
  

Winners In January 
 

John Karuza—Silicon 
Bill Young—Slate 

Mel Faust—JND Scuba Gift Package 

We’re Moving in April 2011 
The Broken Barrel Tavern  

at 4700 Babcock Street NE Palm Bay, Florida 32905 
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM 

Club Officer Nominations 
Support your dive club and help make this the best dive year ever!  
Volunteer your time as an Officer or an occasional Aide.  Shake 
hands with the people who served so well in 2010.   

February 2011 

Since 1984 

Down Under 
Dive Club 

DUDC Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday, February 9th  @ 7 pm 
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Event  Time   Member's 
Cost                   

 Coordinator 
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   

Lagoon House, Palm Bay 

Wednesday, 
2/9/11 @ 7 p.m. 

 Free    Bill Allen ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD Monday 2/28/11 @ 6:30 p.m. Free  
Contact any Board Member to  
Attend 

Lemon Shark Dive (3 tank dive) Saturday, 2/19  at 9 am $75 Craig Capion craig@donerightcontracting.com 

Manatee Snorkel Trip to Crystal River February 26 @ 9 am $30 Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

St. Paddy Dive March 19, 2011 $68.90 Henry Schoepp membership@downunderdiveclub.com  

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 
paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for 
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or 

DUDC.         ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

 

Sea Level Scuba 

4155 Dow Rd Suite U  
Melbourne, FL. 32934 

(321)255-1825 

 

 
 

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 
2006 South Front Street 

Melbourne, Florida 32901 

(321) 723-5932 

JND Scuba Center 

4651 Babcock Street NE 
Palm Bay, FL 32905 

(321) 723-8888 

Chapter 27 of the 2003  

Florida Statutes: 

Any vessel other than a law enforcement or 
rescue vessel that approaches within 100 feet 
of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or navi-
gation channel, or within 300 feet of a divers-
down flag on waters other than a river, inlet, or 
navigation channel, must proceed no faster 
than is necessary to maintain headway and 
steerageway. 

Additionally, diver must remain within these 
specified distances of the dive flag when they 
are diving. 

mailto:membership@downunderdiveclub.com
http://www.sealevelscuba.com


 

 

CHANGES ARE COMING 

Meetings 

We are going to be experiencing some changes in the Down Under Dive Club in the 
upcoming year.  I think the most significant of these will be the change in location of 
our monthly meetings.  We will be moving to the Broken Barrel Restaurant.  They have 
a meeting room that can easily accommodate our group.  They also have a projector 
that we will be able to use for presentations.  And since you are asking, “Why move the 
meeting?”, I’ll tell you.  We will take $600 off our annual expenses for the rental of the 
Lagoon House, it will save us $300 or so in costs for refreshments.  In this tight eco-
nomic time we have to make some tough decisions and this is one of them.  Controlling 
costs is not easy but this is the one way that immediately jumped out at the board.  The 
idea was presented to me by Craig Capion and I liked it and asked Craig explain the de-
tails to the board.  I supported it and by a unanimous vote it was approved.  The big-
gest drawback is that it is at restaurant and they will be expecting us to make a pur-
chase.  For me that is fine, I like beer and who knows, maybe I’ll be hungry as well.  And 
finally, this relieves one person, namely Jeri Curley, of the task of bringing in all the re-

freshments for each meeting.  In my 8 years or so in the club only two people that I can recall have done this task, Jeri and Tom 
Butler.  That’s a lot of years for two people to do this.  And finally I’m sure you are wondering when this change will take place.  
Well, we had some considerable debate and finally settled in on the April 2011 meeting.  The reason was that is the first meeting 
in the fiscal year of the club and it is also when the new board will be handling the meeting.  So, that is one change. 

PayPal 

The other big change is in PayPal.  I made a serious mistake thinking that we had at sometime in the past had discussions on what 
to do about the costs associated with credit cards and PayPal.  It appears I was wrong and I had that pointed out to me. For the 
aggravation that I caused a couple of club members, specifically Michael Wheat and Rochelle Hood, I apologize.  The policy on 
PayPal is now in place.  After a good deal of debate we settled in on a fee of 3% for PayPal.  This figure was arrived at because we 
are charged 2.9% by PayPal on every transaction.  The reason for the extra .1% (one tenth of one percent) is that when we add the 
2.9% onto a bill we are charged 2.9% on that additional amount.  It also happens that with PayPal the money sits in their account 
until we actually tell them to move it and then it takes 3 to 4 days for that transfer to occur.  That is what happened on our blown 
out Keys trip this fall.  It took 3 days for a transfer to happen.  We are not a big merchant that can afford to absorb these costs, 
especially on high dollar trips.  It takes extra time and the treasurer has to do some extra work to get the funds where they will do 
us some good.  And finally as far as I’ve been able to find out the fee is not refunded by PayPay so we cannot make refund to  you.  
If we find out differently we will certainly refund that to you  So, we will keep PayPal and you are welcome to use it and take ad-
vantage of its convenience.  But only you can decide if the cost is worth that convenience. 

 A more subtle change is occurring in the club website.  Henry Scheopp has been working diligently on reworking the site.  It has a 
new look and is being updated constantly.  Give it look.  Every time I look at it I am impressed.  This is a task that Henry has taken 
on willingly and he is doing a great job.  We are planning on putting up on the site the minutes of the board meetings and keeping 
them current.  We expect to be able to post and keep current dive dates and other club activities.  And don’t forget about our 
Facebook presence.  Michael Workman has been taking care of that for us and is doing a terrific job.  And me, I’m such an internet 
neanderthal that I’m just happy when my computer turns on. 

And finally, don’t forget that February is the month for nomination of new officers.  Then we vote on them at the March meeting 
and at the close of that meeting the offices transfer to those elected. 

See you on February 9, at the Lagoon House.  

Bill Allen, President 
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Dive in the Know 

By Terry Peterman 

 

Knowing as much as you can about the dive your about to make can make all the 
difference between spending your dive in awe and wonder or nervous and 
scared.  Most of the better dive operations are responsible enough to give a de-
tailed dive briefing before your dive.  But occasionally they will assume everyone 
on the boat is familiar with the spot and skip the briefing.  Likewise if your plan-

ning on making a beach dive you should get a briefing of the area from the local dive shop and local divers 
familiar with the area. 

Training and experience in one type of diving isn’t appropriate for all types of diving. A diving certification is 
just the first step, you also need to understand your limitations; make sure you know enough about the dive 
before you even sign up to know if it is within your abilities. Diving is a social sport. Dive Clubs are an excel-
lent resource for dive site information.  Don’t be afraid to say when you don’t know something. If a boat op-
erator doesn’t do a dive briefing don’t be afraid to ask for one.  Ask others on the boat whom have made the 
dive before, what you can expect.  If your making a beach dive, expect to exert yourself a lot more than a 
typical boat dive. You need to be fit enough to do the dives you are attempting. Diving in colder water with 
heavy gear puts more stress on the body. So does shore diving or diving in currents, as compared with diving 
in still water from a boat. In summary, get a local orientation before you dive in a new location or attempt 
any style of diving beyond your experience.   Be safe and see you at the anchor. 

The Lionfish (Pterois volitans) is a beautiful, graceful, Indo-Pacific fish that is very popular with aquar-
ium owners.  This striped fish is covered in venomous spines that cause severe reactions to those un-
fortunate enough to contact them.  These spines are located in the dorsal, anal and pelvic fins.  They 
produce a venom which is a combination of a neurotoxin and neurotransmitter.   

The Lionfish, a relative of our native scorpionfish, has begun to invade the Atlantic coastal waters and 
has begun to reproduce EXPONENTIALLY in the wild.  They have been reported as far north as Massa-
chusetts and as far south as Panama.  You can no longer dive in the ocean without running into one or 
five!   

To date, man is considered this species only major predator in the Atlantic, though there are some 
reports that sand sharks may be feeding on this lovely, dangerous exotic.  Local predators are being 
“taught” to recognize this fish as a source of food. 

Lionfish are voracious predators, eating anything that will fit into their mouths.  The will decimate a 
reef in very little time.  We can already see a change in the reef system.  Fewer and fewer juveniles 
are being encountered on reef’s inhabited by Lionfish. 

Lionfish are edible and it is the hope of many organizations that a fishery can be established to pro-
vide an economic stimulus that will control the spiraling population.  Come Join the Hunt!   Contact 
your local dive shops to purchase the Lion Tamer that we heard about last year—now being sold at 
Sea Level Scuba.  Ask your local seafood restaurant if they serve Lionfish.   

          —Jeri L. Curley 
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 A Record 767 Manatees Died in 2010 
Trichechus manatus latirostrus 

Are manatees the mermaids sailors spied on those long, lonely nights at sea?  

Though these creatures are gentle and appear to crave human contact, I find 

it difficult to perceive a voyage that long or lonely! Manatees are slow mov-
ing, gentle and friendly mammals.  This is their allure to tourists—both the 

scientific community and public at large. This has also resulted in numerous 
boat related Manatee deaths and injury. The lucky ones come away with only 

prop scars or missing limbs. Manatees are now protected under federal law 
by the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 and the Endangered Species 

Act of 1973, which make it illegal to harass, hunt, capture or kill any marine 
mammal. Manatees are also protected by the Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act 

of 1978.  It also illegal to knowingly discard monofilament line or nets 

into waters of Florida. Fines can reach into 5 digits.  Being a mammal, 
Manatees must come to the surface to breath, they give live birth to off 

spring and they have hair. They eat 10 to 15% of their body weight per 
day and an adult can weigh from 1000 to 3000 pounds. That’s a lot of 

sea grass!!! Manatees travel, on average 40 to 50 miles a day during 
the warm months of the year. In the winter, they travel to the warm 

waters of the spring fed Crystal River and to areas kept warm by power 
plants.  I was fortunate enough to make the trek to Crystal River to 

snorkel with the manatees and was awestruck by their potential power 

and their characteristic gentle nature.  These areas are carefully super-
vised during the winter and areas are cordoned off to allow sanctuary 

from human visitors.  I’m planning to make the trek again and I’m look-
ing for a few good friends to join me.    

   —  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. 
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our 
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, 
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered 
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, 
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group 
of divers.  There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new 
Open Water divers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Indian River Lagoon 
House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each 
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in 
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If 

you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Bill Allen  ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Kyle Frinkley Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Vicki Spang Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 Henry Schoepp Membership@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:    
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   ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:  If you have any 
  items you wish to sell or trade, send an email 

 with a brief description to 
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starving diver/artist.  Jeri 
Curley has her dive photos for sale.  You can purchase them 
at the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.   

 USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL 

Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 - 1 year old, excellent shape, comes 
with warranty $500 
Used Mk25 X650 - 1 year old, excellent shape, comes with war-
ranty $400 
Used rental bcd - 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt inflator $199 
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit $149  

 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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