January 2011

Down Under
Dive Club
DUDC Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, January 12 @ 7 pm

After Holiday Catch Up
Social
This month we will be having a “social” meeting. Bring your photos,
new toys, friends. Find out what your dive buddies have been up to
over the holidays!
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Event
DUDC Meeting
Lagoon House, Palm Bay

Time

Member's
Cost

Wednesday,
1/12/11 @ 7 p.m.

Free

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail
Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com
Contact any Board Member to
Attend

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD Monday 1/24/11 @ 6:30 p.m.

Free

Lemon Shark Dive (3 tank dive)

Saturday, 2/19 at 9 am

$75

Craig Capion

craig@donerightcontracting.com

Manatee Snorkel Trip to Crystal River

February 26 @ 9 am

$30

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

St. Paddy Dive

March 19, 2011

Henry Shoepp

membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled event or with a
paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval. All requests for
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or
DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

We Support Our Local Dive Shops:
Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932
JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888

Chapter 27 of the 2003
Florida Statutes:
Any vessel other than a law enforcement or
rescue vessel that approaches within 100 feet
of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or navigation channel, or within 300 feet of a diversdown flag on waters other than a river, inlet, or
navigation channel, must proceed no faster
than is necessary to maintain headway and
steerageway.
Additionally, diver must remain within these
specified distances of the dive flag when they
are diving.
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At the November meeting while confessing that I had made a scheduling
mistake and would not be able to attend the December meeting somebody
made a comment, “we know what your priorities are”. Well, yes you do and
no, you don’t. Here is why I say this.
We all have priorities in our lives. We have family, friends, and frequently as
residents of Florida, out of town guests from the northern regions of the
country. Sometimes any of these or other issues can create a conflict with
club events. At these times we each make a decision on what is more important (frequently referred to as prioritizing). Then we proceed through our
lives happy knowing we have made a good decision. Sometimes not so
happy knowing that a mistake has cost us something and we just have to get
over it. That is what happened with my scheduling faux pas. But wait, there
is more. I am going to miss the December 27th dive. No scheduling faux pas
here. My daughter, son-in-law and their two children will be pulling into
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town on that day. So, my priority is family. Won’t ever change that priority
either. And I really expect that all of you would make the same decision.
Not only that but this is the way things should be. We set our priorities and sometimes we live with our mistakes.
Yet the club remains important to me. And to many others as well. And it is high on the list of my priorities. But it
is not the only thing on that list. And that is true for everyone of us. I often times think of the people who have
served on the club’s board before me and with me. People like Michael Wheat, Jeri Curley, Debbie Buck and many
others who have lives outside of the club but still found time to serve in one capacity or another. I think about
them and the services they have provided. We have all benefitted from their dedication and yet each one of them
sets priorities.
I continue to attend the meetings and will do so for the foreseeable future. It is important to me and it is important to
what I consider a quality of life issue. Diving is important to
me as are other things in my life. I believe I am a better person as result of the decisions I have made and the priorities I
have set. There have been mistakes along the way but my
membership in this club has never been one of them. It remains high on my list of priorities.
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So, yes, I have priorities. The Christmas meeting has always
been my favorite and because of a mistake I made I missed it
this year.
And along the lines of priorities comes this...election of club officers. We will be taking nominations at the February meeting. As I suggested at the November meeting, think about people who you want to see in office. Maybe
somebody wants to put together a slate of officers and run that way. What ever the case, we will be looking at a
board that is either totally or partially new for the following 12 months. Following the nominations in February will
come the vote in March. At the close of the March meeting the new officers will take over from the current officers and lead the club for the next year. Good luck and good fortune to all.

Bill Allen, President
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Dive Gear Maintenance
By Terry Peterman

Pre Dive you want to stretch out all the straps to look for fine cracks in the rubber.
Check Rubber parts like mask skirts, hoses, mouthpieces, snorkel elbows. Connect
your regulator to a tank and take a few breaths off it, to make sure it breathes right
and has no leaks and check for the accuracy of the pressure gauge. Connect your BC
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to the regulator and give it a couple shots of air, listen for any leaks then fully inflate
it until the relief valve pops then let it stand for 10 minutes checking for leaks. Check the metal fittings for corrosion. Disconnect the regulator from the tank and inhale on the mouthpiece, you should be able to pull a vacuum.
Check the battery indicator on your computer. Check the hydro and VIP dates on your tank. Check for corrosion
around the burst disk and hand wheel. Check the O-Rings for cracks, deformity or tearing. Check wetsuits for
tears, missing or pulled stitching, missing teeth on zippers, lubricate zippers with paraffin wax.
Post Dive in order to avoid mildew growth, rinse your mask, fins and snorkel in fresh water and allow them to
drip dry completely before packing them away. Pack these items loosely so nothing bends the fin blades, crushes
the foot pockets or distorts the mask skirt. Leaving these items smashed into a strange position for a long time
will cause them to take on an unnatural shape. When rinsing your regulator, be sure the first stage dust cover is
firmly in place. After dunking the entire octopus, rinse your second stages by running fresh water through the
regulator mouthpiece and out the exhaust diaphragm. Rinse the low-pressure inflator by working the slip coupling
back and forth. Rinse your BC in fresh water with a small amount of baby shampoo, deflate it and let it soak for 10
minutes. Put your weights on top of it to hold it down. Wash your wetsuit in the wash water vigorously. Fill the
bladder of the BC about 1/3 full of fresh water through the inflation mouthpiece. Slosh the water around a few
times then dump the water out the dump valves, use both dump valves. Do this twice. Dump the wash water and
rinse the BC as well as you can with the hose and refill the rinse tank. Give the BC a good soaking rinse, then, rinse
your wet suit. Reinflate the BC about 2/3 full of air and allow everything to dry thoroughly before packing it away.
Pack regulators and BC’s so there are no excessive bends in the hoses and mouthpieces are not smashed. Spray
metal parts with a light coat of silicone to prevent corrosion. The same can be done to help extend the life of your
rubber products. Check to see if there are any parts worn and in need of replacement.
Don’t forget to get all your annual maintenance done on time. Remember experts agree that unused gear
needs it more than frequently used gear. Dive gear is a major investment and if you take the time to give it some
TLC, it will last you for many years. See you at the anchor.

I remember clearly my first encounter with a real shark. My heart was racing the second I recognized that
characteristic silhouette. In a blink, he was gone. Not even a blur on the horizon. We all have our stories
and memories. None can compare with an event unique to our region—the Lemon Shark Aggregation. Like
salmon, female Lemon Sharks return each year to their breeding grounds off of Jupiter. It is believed that
the nomadic males are attracted to the pheromones released during this aggregation. When large enough
numbers show up, mating begins. This aggregation has been described as a blanket of sharks on the bottom of the ocean. As I began my research for this article, it became very clear that not much is known about
this massive predator. It is believed that the like many species, Lemon Shark juveniles are dependent on the
Mangrove fringes of our coastline. Perhaps that is why they aggregate so close to the Jupiter Inlet.
This year Craig will be running a Lemon Shark dive through Emerald Dive Charters. It is a 3 tank dive for
$75 on the 19 February, leaving the dock at 9 am.
—Jeri L. Curley
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A Record 767 Manatees Died in 2010
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Trichechus manatus latirostrus
Are manatees the mermaids sailors spied on those long, lonely nights at sea?
Though these creatures are gentle and appear to crave human contact, I find
it difficult to perceive a voyage that long or lonely! Manatees are slow moving, gentle and friendly mammals. This is their allure to tourists—both the
scientific community and public at large. This has also resulted in numerous
boat related Manatee deaths and injury. The lucky ones come away with only
prop scars or missing limbs. Manatees are now protected under federal law
by the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 and the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, which make it illegal to harass, hunt, capture or kill any marine
mammal. Manatees are also protected by the Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act
of 1978. It also illegal to knowingly discard monofilament line or nets
into waters of Florida. Fines can reach into 5 digits. Being a mammal,
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Manatees must come to the surface to breath, they give live birth to off
spring and they have hair. They eat 10 to 15% of their body weight per
day and an adult can weigh from 1000 to 3000 pounds. That’s a lot of
sea grass!!! Manatees travel, on average 40 to 50 miles a day during
the warm months of the year. In the winter, they travel to the warm
waters of the spring fed Crystal River and to areas kept warm by power
plants. I was fortunate enough to make the trek to Crystal River to
snorkel with the manatees and was awestruck by their potential power
and their characteristic gentle nature. These areas are carefully supervised during the winter and areas are cordoned off to allow sanctuary
from human visitors. I’m planning to make the trek again and I’m looking for a few good friends to join me.
—
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida.
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone,
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives,
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group
of divers. There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new
Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Indian River Lagoon
House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE: If you have any PHOTOS FOR SALE: Help support a starving diver/artist. Jeri
items you wish to sell or trade, send an email Curley has her dive photos for sale. You can purchase them
with a brief description to at the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.
USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL

2011 Calendars
I’ll be printing off my 2011 Calendar with my
best dive photos. If you want a copy, the cost
of printing has gone up. They are now $20 per
calendar. Shoot me an email if you want a
copy and I’ll make sure I bring enough with me
to the club meeting.
—Jeri L. Curley
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 - 1 year old, excellent shape, comes
with warranty $500
Used Mk25 X650 - 1 year old, excellent shape, comes with warranty $400
Used rental bcd - 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt inflator $199
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit $149

Board of Directors
President :

Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Jeri L. Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Kyle Frinkley

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

Vicki Spang

Membership:

Henry Schoepp

Safety Officer:

Terry Peterman

tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:
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