knew how to avoid current, hooks on lines, etc.) Twenty
feet from the bottom, my dive buddies spotted the
Photo by Jeri Curley
wreck and left the line. The current was too strong and I
chose to stay on the line until I got to the wreck. I felt my safety sausage hitting my leg. It had come undone. I kneeled on the deck and rolled it back up. I looked around for diver number four. I signaled the
other two to come down out of the current and we
looked around. I went back up to find our missing diver Photo by Jeri Curley
or at least let the crew know someone may have drifted
off. Luckily, she was on board. After the other two came
back aboard. We discussed ways to avoid running out of
air by not fighting the current and the merits of letting
your buddies know you are aborting a dive. This was
good, because another diver had equipment problems on
the second dive and had to abort. We fought the current
and did a couple of swim throughs before we had to
come up. I dove the Vandenberg.
I like the Duane better!
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The Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is centrally located along the sunny, Space Coast of Florida, in Brevard
County. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC's numbers have grown to 100 strong.
Our mission is to promote safe diving practices; organize dives for the benefit of our members; encourage
the camaraderie of our members by providing relaxed social settings and encourage environmental responsibility throughout the dive community. Our dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-aboard trips, spring dives,
and even shark dives! We are a very diverse group of divers with men, women and kids from ages from 11
to 65+ and certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, located on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA
diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If you have
any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com

ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:
If you have any items you wish to sell or trade,
send an email with a brief description to
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.

Cameras for Sale – Make an offer
Canon G10 15MP camera & housing, Bonica Neon-XP
strobes, Nikon D80 SLR 10MP camera & housing, SB-800
strobe & housing, Intova strobes and lots more. Will sell all
or individual items as needed. Make offer. John Dockendorf
321.431.0430 johndockendorf@earthlink.net

PHOTOS FOR SALE: Help support a starving diver/artist. Jeri Curley has her dive
photos for sale. You can purchase them at
the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level
Scuba.

Melbourne Friday Fest:
Say Hello to your board members at Melbourne’s
Friday Fest. We’ll be next to Meg’s handing out
information on the club and trying to increase our
list of dive buddies!

Board of Directors
President :

Jeri L. Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Shauna Hume

VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

JoEllen Dessert

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

Diane Ford

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

Vicki Spang

Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Terry Peterman

tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:

Scott Newland

Divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com
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