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Besides being one of the founding
members of the ―Down Under Dive
President’s Message
3
Club‖ Terry has also served as secretary and president and has been
Safety Message
4
the safety officer for the past 2
years. He has been a certified
Scuba Instructor for NAUI and PADI
Crystal River
5
since 1985 and was a full time instructor for ―Florida Atlantic Scuba
About Our Club & For
6
School‖ based at ―Hatt’s Diving
Sale
Hdqts‖. He taught Open Water,
Advanced and Specialty Classes.
Terry has specialty instructor certifications in Night Diving,
Cavern Diving, Wreck Diving, Tropical Fish Collecting, and Underwater Navigation. He has a BS degree from Florida Institute of Technology in Oceanography and had a contract with the county to map the sea
grasses on the bottom of the Indian River from Sebastian Inlet north to Turnbull Creek
and dove the river extensively to complete it. Terry’s diving experience runs from
Michigan and Pennsylvania to Florida and throughout the Caribbean. Along with that
has come a great deal of experience both running and diving with dive boat operations.
He also is a Florida state certified Paramedic and Firefighter.
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EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES
BRING A FRIEND
COME EARLY

AND

AND

AND

GREAT STORIES!

CHECK US OUT!

ORDER

A

FABULOUS MEAL

Meeting Location
The Broken Barrel Tavern
at 4700 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, Florida 32905
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM

A $200 gift Certificate to Sea Level Scuba. $5 per ticket. You can’t
win if you don’t play!

Event

Member's
Cost

Time

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail

DUDC Meeting
Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay

Wednesday,
12/14/11 @ 7 p.m.

Free

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD

Monday 1/23/11 @ 6:30 p.m.

Free

Blue Heron Bridge Dive

Any time the Tide is Right!

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Manatee Snorkels

February?

$25

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Roatan, Honduras

Sept. 7-14, 2012

Vicky Spang

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact any Board Member to Attend

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:
Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled event or with a
paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval. All requests for
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

We Support Our Local Dive Shops:
Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

DUES ARE DUE
Don’t forget Club Dues are Due in February.
Keep your membership current. $25 for single member and $35 for family membership.
Ask about any discounts available.

The Diver Down Flag

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932

Chapter 27 of the 2003 Florida Statutes:

JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Any vessel other than a law enforcement or
rescue vessel that approaches within 100 feet
of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or navigation channel, or within 300 feet of a diversdown flag on waters other than a river, inlet, or
navigation channel, must proceed no faster
than is necessary to maintain headway and
steerageway.
Additionally, diver must remain within these
specified distances of the dive flag when they
are diving.
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President’s Message
Officer Nominations
If your goal is to dive more often, I want to encourage you to
volunteer for our upcoming board of directors. Becoming an
officer is a great way to meet your fellow divers and to become
more active in the club. This club meeting, we will be nominating officers and in March we will hold the elections. Unfortunately, there is no Cruise Control or Auto Pilot that we can employ to run the club, so we depend greatly on volunteers. We
cannot keep the club running without your help! Of the 13
years I’ve been a member, I’ve served on the board for all but
2 years. We need new blood and new ideas to keep our meetings and dives EXTRA-ordinary Photo by Jeri L. Curley
and spectacular.
Even if you can’t be an officer,
think about hosting an event—snorkel trip, boat dive, etc. If
the trip interests you, it may interest others in the group.
Please don’t assume that someone else will accept the challenge, they’re hoping you will! WE NEED YOUR HELP!
This year we are going to Roatan, thanks to Vicky. We will
travel to the Bay Island in September of 2012 for a week of
fabulous diving! We will be staying at Fantasy Island—in
their newly renovated rooms. There will be 3 boat dives per
day and 1 boat night dive. Meals and drinks are included.
There is a wall within swimming distance of the resort that
makes the unlimited beach diving a truly impressive experience and truly unlimited! You need to sign up early and put
down your deposit of $150 before the trip
fills up!
We will be heading up to Crystal River again
to snorkel with the Manatees. Our next trip
will this month. The date to be determined
after the club meeting so that those who
want to go but have to work on certain
weekends have the opportunity to go. We
will once again try to see the Lemon Shark
and Goliath Grouper Aggregations.
Until Next time I’ll See you Down Under!
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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By Terry Peterman
Getting disoriented and not being
sure which way is
the way back to the
Photo by Terry Peterman
boat or beach is unsettling to say the
least. Some basic navigation tips can help
to keep you on track. First and foremost
get a good briefing before even making
the dive. A good description of the bottom contour and unique landmarks can be
invaluable in keeping you on course.
When diving from an anchored boat alPhoto by Jeri L. Curley
ways start your dive at the anchor, either
swim to the anchor line on the surface or descend to the bottom behind the boat and
swim to the anchor. Take note of any reference
points. If there is a current begin your dive against
the current if possible if the current is a bit strong
stay close to the bottom. Be aware of its direction in
relation to your direction of travel. Reefs tend to run
in lines parallel to shore and at a particular depth.
Remember that N S E W aren’t your only directions,
Up and Down count too. If your in deeper or shallower water on your way back then you were in on
the way out your off course. Move into the proper
depth. Take note of unique formations, sand patches,
large coral heads, beds of vegetation, Beer cans, anything that you can recognize on your return trip.
Time your dive swim out, usually for 1/3 of your air
supply, if
your swimming against
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
a current on
the way out
you should definitely get back in the same
time or less. If not it’s time to surface and
renew your bearing. Compass navigation can
be more accurate than this sort of dead reckoning but with some practice you will be
amazed how accurate you can be. So lets
get out there and practice. See you at the
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
anchor.
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Manatee Snorkel
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

We hit the road at O’dark thirty heading
north to Crystal River. With each northern
mile, the temperature dropped one to two
degrees. Even though the GPS kept trying to
get us to leave the toll roads, we made it to
our destination with enough time to eat
breakfast. Early this year, I broke down and
bought a newer version of the Olympus Evolt
and it didn’t quite fit my underwater housing.
The only thing that worked was the shutter
release—sort of. It doesn’t quite hit full cen-

ter, so I have to apply ample pressure to
trigger the button. After I figured out the
proper procedure for hitting the button, I
started my paparazzi run at the Manatees.
I set my camera to aperture priority,
knowing that I wouldn’t be able to make
any changes mid-stream. I knew also
that I’d end up with motion blur on some
of my photos because my camera would
choose the shutter speed for me. As expected, several shots had motion blur but
I was
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
very
pleasantly surprised at a few shots that turned out
better than I expected. Our day was spent at Kings
Spring and Three Sisters where we observed and photographed dozens upon dozens of Manatees and their
offspring. We even encountered Federal Law Enforcement Officers in the water who threatened to take
away one of our member’s camera for allowing the
sanctuary line to drift across his hands. Security was
tight around the sanctuary this year and there are
talks of expanding the ―no human‖ zones. It was a
beautiful day and a fabulous experience. We left the
water only when our memory cards were full!
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. Formed
in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to
promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and encourage
environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered the Atlantic ocean,
from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, liveaboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers. There
are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, Located on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:
If you have any items you wish to sell or trade,
send an email with a brief description to
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.

PHOTOS FOR SALE: Help support a starving diver/artist. Jeri Curley has her dive photos for sale. You can purchase them at the
monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.

Dive Photo Calendar
Cameras for Sale – Make an offer
Canon G10 15MP camera & housing, Bonica Neon-XP
strobes, Nikon D80 SLR 10MP camera & housing, SB-800
strobe & housing, Intova strobes and lots more. Will sell
all or individual items as needed. Make offer. John
Dockendorf 321.431.0430 johndockendorf@earthlink.net

I’m taking orders for my dive calendar for
2012. Cost will be $25 for club members.
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Board of Directors
President :

Jeri L. Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Craig Capion

VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Kyle Frinkley

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

Vicki Spang

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

JoEllen Dessert

Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Terry Peterman

tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:
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