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Down Under
Dive Club
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Speaker for April Meeting
Shannon Hackett

One of our own club members lives the dream. She works and plays in the
marine environment. Shannon received her BS in Marine Biology from the
University of Central Florida and has had various jobs which have ultimately
led her back to the marine environment. She is a contract worker for St.
John’s River Water Management District, performing seagrass and water
quality surveys throughout the Indian River Lagoon. As you will find out, seagrass beds are extremely important to our marine ecosystem for a variety of
reasons. You will find out why we, as divers and stewards of the ocean,
should be concerned about the health of our Lagoon System.

Winners In March
Diane Bryant—Silk Travel Pouch
John Dockendorf—Dive Towel

Raffle Prize:
Atomic Aquatics
Titanium Safe
Second Inhaler
(color of actual prize may
differ from photo)

Event
DUDC Meeting
Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay

Time

Member's
Cost

Wednesday,
4/13/11 @ 7 p.m.

Free

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail
Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com
Contact any Board Member to
Attend

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD Monday 4/25/11 @ 6:30 p.m.

Free

Blue Heron Bridge Dive

Saturday, 4/9/11 @ 12:41 pm

Free

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Diving South Florida with Sea Level
Scuba

Saturday, 4/23/11 @ 8am

$65

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Club Picnic @ Futch Park

Saturday, 5/7/11 @10am

Side Dish

Jeri Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the scheduled event or with a
paid replacement diver. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval. All requests for
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing. Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or
DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE. NON-MEMBERS ADD $5.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

We Support Our Local Dive Shops:
Sea Level Scuba
4155 Dow Rd Suite U
Melbourne, FL. 32934
(321)255-1825

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc.
2006 South Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
(321) 723-5932
JND Scuba Center
4651 Babcock Street NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905
(321) 723-8888

New Officers :
President: Jeri Curley
Vice President: Craig Capion
Treasurer: Kyle Frinkley
Secretary: Vicki Spang
Membership: JoEllen Dessert
Safety: Terry Peterman
Dive Coordinator: You?!!!
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DUES ARE DUE
Don’t forget Club Dues are Due. Keep your
membership current. $25 for single member
and $35 for family membership. We will be updating our roster with the local dive shops.

Chapter 27 of the 2003
Florida Statutes:
Any vessel other than a law enforcement or
rescue vessel that approaches within 100 feet
of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or navigation channel, or within 300 feet of a diversdown flag on waters other than a river, inlet, or
navigation channel, must proceed no faster
than is necessary to maintain headway and
steerageway.
Additionally, diver must remain within these
specified distances of the dive flag when they
are diving.
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Another Dive Season Begins
A new year begins with a new board of directors. Congratulations and good
luck to All! I want to start out by thanking the old board members for their
hard work and sacrifice. I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again. To give without asking for or expecting a Thank You in return is the sign not only of a
great leader but of a great heart and exceptional character. You have given
us a true gift and it has not gone unnoticed. Let us hope that we all do as
well.
At February’s meeting, I was reminded of how I originally became a board
member. Believe it or not, I am a very shy person. I’m the one who sits in
the back trying to pretend that I’m comfortable around people I don’t know.
Photo by Bill Shepherd
At one meeting, Chuck, the president at the time, came up to me and said
“So and So tells me that you know how to work a computer and that you can write. Willie needs help with the newsletter.” At the
time everything was printed and snail mailed out to members—hand fold, label, stamp about 150 newsletters. Willie was both
Secretary and Treasurer and was very overtaxed. He waited until I agreed to help, then, “Well, since you’re going to be at all the
meetings you might as well be the secretary as well.” Of the 12 years that I’ve been a member, I’ve been on the board in one capacity or another all but 2 years. There have been many changes to our club and there are many more to come.
I didn’t realize that when I joined this little dive club, I was joining a family. They put their arm around my shoulder and pulled me
into the group. “You are not diving alone today. You are diving with us and we will take care of you.” They made me believe it
not just with their words but through their actions. I felt welcomed and I felt that I belonged. I feel a great responsibility to those
who served before to maintain the best of us—to pay it forward so that others can reap the same benefit that I did. Stepping out
of my comfort zone has allowed me to grow in all aspects of my life and I hope that you will follow suit. Step out of your comfort
zone and offer a hand to a new member or guest. Introduce yourself to someone you don’t know. These are the friends you hold
onto for a lifetime.
We have an opening for the Dive Coordinator position. The position sounds daunting but you will have lots of help. Volunteer for
the position or volunteer to run a dive. We need all the help you can give.

Babcock Street

I alluded earlier to changes coming. There was a time when our little dive club could fill a boat and still have people on a waiting
list. We could negotiate charter fees because
we could deliver the divers. The economy has
significantly decreased my dive budget and
yours as well and it has reduced our membership. So we’ve had to make changes. Significant among these is our meeting location. We
will be meeting at the Broken Barrel Tavern at
4700 Babcock Street in Palm Bay, in the strip
mall cattycorner to the strip mall where JND
Scuba is located. It is the southwest corner of
Palm Bay Road and Babcock Street.
Palm Bay Road

We have been discussing other ways to reduce our operating costs including integrating
our trips with the local dive shops. You will be
seeing many changes in the year to come.
See you Down Under!

—Jeri L. Curley,
President

New Meeting Location in April 2011

Broken Barrel Tavern
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Follow the Leader
By Terry Peterman
When it’s just you and your buddy diving you probably take turns being leader making sure to keep track of your buddy either ahead or behind. But when your diving in a
group the situation is somewhat different. There are some simple rules we need to follow for making the dive safe for us and not a nightmare for the dive guide. First of all
there is no taking turns on who is leading, the dive guide will always be the leader. Stay
with the group and follow the dive guides lead. Second of all is don’t fall behind, there
Photo by Terry Peterman
is nothing more horrifying to the dive guide than to loose a member and have to backtrack the whole group to find someone. Third, stay slightly shallower than the dive guide especially if wall diving. He
will always be the floor of the dive plan trying to make sure your not diving too deep. Dive guides may occasionally
ask for your air reading, but you still need to keep track of it yourself. If your running low on air and need to surface
before the group be sure to let the dive guide know you are surfacing. Follow the float line to the surface but don’t
hold onto it, remember the dive guide is attached at the other end. When you get to the surface stay with the float
ball till you get the dive boats attention, once the crew sees you, move away from the float to prevent the boat from
running over the line or endangering others surfacing. Follow the rules, follow the leader and everyone will have a
great dive. See you at the anchor.

The Perfect Dive
By Henry Schoepp
There was a cold breeze blowing gently from west to east, but as the
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
sun rose the temperature became more comfortable. The ocean was
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
incredibly smooth, more like a lake. The water was cool, but the sky
was a clear, cloudless blue. The boat was only half full, leaving us ample room to spread out and be comfortable.
The first dive site was Breakers. The visibility was excellent, easily 90
feet plus. The fish life was active and we saw many things. We saw
eels, turtles, goliath grouper, lobster, and amble fish.
While hanging toward the back of the group I found a lionfish in a hole
under a ledge. I could not really line up on him, though. I tried to use
my lion tamer (http://www.liontamerusa.com/) to scare the fish out of
the hole a little bit. I failed and it went deeper into the hole. By this
point, the entire group was well ahead of me, so I had to hustle to
catch up. Later in the dive, Jeri would find a small lionfish. It was in an easily accessible location, away from cover. This
one was particularly small, and its feathers were more like threads. I lined up on it with my lion tamer, which was huge
compared to this diminutive specimen. Before I let go, Craig
grabbed my shoulder. He pointed to his net indicating his desire to
capture the fish for his aquarium. I slowly moved away and
watched him catch the tiny invading predator. Later in the dive, we
would come across another lionfish. This was approximately two
inches in length. I slowly moved toward it so that I may have a
good attack angle. I pulled back and released, striking the fish below its dorsal fins. My lion tamer has finally pierced the flesh of a
target! The lionfish was fully skewered, but still managed to flop its
way free of the tip (there are no barbs on the lion tamer) and into
a nearby hole where I would be unable to reach. Although I was
unable to instantly kill it, the wound I inflicted was mortal. In the
middle of all that, I performed some reef cleanup by picking up an
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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old tow rope (as used to water ski). Once I was done with my
attack on the lionfish, I retrieved the debris and continued the
dive.
We continued our dive and encountered a nurse shark hiding
under a ledge. Jeri began taking pictures of it. At first it was
content with the attention, but later becoming less satisfied.
The six foot long creature decided to come out from under the
ledge, away from Jeri. When it came face to face with me, it
decided that it was not willing to go that way either. Instead it
swam back into the ledge a little deeper. A few more pictures,
and then decided off to the next part of the reef. Later in the
dive, we got to the end of the reef where we found a nurse
shark laying on the sandy bottom beside a rock, much more in
the open. Jeri took some pictures and then we followed the

rest of the group toward Turtle Mound.
Although Jon Karuza was with us, no alligator (http://www.divephotoguide.com/underwater-photography-specialfeatures/article/alligator--ocean/) was present. We made our way to Turtle Mound. As we swam across the sand and
rubble, a large goliath grouper swam about ten yards away from us. It did not seem to fear us, but was not looking to
approach us either. We encountered another nurse shark as we got to Turtle Mound. This was followed by an interesting encounter with a spotted moray eel. Jeri had stopped to take pictures of a spotted moray eel which I had not noticed. I found a spotted
moray eel that was completely in the open. I signaled but Jeri was photographing another one. I watched mine as it swam down under a small
ledge and struck at something once or twice. It was active and feeding,
probably successfully given the ample little fish in this area. Eventually it
began moving across the reef looking for more fish, moving toward Jeri. It
was threading itself through various holes and crevices in the reef as it
moved. There was some anthropomorphism as we attributed shock and
surprise when the two eels encountered one another face to face. After
pausing for a moment, the more active eel turned around and reversed
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its direction in the hold and then popped out the top of the reef. It then
began swimming away across the top of the reef with surprising speed.
As we continued our dive at Turtle Mound, I saw a particularly large lobster. It was under a ledge in in a hole, but it
was quite large. I was upside down at the time, so I moved back and verified my finding. Once I did, I began pointing
and turned around looking for my buddy. She found something better. She found a goliath grouper that was about
seven feet long sitting on the bottom, not caring that she crept up to it and began taking pictures. We watched the
giant just sit there for a while and then continued our path over the mound, almost immediately encountering a small
green sea turtle. After swimming with that for a while, I signaled that I was low on air and we began our slow, safe ascent.
The next dive site was Flower Gardens and it had equally incredibly visibility. Upon entering the water, I found a green
moray eel. This was the start of another beautiful dive. I never
found any lobster on this one, but there was plenty of life. At
one point, I found a turtle, a juvenile drum fish, and a scorpion fish all in the same area. Late in the dive, we saw a large
sting ray with about a five foot wing span. Although I did not
spend as much time gushing about this dive, it is only because
I have written plenty about how awesomely good the dive
was already. And for those of you who do not believe me, Jeri
has provided some pictures to prove it.
Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida.
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone,
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives,
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group
of divers. There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new
Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern,
Located on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded
each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested
in SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun!
If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com
ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE: If you have any PHOTOS FOR SALE: Help support a starving diver/artist. Jeri
items you wish to sell or trade, send an email Curley has her dive photos for sale. You can purchase them
with a brief description to at the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.
USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL
Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 - 1 year old, excellent shape, comes
with warranty $500
Used Mk25 X650 - 1 year old, excellent shape, comes with warranty $400
Used rental bcd - 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt inflator $199
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit $149
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Board of Directors
President :

Jeri L. Curley

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Craig Capion

VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Kyle Frinkley

Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

Vicki Spang

Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

JoEllen Dessert

Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Terry Peterman

tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:
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