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Dr. Katie Tripp is SMC’s Director of Science and Conservation. She received
her bachelor’s degree from Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, FL, where she
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majored in Marine Science and received minors in both Chemistry and Environmental Policy. Katie received her Ph.D. in Veterinary Medical Sciences
Florida Mermaids
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from the University of Florida, where she conducted research on manatee
physiology. Dr. Tripp was a lecturer, laboratory instructor, and graduate reAbout Our Club & For
6
search assistant at the university. She has worked as a manatee consultant
Sale
for one of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Projects and also
worked as a biologist with FWC’s Marine Mammal Pathobiology Lab where
she assisted with manatee necropsies, carcass salvage, marine mammal rescues, and various research projects. She has co-authored multiple abstracts and research papers on manatees. Among her many honors, she
was chosen as the Florida League of Conservation Voters’ Betsy Wood Fellow and was a Ford Foundation and
Morris K. Udall Scholar. She was chosen by the Board of SMC to be its first student member and became a full
member in 2005. At the 2008 Marine Mammal Health Conference organized by the University of Florida, College of Veterinary Medicine and others, Dr. Tripp received the Reep-Bonde Florida Manatee Biology and Conservation Award for her research that furthered the basic knowledge of fundamental manatee biology.

EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES
BRING A FRIEND
COME EARLY

AND

AND

AND

GREAT STORIES!

CHECK US OUT!

ORDER

A

FABULOUS MEAL

Meeting Location
The Broken Barrel Tavern
at 4700 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, Florida 32905
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM

A $200 gift Certificate to Sea Level Scuba. $5 per ticket. You can’t
win if you don’t play!

Event

Member's
Cost

Time

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail

DUDC Meeting
Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay

Wednesday,
12/14/11 @ 7 p.m.

Free

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD

Monday 1/23/11 @ 6:30 p.m.

Free

Blue Heron Bridge Dive

Any time the Tide is Right!

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Manatee Snorkels

January 28th and February?

$20

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Roatan, Honduras

Sept. 7-14, 2012

Vicky Spang

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact any Board Member to Attend

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:
Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled event or with a
paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval. All requests for
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

We Support Our Local Dive Shops:
Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

DUES ARE DUE
Don’t forget Club Dues are Due in February.
Keep your membership current. $25 for single member and $35 for family membership.
Ask about any discounts available.

The Diver Down Flag

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932

Chapter 27 of the 2003 Florida Statutes:

JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Any vessel other than a law enforcement or
rescue vessel that approaches within 100 feet
of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or navigation channel, or within 300 feet of a diversdown flag on waters other than a river, inlet, or
navigation channel, must proceed no faster
than is necessary to maintain headway and
steerageway.
Additionally, diver must remain within these
specified distances of the dive flag when they
are diving.
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President’s Message
Looking forward to another Great Year!
As we move into another year, think about what you would like
to accomplish. We’ve all made New Year’s resolutions. One, I
know I’ll be able to keep is to Dive, Dive, Dive. Of course, if I
can’t fit into my wet suit, I may be a little uncomfortable.
If your goal is to dive more often, I want to encourage you to
volunteer for our upcoming board of directors. Becoming an
officer is a great way to meet your fellow divers and to become
more active in the club. February, we will be nominating officers and in March we will hold the elections. Unfortunately,
there is no Cruise Control or Auto Pilot that we can employ to
run the club, so we depend greatly on volunteers. Even if you
can’t be an officer, think about hosting an event—snorkel trip,
boat dive, etc. If the trip inPhoto by Jeri L. Curley
terests you, it may interest others in the group. Please
don’t assume that someone else will accept the challenge,
they’re hoping you will! WE NEED YOUR HELP!
This year we are going to Roatan, thanks to Vicky. We will
travel to the Bay Island in September of 2012 for a week of
fabulous diving! We will be staying at Fantasy Island—in
their newly renovated rooms. There will be 3 boat dives per
day and 1 boat night dive. Meals and drinks are included.
There is a wall within
swimming distance of
the resort that makes
the unlimited beach
diving a truly impressive experience and
truly unlimited! You
need to sign up early and put down your deposit of $150
before the trip fills up!
We will be heading up to Crystal River again to snorkel
with the Manatees. This year I’ll be setting up two trips
(January and February) to ensure that we have a chance
to snorkel with them. We will once again try to see the
Lemon Shark and Goliath Grouper Aggregations.
Until Next time I’ll See you Down Under!
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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Tips for Spring Diving
By Terry Peterman
Winter is here again and as the waters of the Atlantic turn cold many of us will
start to consider diving the relatively warmer
waters of Florida’s many springs. Spring diving
has it’s own charms. Along with the rather conPhoto by Terry Peterman
stant 72-degree water temperature there is
wildlife unique to this freshwater environment not to be seen at sea. Along
with this is an environment very different from the saltwater world. Here
are some tips for better fitting into that environment. First you want to
make yourself as familiar as you can with the waters your entering. Florida
has dozens of springs that support diving and all of them have different environments. Many of the springs are owned by the state and they have certain rules that must be adhered to before they will allow you to dive. Don’t
wait till you get there to discover them check with the park first. My college roommate and I had to abandon our first attempt at diving Blue
Springs because they required a dive knife that we didn’t have, silly as that
might seem. Many
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
other springs are privately owned with
organized admission and camping, others are noncommercial and permission from the owners is all you
need. Some of the springs of Florida like Blue Springs
have a very strong current, the aforementioned flows
116 million gallons of water a day. These springs are
best navigated close to the bottom or walls where the
current is weakest. On the other hand some of the
springs have almost no flow. These can be particularly
susceptible to blinding silting. The water can be crystal
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
clear till that one hard kick stirs the silt and reduces
visibility from 200 ft to Zero. Due to the fine nature of
the silt it can linger for hours before settling. When diving in calm springs stay off the bottom and slightly
underweight yourself so you’re kicking to stay down not up. If
you find yourself nearing the bottom, stop moving and use a
couple shots of air in your BC to lift yourself off the bottom,
DON’T KICK. Many of the springs have cave systems, if your not
trained for it stay out of the caves. Even limited penetration
should not be done without a safety line because of the possibility of blinding silt. Please try to leave the site in the same condition you found it. Don’t litter or alter the landscape or you may
ruin it for future divers. I hope you all get the chance to experience a dive in Florida’s springs. Just take your time and be mindPhoto by Jeri L. Curley
ful of the environment. See you at the anchor.
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Florida Mermaids
A slow moving form glides through the water toward
me. Every once in a while the gray nose breaks the surface and I hear the “pahh” of an exhaled breath. I hold
my own breath waiting for the giant form to move a little closer. My camera is positioned just below the surface—ready. The water is cold—even through my 7mm
wet suit. But this is an experience that is worth the
small discomfort. I take my photos as the mermaid approaches. The manatee , curious, noses the dome port
of my camera housing. I run my hand over the giant’s
back. A waft of algae clouds the water momentarily.
The giant rolls over, waiting. I rub his belly. A small
payment for such a momentous, life changing encounter. It always amazes me the power that a single touch
has on our perception. A touch makes everything real.
A touch connects our heart inextricably to a place, a
time and an experience. “The Undersea World of
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
Jacques Cousteau” was my first introduction to the
Manatee. I remember thinking “boy, are they ever butt
ugly.” It wasn’t until just a few years ago that I made the journey to Crystal River to meet them for myself.
That day was a drizzly, cold, miserable day. I’ve been back every year since. Whatever you choose to call
them—Manatee, Sea Cow, Mermaid, they’ve captured my heart.
Each year, U.S. Fish & Wildlife has increased restrictions on Manatee encounters because of a few unthinking people.
U-Tube video of a diver riding a Manatee
prompted the restriction allowing your
head to go under the surface to take a
photo. Last year, I was told that the
number of tickets handed out had doubled. These may very well be the last
years of legally snorkeling with the giant,
gentle creatures. I will be setting up two
dates for our snorkel encounters. Space
is limited so sign up early.
—Jeri L. Curley

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

PAGE 5

DOWN UNDER DIVE CLUB

JANUARY 2012

The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. Formed
in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to
promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and encourage
environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered the Atlantic ocean,
from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, liveaboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers. There
are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, Located on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:
If you have any items you wish to sell or trade,
send an email with a brief description to
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.

PHOTOS FOR SALE: Help support a starving diver/artist. Jeri Curley has her dive photos for sale. You can purchase them at the
monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.

Dive Photo Calendar
Cameras for Sale – Make an offer
Canon G10 15MP camera & housing, Bonica Neon-XP
strobes, Nikon D80 SLR 10MP camera & housing, SB-800
strobe & housing, Intova strobes and lots more. Will sell
all or individual items as needed. Make offer. John
Dockendorf 321.431.0430 johndockendorf@earthlink.net

I’m taking orders for my dive calendar for
2012. Cost will be $25 for club members.
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Board of Directors
President :

Jeri L. Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Craig Capion

VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Kyle Frinkley

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

Vicki Spang

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

JoEllen Dessert

Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Terry Peterman

tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:
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