
Mike Kurczewski — PADI Southeast Regional Manager 

Mike will speak to the dive club on August 10th about continuing your dive 

training and becoming a PADI PRO.  His territory includes: the east coast of 

Florida, the Bahamas, Turk &Caicos, Grenada and the Cayman Islands. 

He’s  been with PADI for 26 years, starting  as a Course Director/Manager of 

PADI College. He trained about 250 instructors a year. It was a career pro-

gram that could last up to 16 week.  He then became a Regional Manager 

and was sent to Chicago to cover the Midwest territory— 17 states.  Then he 

was then sent to the Southwest Region and I lived in the San Diego area— 

California, Arizona, Nevada and Hawaii.  He came to the Southeast Region in 

1995.  The Program is Go Pro/Living the Dream – opportunities in diving. It 

covers continuing education and ends with information about dive master 

and instructor. 

Club Dues are Past Due! 
Club dues are due. Dues are $25 for individual and $35 for family.  You can pay at the meeting 

or mail a check made out to DUDC, Inc to the club address at PO Box 360105, Melbourne FL 

32936.  Any questions, contact me at Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com or our new treasurer 

Kyle Frinkley.  We will be updating the roster for our charters/dive shops. 
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Raffle Prize Winner 
Tom Butler won an Atomic Aquatics  Titanium Safe Second  

Inhaler from our Good Friends at  

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters 

EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES AND GREAT STORIES!   

BRING A FRIEND AND CHECK US OUT!  
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Event  Time  
 Member's 

Cost                   

 Coordinator 

Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   

Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay 

Wednesday, 

7/13/11 @ 7 p.m. 
 Free   Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD Monday 7/25/11 @ 6:30 p.m. Free  Contact any Board Member to  Attend 

Blue Heron Bridge Dive Any time the Tide is Right! Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Full Moon Night Dive  Saturday, 8/13/11, 6pm $68 Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Goliath Grouper Aggregation Dive Saturday, 8/20/11 $65 Craig Capion VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 

paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for 

refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.         

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

Sea Level Scuba 

4155 Dow Rd Suite U  

Melbourne, FL. 32934 

(321)255-1825 

 

 

 

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 

2006 South Front Street 

Melbourne, Florida 32901 

(321) 723-5932 

JND Scuba Center 

4651 Babcock Street NE 

Palm Bay, FL 32905 

(321) 723-8888 

The Diver Down Flag 

Chapter 27 of the 2003  Florida Statutes: 

Any vessel other than a law enforcement or 

rescue vessel that approaches within 100 feet 

of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or navi-

gation channel, or within 300 feet of a divers-

down flag on waters other than a river, inlet, or 

navigation channel, must proceed no faster 

than is necessary to maintain headway and 

steerageway. 

Additionally, diver must remain within these 

specified distances of the dive flag when they 

are diving. 

DUES ARE DUE 

Don’t forget Club Dues are Due.  Keep your 

membership current.  $25 for single member 

and $35 for family membership.  We will be 

updating our roster with the local dive shops. 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Ferocious 

this big guy 

is NOT! 

http://www.sealevelscuba.com


 

 
   

Why Join a Dive Club? 
If you’ve ever walked onto a dive boat at the spur of the  

moment, you know why.  You never know who your dive 

buddy is going to be, if you have one at all.  I’ve seen 
strangers paired up on the boat, only to separate immedi-

ately upon entering the water.  On a recent trip, the dive 

guide surfaced early and left me to finish my dive solo.  
Had I known this ahead of time, I could have been appro-

priately prepared.  Knowing who you will dive with is a 

great reason to dive with the club.  Another reason to dive 
with the club is to glean knowledge from our experienced 

divers.  I know it is embarrassing to have our faults pointed out, but it makes us better divers.  

Everyone was a beginner at one point.  Every-
one went through the same growing pains.  

Some take full advantage of the experience of 

others and some don’t.  I applaud those who 

are constantly trying to improve their skills—
taking what is offered and swimming with it!  

After all, there is no such thing as a perfect 

diver! And the best way to improve our skills is 
by practice.  WE ARE A DIVE CLUB THAT 

DIVES!!  I have been very fortunate this year 

to have been able to afford to dive more often 
than I had last year.  I’ve watched some of our 

new divers transform into confident, composed 

divers.  And I can’t wait to bear witness to their 
future transformations.  I feel extremely proud 

when I hear complements about our group.  I 

looked around during one of our dives.  Even though most of the divers were relatively new, no 
one was running into each other or the reef—for the most part (yes everyone still needs to 

practice buoyancy control!).  We stayed together as a group and we made sure that we all got 

back on the boat safely.  But, the best reason 

to dive with the club is for the camaraderie.  
Diving is life.  Reliving a dive around a dinner 

or lunch table with friends reduces the surface 

interval between dives and makes our lives 
full of such joy.  I’ve said it before and I’ll say 

it again.  My best experiences and my best 

buddies have been made on a dive boat! 

Thanks go out to Broken Barrel for the 

Great Ice Cream Buffet (we all appreciate 

the sugar buzz) and to Hatt’s Diving 

Headquarters for the raffle prize won by 

our own Tom Butler. 

See you Down Under! —Jeri L. Curley,  
     President  

PAGE 3 DOWN UNDER DIVE CLUB  AUGUST 2011 

President’s Message 

Photo by Bill Shepherd  




By Terry Peterman 

 It is not unusual to see otherwise competent divers deteriorate 
into bumbling fools at night.  The reason is simple; lack of experience. 

Night diving lacks the same visual cues as daytime and adds an extra 

element of anxiety.  However, there are certain rules of etiquette for 
night diving everyone should follow.  First and foremost is being care-

ful not to shine your light into other divers eyes.  If you need to get 

someone’s attention shine your light on there chest or stomach, tem-
porary blindness underwater can be very disorienting.  This includes divers and crewmembers 

on the boat.  When coming back on the boat it is a good idea to leave the light on until you’re 

in the boat, in case you drop it you will be able to find it.  But turn it off as soon as possible 

crewmembers can find it difficult focusing on divers in the water if there is too much light on 
the boat.  Second, be sensitive to touch; if you feel yourself hitting something stop kicking or 

moving until you figure what or who you are hitting.  Third, give other divers their space, avoid 

clumping together, give your buddy and other divers some room to navigate.  Forth, keep your 
gear organized and clear of the companionways on the boat, always a good idea, this is espe-

cially important in the dim light to prevent someone tripping.  Fifth, if you choose to use a 

chemical glow stick as a backup, make sure it goes into the trash and not overboard.  It can be 
confused for a lost diver or become a last meal for a sea turtle.  Night Diving can be illuminat-

ing and exciting. Follow these rules and everyone can have a great time.  See you at the an-

chor. 

By Jeri Curley 

As the day of this dive approached, my apprehension began 

to grow.  The weather was holding out but the divers were 
falling like flies.  Last minute cancelations, drove me into hy-

per-drive trying to find replacements—without success.  Plus, 

I’ve only dove on this boat a few times and I wasn’t sure 
about their procedures—I like to be prepared.  We had 

booked this dive a couple months earlier, requesting the Sea 

Emperor and a photogenic reef—perfect for new divers.  We 
made it to the dock safely and with time to spare.  Tom Butler 

and I walked across to the Two Georges parking lot to check 

it out.  We encountered Compys (reference your Jurassic Park 

DVD).  After several attempts to capture or photograph these 
giant lizards without success, we headed back to the park.  

The boat was late and Tom almost missed it when he sat 

down to take a siesta.  The crew said the water was a bit 
bumpy.  Green divers were disembarking the boat.  The fore-

cast was for 2-3 foot seas—which is what we got.  As we 

headed out, we passed the Sea Emperor which was sur-
rounded by dive boats.  We continued on.  The boat had a couple of Advanced Open Water 

students, so they tied off to the Noula Express.  The dive master emerged from the water in-

forming us that there was a moderate current.  Not a problem.  We had a line to the wreck.  I 
watched the first divers jump into the water.  They were supposed to grab the rope from the 

boat to the buoy (mid-air) and pull themselves to the anchor line.  I looked at my camera, 
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Photo by Terry Peterman  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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then at the line, then at the dive ladder.  I can 
swim against a moderate current, but I can’t 

replace a flooded camera.  I opted to swim to 

the line instead risking my camera.  As my cam-

era banged against the ladder (moderate cur-
rent), I envisioned the dome port popping off or 

the acrylic getting a nasty nick.  I dropped down 

below the boat and swam toward the anchor 
line.  I made it to within 20 feet of the line, 

stayed with the divers on the line as they de-

scended.  Since I wasn’t making any headway, I 
decided to drop to the sand and get below the 

current.  Once on the sand, I looked up and saw 

the line and headed for it.  I kneeled down in 
the sand 

to wait for my dive buddies.  The instructor and his two 

students waved.  They seemed surprised to see me 
there.  Finally, here comes Tom, then Scott, then 

Garrett.  I waited a few more minutes, then caught up 

with the guys.  Hundreds of Spadefish swam in circles 

around us and the wrecked wreck.  Four French Angelfish 
were courting and actually allowed us to get ―butt-free‖ 

photos. Of course, I found a Sailfin blenny (and on the 

second dive, a tiny nudibranch)—I didn’t have my macro 
lens.  Got back on the boat (still with 950 psi—even after 

the swim) and found out what had happened to the rest 

of our crew.  Equipment damage and the moderate cur-
rent kept them from making it to the bottom.  I am 

soooo glad I opted to protect my camera.  Two of my 

dive buddies had a flooded camera and a flooded strobe 
between them.  We headed to a shallow patch reef sys-

tem and hit the water.  We encountered TOO MANY Lion-

fish—buy a lion tamer everyone! Scott got everyone’s 
attention and signed that there was an eel.  OMG!  This 

was a GIANT 

Green Moray gulp-

ing water.  His mouth gaped open soooo wide that I 
could see his pharyngeal jaw.  I tried to aim my strobe 

down his throat, but he kept moving his head and the 

current kept moving me around—photos turned out 
great anyway.  We ran out of reef before we ran out of 

air—about an hour and we reluctantly surfaced. 

We headed to the Two Georges where I found out what 
had happened on the boat during the first dive.  Two 

dive masters had been blown off the line and drifted 

through the sea of dive boats (a lot of boats).  They re-
fused to inflate their safety sausages and were finally 

picked up by another boat.  I know how much of a pain it is to manually inflate a safety sau-

sage, but we dive in areas with boaters who are not required to get a license and they are of-
ten drinking, tired or just not paying attention.  My life is worth that extra effort, how about 

you?  Dive Safely, we’ll miss you Down Under!   

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. Formed 

in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to 

promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and encourage 

environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered the Atlantic ocean, 

from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-

aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers.  There 

are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water di-

vers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, Lo-

cated on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each 

month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in 

SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If 

you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Craig Capion VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Kyle Frinkley Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Vicki Spang Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 JoEllen Dessert Membership@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:    
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ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:   

If you have any items you wish to sell or trade, 

send an email with a brief description to 

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starving 

diver/artist.  Jeri Curley has her dive photos for 

sale.  You can purchase them at the monthly 

club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.   

Camera for Sale  

INTOVA DIGITAL SPORTS CAMERA, 8.0 MEGAPIXEL 

WATERPROOF, SHOCK RESISTANT, LIKE NEW. ASK-

ING $100.00. ORIGINAL PRICE $200  

CALL  JAN SENICH 544-8951   

Dive Gear for Sale – Make an offer 

I still have some gear for sale—the list is long.  

John Dockendorf johndockendorf@earthlink.net  

321-431-0430 
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