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Rob has always had a passion for the
ocean -- fishing since he was a young
President’s Message
3
child, wake-boarding competitively in
high school, and lobster diving while in
Safety Message & The
college at UCF. In 2007, Rob discov4
Ocean is Still Wet
ered spearfishing, and his passion for
the water grew. In his own words, "On
Birthday Dive
5
January 9th, 2009, we were diving offshore of Stuart when I was struck by
About Our Club & For
another boat. I had to be trauma6
Sale
hawked to St Mary's Trauma Center
where I almost died, and they were
forced to amputate both my legs below the knees. It has been the
most difficult challenge I have ever faced in my life...I feel a calling
to help others now, and have focused my time into raising dive flag
awareness, working with handicapped scuba programs, and just trying to give back and help those less fortunate than I." Rob's courageous battle, and his fight to get
back into the water so quickly after the accident has inspired the entire dive community.
We met Rob Murphy a few years ago, just after his fateful encounter with an uninformed boater.
See how he has continued the fight for Dive Flag Awareness and learn about his work with handicapped scuba programs.

EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES AND GREAT STORIES!
BRING A FRIEND AND CHECK US OUT!
COME EARLY AND ORDER A FABULOUS MEAL
New Meeting Location
The Broken Barrel Tavern
at 4700 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, Florida 32905
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM

Raffle Prize:
Atomic Aquatics Titanium
Safe Second Inhaler

$5 per ticket

Event
DUDC Meeting
Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay

Member's
Cost

Time
Wednesday,
6/8/11 @ 7 p.m.

Free

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail
Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD Monday 6/27/11 @ 6:30 p.m.

Free

Contact any Board Member to Attend

Blue Heron Bridge Dive

Any time the Tide is Right!

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Full Moon Night Dive

Saturday, 6/18/11 TBD

$68

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Abernethy Afternoon Dive

Saturday 7/2/11 @ 1:30

$65

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled event or with a
paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval. All requests for
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or
DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

We Support Our Local Dive Shops:
Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

DUES ARE DUE
Don’t forget Club Dues are Due. Keep your
membership current. $25 for single member
and $35 for family membership. We will be updating our roster with the local dive shops.

The Diver Down Flag

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932

Chapter 27 of the 2003 Florida Statutes:

Any vessel other than a law enforcement or
rescue vessel that approaches within 100 feet
of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or navigation channel, or within 300 feet of a diversdown flag on waters other than a river, inlet, or
navigation channel, must proceed no faster
than is necessary to maintain headway and
steerageway.

JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888

Additionally, diver must remain within these
specified distances of the dive flag when they
are diving.
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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“Our lives are the sum total of our experiences. But it’s not the experiences, it’s the people. Not just the ones in our lives, but those
who play through.” You never know where you’re going to find inspiration. I read this on a Facebook wall and I had to find out who
said this. It turns out to be a quote from a TV show, Harry’s Law. It
started me thinking about my life and those who touched it. As I
write this Memorial Weekend, I can’t help feeling that this is the
most appropriate message that I can send out to our members.
There have been so many people that have inspired me throughout
my life; they’ve motivated me to try to be better than I am. Many of
these people, I have only read about; others I have been lucky
Photo by Bill Shepherd
enough to call Friend. When I feel my life spiraling out of control, I
remember the friend who hugs you like you were a long lost child or that postal carrier who always wears an infectious smile or that friend who fought, with heroic courage and grace, a losing battle with cancer. Take a moment to
reflect on the people in your life who have been a positive influence in your life. Then think of all the people you interact with throughout the course of a day, month or year. Can people say the same about you? Can you say without
reservation that someone’s life is better because you touched it? This Memorial Holiday is a time to reflect on those
soldiers who gave their lives so we could live free. But don’t forget the every day hero that helps to keep us on track.
See you Down Under! —Jeri L. Curley, President
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It’s that time of Year for Gear
By Terry Peterman
It seems I do this article every year but some of us need the reminder. As Jeri pointed
out it’s finally time to put the wet suit away. For many this means the start of a new
dive season after a long winter of no diving. Dive gear that has not been used is more
likely to need maintenance than gear that is used often. With the lobster season over
and a new one just around the corner now is a good time to take your gear to your local
Dive Shop to have it serviced. Dive gear by its very nature is life support equipment and
Photo by Terry Peterman
as such is designed to last for many years with recommended service. Equipment manufactures have a network of authorized service centers with people trained in proper service and stocking proper parts.
Its more than just a good idea to have your gear serviced by a center authorized by the manufacturer to service your
brand. This is also a good time to rediscover your local Dive Shop check out the new gadgets available and get back in
touch with diving. Don’t forget the warm water makes it a great time to take another dive class. Also a great time to
get your friends to take open water class and join the diving community. Enjoy the coming summer and warm diving.
Be safe and see you at the anchor.

The weather is dry but the ocean is still wet!
By Jeri L. Curley
The water is finally warming up and the boats are filling up
faster than ever. The morning dive on Little Deeper was
full, so we ended up on the afternoon trip. As generally
happens on the afternoon dive, the boat was late heading
out. We didn’t have to wait for the boat to come back
from the morning dive, we actually had to wait for divers
who had apparently lost their wrist temporal chronometers (watches). Someone had requested deeper dives, so
we headed out to Juno Ledge. We hit the water with 80
foot viz and upper 70s water temperature. Surprisingly,
there were very few Nitrox divers on these requested
deep dives. As usual, we were the first in the water and
the last out. Some of the sights besides the usual array of
colorful fish, were a
very social Green Moray and a free swimming Sharp-tail Eel. I also saw another
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
lionfish which I harassed with my strobe. He just laughed at me. I guess I’m
going to have to break down and get a Lion Tamer and do my part to SAVE THE
REEF.
Our second dive, after a too short surface interval, was Governor’s River Walk
also known as the Corridor. The current had picked up a bit but I was hopeful to
find the frogfish that was reported to live on one of the wrecks. I didn’t find it
but I did find several Hawksbills munching on the sponges along the side of the
wreck. (Note: Hawksbills are not as well camouflaged as frogfish which makes
them a little easier to spot plus they’re a little bigger) Don noticed and documented some interesting behavior of two Scorpionfish—mouth to mouth? We
fought the current to make another pass on the last wreck in the series and I
spotted the largest porcupine fish I’ve ever seen—3 feet long!!
After quelling our growling stomachs at La Fogata, we headed on back home.
On the way we drove through the dense smoke of two wildfires. I guess we’re
going to have another interesting summer.
Photo by Don Dessert
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By Jeri L. Curley
Thank you Laura for having a birthday and giving us an excuse to go diving! For me, O’dark thirty was a little early
after getting home late from diving the day before, but I toughed it out. After all, once I hit the water I’d wake up for
sure! Reports of 80 degree water and 80 foot viz added to my excitement about heading out on a boat! As we drove
through fog and unfortunately wild fire smoke, my excitement grew. Wind hadn’t blown away the fog, so the seas
should be flat!
Our first dive was Tunnels. Always a good dive for finding large critters. This was no exception. Goliath Grouper
were everywhere—under ledges, out in the sand... A Green Turtle made an appearance and quickly swam away. I got
a second chance to photograph a reef shark hanging out under a ledge—of course Randy wasn’t there to pet his nose.
On the way up, we noticed about 10 Goliath Grouper lined up in the sand. They looked like a marching band waiting
for the music to start up.
Our next drop was on Loggerhead. As the name implies, there were Loggerhead Turtles. One laying out in the
soft coral was the size of a VW Bug. We watched an unconcerned Hawksbill munching away at some sponges as Karen
inspected and wrote down the numbers on the tags on both his flippers. As we headed back to the marina we witnessed some turtle porn—Mating Green Sea Turtles. Cameras flew into action but , alas, not fast enough.
We headed to Guanabanas for lunch, an outdoor restaurant with a very CaPhoto by Jeri L. Curley
lypso vibe and good food. I could almost feel that cool island breeze. It was another great day of diving with great
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
company!
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida.
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone,
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives,
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group
of divers. There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new
Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern,
Located on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded
each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested
in SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun!
If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE: If you have any PHOTOS FOR SALE: Help support a starving diver/artist. Jeri
items you wish to sell or trade, send an email Curley has her dive photos for sale. You can purchase them
with a brief description to at the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.
USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL
Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 - 1 year old, excellent shape, comes
with warranty $500
Used Mk25 X650 - 1 year old, excellent shape, comes with warranty $400
Used rental bcd - 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt inflator $199
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit $149
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Board of Directors
President :

Jeri L. Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Craig Capion

VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Kyle Frinkley

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

Vicki Spang

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

JoEllen Dessert

Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Terry Peterman

tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:
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