December

Down Under
Dive Club
DUDC Monthly Meeting
is Wednesday, December 9th @ 6:30 pm.

Holiday
Party
Don’t forget the annual Holiday Party
will be held at the December meet‐
ing—December 9th at 6:30.
Sign up to bring a dish at
the November meeting!
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Congratulations to
Last Months
Winners:
Bob Jensen won a Dive Light
Henry Erfurt won a TSA Lock
Jeff Meyers won a Snappy Coil

Event

Time

Member's
Cost

DUDC Meeting
Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
12/9/09 @ 6:30 p.m.

Free

DUDC Board Meeting
**Meeting place TBD

Monday 1/25/10 @ 6:30
p.m.

Free

Little Cayman

6/26/10 to 7/3/10

Blue Heron Bridge

TBD

Crystal River Manatee Snorkel

TBD

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail
Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com
Contact any Board Member to Attend

Michael Wheat

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

TBD

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:
Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled
event or with a paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board
approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when
dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

Lionfish
The Lionfish (Pterois volitans) is a beautiful, graceful, Indo‐Pacific fish that is
very popular with aquarium owners. This striped fish is covered in venomous
spines that cause severe reactions to those unfortunate enough to contact
them. This species, a relative of our native scorpionfish, has begun to invade
the Atlantic coastal waters and has begun to reproduce in the wild.
They have been reported as far north as Massachusetts and as far south as
Panama. To date, man is considered this species only major predator in the
Atlantic, though there are some reports that sand sharks may be feeding on
this lovely, dangerous exotic.
Average lifespan is 15 years. Size up to 15 inches. They are edible and it is
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
the hope of REEF and other environmental organizations that a fishery can be
established to provide an economic stimulus that will control the spiraling
population.
Some local dive boats are offering incentives such as dive discounts to spearfisherman who bring up
this exotic while on their boat. Help us control the growth of this species. You may save our reef while
—Jeri L. Curley
saving a little green yourself.
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President’s Message
I am looking forward to the December meeting. We always have a good time with friends and
plenty of good food for all. The “Chinese Gift Exchange” is always what I find the most interesting. And, I notice that lots of other folks, actually everyone, enjoys this just as much as I do. As
a rule we try to keep the amount of the gift in the $20.00 price range and if possible somehow
dive related. And we do also limit the take “aways” to 3 or we could be there all night long. So,
I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the meeting and enjoying the food and friends.
A big thank you is due Dale Purchase for his presentation on wrecks of the Great Lakes. It was
interesting and I always enjoy seeing the photos of wrecks that I never dove while living in the
great, cold state of Michigan. I dove several wrecks in Lake Huron but never the kind of dives
that Dale was making in Superior. It is a deep, dark, cold and dangerous place to dive and few
people make the kind of dives that he has made. So again, thanks for an interesting presentation
from our own Dale Purchase.
And speaking of diving we will be looking into some dives for the winter months as-well-as some non diving activities that we can
enjoy as a group and with our family members who are non-divers.
And finally I want to wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I hope that this has been a good for you and that next year
is even better.
And by-the-way, this is coming to you from the great state of Michigan. And no, I am not here diving! Just here visiting children
and grandchildren.

Bill Allen, President
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Tank Care Do’s and Don’ts
By Terry Peterman
Do’s
6

6

6

Have your tank visually inspected annually
Have your tank hydrostatically tested
every 5 years
Handle the tank valves carefully they are usually made of soft
brass
6

Inspect the valve before every dive

Rinse the tank valve and tank with fresh water after
every use
6

Inspect the O-ring surrounding the valve before
every dive and be sure to carry spares, remember there
is more than one size in use
6

Turn the valve handle gently until the valve is fully
open then back it off ¼ to ½ turn
6

Don’ts
6

Don’t bang the tank valve

6

Don’t overfill tanks

6

6

6
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Don’t leave the tank in a hot place or
sunlight or you risk rupturing a Burst disk
Don’t use oil based lubricants on the valve,
they are toxic
Don’t attempt to service your valve if you are not a qualified technician
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Reflections on 2009
As I look back on 2009, I am amazed at how fast the time slipped through
my fingers. It was a rough year for a lot of us. The economy hurt—some
of us more than others. Each month we’d struggle to pay bills. There were
times when I felt myself slipping down that dark path of despair and I’d pull
out my photos and I’d remember. I’d remember the good times and I’d
remember my good buddies. Those friends who stood by me through the
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
roughest times and those who have left us to begin that journey that we all
must make in due course. We’ve been through a lot this year—
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
broken bones, bypass surgery, chemotherapy and tears. Yet
through it all there has been one constant, one rock to steady us—
diving and the bonds diving creates and cements. Very few sports do
you place your life in the hands of your dive buddy and ask him to
do the same. I look passed the hard times and I know that I am truly
blessed. I have friends and family that care for and support me. I
know there is an end to the hard times and I know that I have the
strength to make it to better times. And so do you. You’re not
alone. Until then “may the sun shine warm upon your face. And the
rain fall soft upon your field.” —Jeri L. Curley
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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Photo by Jeri L.
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida.
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone,
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives,
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group
of divers. There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new
Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Indian River Lagoon
House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE: If you have any
items you wish to sell or trade, send an email
with a brief description to
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.

COMPLETE SCUBA GEAR FOR WOMAN

PHOTOS FOR SALE: Help support a starving
diver/artist. Jeri Curley has her dive photos for
sale. You can purchase them at the monthly
club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.
USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL

Size Medium, Used 103 Dives, Well Maintained

Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 ‐ 1 year old, excellent
shape, comes with warranty $500
MaryKay Chable 321‐544‐2729 Used Mk25 X650 ‐ 1 year old, excellent shape,
comes with warranty $400
Two Tanks Hydro‐tested March 2003, Visual Sep‐
Used rental bcd ‐ 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt
tember 2006; Body Glove size medium, excellent
condition, Cold water wet suite used 5 times size M; inflator $199
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit
Black and Blue Dive Skin For Summer; Two Hoods,
Weights and weight belt; Tusa Vest – excellent con‐ $149
dition; American Divers regulator complete gear
Women's O'Neill 3/2 mm full wetsuit, size 12;
and hoses – Serviced September 2006; Boots size
gently used; excellent condition. $30. Judy
medium 9 – 10, Pink Fins; Pink Gloves, Knife, Dive
Hesselbacher 321‐676‐3326. If no answer,
Watch Free Style Predator; Dry Bag, Pink Dive Bag;
please leave a message or send email to
Orange Inflatable Emergency Sausage / Whistle

$500

jhesselb@comcast.net

Board of Directors
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President :

Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Michael Wheat

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Bob Carmichael

bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

Jeri L. Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

Craig Capion

ccapion@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Terry Peterman

tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:

Dale Purchase

dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com
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