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Club
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October’s DUDC Monthly
Meeting is Wednesday, October 10th @ 7:00 pm.
Lessons For Life:
We have a speaker change in October, due to the planned speaker
being sent out of country for work. Many of you may be aware of the
recent loss of one of our Brevard County divers, Nikki Cuomo. Nikki
went missing after a dive in Jupiter. This event created an amazing
rescue effort from the dive community and some great Lessons for
Life. In October, I'd like to focus on what we can learn from this accident and reinforce sound safety skills and perhaps learn some new
tips as well. Our Lessons for Life forum will include presentations
from a few board members and a chance for general members to
share their stories and tips as well.
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Thanks to everyone who attended our September meeting and enjoyed the opportunity to be the FIRST dive club to tour the new
Health First Hyberbaric Chamber
in Brevard (Palm Bay). Dr. Ott
shared an interesting presentation
about life in an undersea community (showing that even doctors
have issues with those darn projector bulbs). Please see the link
on the web site for additional details. The meeting also included a
long distance guest, Frank from
Taiwan. Welcome! We feasted on special lobster dips and other treats, before entering the chamber. The eight person chamber includes state of the art technology and is scheduled to start accepting diving emergency patients on October 1.

DUDC Event & Activity Calendar

Event

Time

Member's Cost

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail

WPB Dive
Sandy’s Sunday

Saturday, 10/6/2007
@ 8 am

$55 + tanks

Rochelle Hood

321-506-1493
(rhood@downunderdiveclub.com)

DUDC Club
Meeting Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
10/10/2007
@ 7:00 p.m

Free

Bill Allen

Pompano Club Dive

Saturday,
10/20/2007 @ 9 am

TBA

Michael Wheat

DUDC Board Meeting

Tuesday,
Free
10/23/2007 @ 7 p.m.

Boynton Beach Dive

Saturday,
10/20/07 @ 8 am

$60 + tanks

Michael Wheat

DUDC Club
Meeting Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
11/14/2007
@ 7:00 p.m

Free

Bill Allen

DUDC Board Meeting

Tuesday,
Free
11/27/2007 @ 7 p.m.

Jupiter Club Dive

Saturday,
11/17/2007 @ 9 am

$50 pp + tanks

Michael Wheat

michael@downunderdiveclub.com

Miiami Weekend Trip

11/2/07—11/4/07

TBD

Michael Wheat

michael@downunderdiveclub.com

info@downunderdiveclub.com

michael@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact any Board Member to
Attend
michael@downunderdiveclub.com

info@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact any Board Member to
Attend

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the
scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation
period is subject to board approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.
Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)
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President’s Message – October 2007
When I originally wrote this article a few weeks ago, it was centered on the future on the club. But something
happened last weekend to a fellow diver that made us take an about face. We are changing the topic for
next month’s meeting also to help emphasis the lessons learned. Rochelle (who worked closely with the private rescue operations) is going to present a time line of the event. Dale Purchase is going to be discussing
planning and preparations things we can do BEFORE a dive trip and things we can do if something does go
wrong during a dive. We will then open the floor to questions and allow people to share their personal stories.
As most of you are probably aware, a diver was lost in Jupiter on Saturday, September 22. She was not a
member of DUDC, nor do I expect many of you to even know her (we don’t have many hunters in the club).
As of the writing of this article, we still do not know what happened to the diver. We know she was an experienced diver and known to be safe. We don’t know if something happened under water or if she made it to
the surface. My point being… it struck home with me at least that it just as easily could have BEEN ME! It
also hit home for me because the lady that was lost was also a friend of my wives.
One thing that has been VERY impressive during this ordeal has been the reaction of the diver community….
ESPECIALLY her follow hunters. I do not hunt myself, but it speaks volumes of the group and how they all
came together. When Rochelle shares the time line with you, I think you will be amazed on everything that
was done to try and rescue the diver. The Coast Guard gave up the search after one day. When that happened, the local diver community kicked into high gear with boats, planes, divers, money…. You name it…
they came through. That alone makes many of us wonder what we can do to help PLAN for future events.
Needless to say, this is something that we are going to be discussing within the community for awhile.
On a less somber note…. I have added a new dive to the calendar for the weekend of November 2-4.
Those of us that stopped in Miami on the way down to the Key’s had such a GREAT time, I think we should
make a weekend of it! The plan is to stay two nights (Friday and Saturday) in Miami. We will be doing two
dive trips w/ RJ Diving Ventures on Saturday. The morning trip will be two wrecks. One called the Sheri’lyn
and the second called the Princess Brittany. Then in the afternoon, we will do two reefs. For Sunday, we
are headed into Key Biscayne to do the Wall dive! The park DOES REQUIRE advanced certification for this
dive! I have also requested Rocky Reef as the second dive. I have always wanted to go back to the site
since I dove it so many years ago. If it is anything like I remember, it could turn out to be the best dive of the
weekend :-) If you are interested or want more details, just let me know!
See you down under!
Michael Wheat
michael@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Computers
Most of us have a dive computer and do our dives based on what it tells us. Do you know how liberal or conservitive your computer is? If you don,t you need to find out. If you have a liberal computer, it will give you more bottom time but is this a good thing? If you are 25 years old and in great
shape maybe, if your not in such great shape a more conservitive computer might be a better
choice. As we age or get a little out of shape our body does not off gas as fast as it once did so to
be safe use a more conservitive computer or head to the surface with a little bottom time left. Always take a 3-4 min. safety stop at 15 ft.
DIVE SAFE . Dale
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Perfect Conditions in the Key’s!!!!
Location: Key Largo, FL
Date: September 22-23, 2007
Charter: Conch Republic
Author: Michael Wheat
Is all I can say is WOW!!!! Did we hit the jackpot w/ the dive conditions for the weekend. You
know you are doing well when even the crew is talking about how unusually great things were. It
all started off on Friday when a few of us stopped in Miami on the way down to get a couple of extra dives in. No current, great water temps, and 100+ foot of viz on the wrecks. Little did we know
that was just too wet our appetite for what was to come that weekend!
Almost everyone came down Friday night. We spent the night at Ocean Pointe Suites. We had
our annual check in hassle, but nothing to serious. Joining the club for the weekend was Dale
Purchase, Bill Allen, Rochelle Hood, Craig Bell, Mike Stork, Bob Carmichael, Tom Butler,
Ken Daub, Bob Jensen, Marty Munnich and his wife, John Dockendorf, Bobbi, Jeri Curley,
Tom Croonquist, and myself.
After checking in w/ Conch Republic that morning, we all boarded the mighty Republic VII boat and head out to sea. For our
morning dives we planned on two nice shallow reefs. The first site the captain picked was Pillar Coral. He said this is one of
the few corals that feed during the day. It is becoming more and more rare in Florida, as it does not hold up to storms well
(much like our roofs). I have seen this in Pompono, but never knew what it was. It is actually VERY pretty to look at. There
were several huge mounds of it. You could see the small pillars dancing in the surge. It was a nice relaxing dive with a max
depth of 30 feet. Water temps were hanging around 87-88 degrees.
After a short surface interval, we headed over to a site called Conch Reef. Navigation is key on this site since there is not a
ledge line to follow. Just a winding series of patches. But I must complement the group! I
believe we all made it back to the boat without having to surface and take a peek. As the
name suggest, there were just TONS of conch’s on this site. I must have seen 40 of them.
I keep thinking… man, one of those shells would look SOOO good in my office :-) But I
was a good boy and I left them alone. While the first site was more of a relaxing dive, this
one was more “active”. A good example of that is that while I am taking some scenery pics
of the ledge, a large Eagle Ray comes zooming by me. Luckily I had my camera ready,
because I don’t know where he was going… but he was going there in a HURRY! I also
found Tom Butler trying to get up close and friendly with a small Yellow Stingray.
After a quick bite to eat at the dock, it was time to re-board the boat and head out to the
signature dive of the weekend – the Spiegel Grove. Which of course, we were going to
dive twice! Now, it is a LONG ride out to her, and the whole time we were all watching the
water just willing it to get bluer and bluer. At first, things did not look too promising. But as
we got future out to sea, the water just started getting deeper and deeper shades of blue.
The waves had picked up a bite, but still only 2-3 footers at worse. Once we moored off,
the captain came down and said guys; I think you guys are in for a spectacular dive. After
hearing that, let’s just say we did not need the 10 minute warning to get suited up and ready to jump in :-) And boy oh boy…
was he right. As soon as you hit the water you could look down and SEE THE OCEAN FLOOR!!!! Keep in mind that is 130+
feet down. Also, once you slipped beneath the surface current, you did not even need the mooring line to get down to the ship.
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(Continued from page 4)

Several of us just floated down! The picture with divers on the line is actually from the end of the dive,
but gives you an idea of the water clarity. I was at about 100 feet when I took the picture. The divers
at the top of the line are doing their 15 foot safety stop.
One the first dive, we explored from the crane to the bow. Lots of fish and swim throughs to play with.
Of course, everyone had to take a turn playing with the turrets J After a nice long surface interval, we
headed back down. We found the same conditions. This time; and I can not believe I am saying this,
we actually swam to the stern and then turned around and went all the way to the bow. THEN WENT
ALL THE WAY BACK TO THE STERN. I mean, there was no current to fight!!! Since
this wreck normally has such strong currents, I usually stay within 150 of the mooring
line. It blew my mind that we were exploring
the entire length (510 feet) of the ship on one
dive.
That evening we had a club cook out at Ocean
Pointe Suites (where we were staying). Rochelle and Craig were kind enough to do the
shopping for us that morning. At about 8pm, we fired up the grills and chowed down.
Now to be honest…. I don’t know who eat more…. us or the bugs J Let’s just say
several people were running back to the condo’s for the bug spray. Once we were all
fully dipped in “Off”, we sat down and enjoyed a nice meal. Although for next year… I say we find a nice restaurant :-) I’m still
starching the bites :-)
The following morning we headed to the front desk to check out. For those that were in there
with me while I was checking out… I have just one thing to
say… “I am Gloria Montoya, and this is my key!!!!!”. For those
who were not there… I just ask that you pray for Gloria’s husband!!!!!!!! Trust me…. He needs it ;-)
For our last two dives of the weekend, we started off with the
venerable Duane. This is always a fun wreck. On a normal
weekend, I would say the conditions were awesome… but after
the day before… I’ll say they were SO-SO. I mean we had to
suffer with a mild current a pitiful 80 foot of viz. Very substandard :-) The Duane is also a fun ship for photo ops and the
beautiful Buttercup coral that resides on her. There are also a lot of nice swim throughs on her
deck.
The second dive is my favorite shallow reef in Largo – Snapper Ledge. It is a simple shallow ledge; which is typical for the
area, but it is just COVERED with schools of…. you guessed it…. Snapper! Once you get a little north of the swim through,
the site turns a little patchy with sand channels. Out here is a great place to find nurse sharks. I counted at least 10 sightings.
Dale mentioned that he saw even more then that!
All in all… it was a WONDERFUL weekend! And I want to thank everyone who made it out.
Until Next Time – See you Down Under!
Michael Wheat
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Annual DUDC Keys Trip
Location: Key Largo, FL
Date: September 22-23, 2007
Charter: Conch Republic
Author: Tom Croonquist
Annual DUDC Keys Trip, what a good time we had.
The annual trip was September 22 and 23 this year with most of us arriving
on the 21st. Traveling with me were two dive buddies. knowing that we
would be to cramped in any of our cars with gear for three divers I decided
to rent a full size good old fashion American car. My first step was to go
online and check out prices. After doing some math and with the great rates
Budget Rent a Car has on their online rental service I figured it would actually cheaper to rent a car instead of putting all those miles on my little Sentra. Well Friday morning came around, with eager excitement I packed my
car and headed to Budget Rent a Car. I inquired how much to upgrade to
the Hummer H3 and they offered it for another $40 per day. My counter offer of an extra $20 per day was accepted and I was off. That's right in a brand new Hummer H3 and I was off to
pickup my Dive Buddies and then head to the Keys. What a nice ride,
and good company and I didn't have to do all the driving. The only thing
better was the diving we did. I anticipate this months issue will have a lot
about each individual dive so I will talk about the overall experience. It
was GREAT. If you happen to notice there is no names mentioned in this
report because what happens in The Keys stays in The Keys, right Ken...
We arrived in Key Largo at 3:30pm, stopped at Capt. Shons' for lunch,
great food and cold beer, man oh man life is good. We got into the
condo, nice as always. The master bedroom complete with a plasma TV
(bolted and locked to the wall, they must have known I was coming...).
We went out did some shopping, stowed away the groceries and headed
to Resorts Bar and Grill. Sitting there having a few cold ones we were
the welcoming committee for a few of our fellow divers as they arrived. The stay in the Bar and Grill was followed
by even more of us enjoying the Hot Tub and then we closed the evening in our unit with a little party. Sorry for
keeping some fellow members up late.
Saturday morning and we are off to Conch Republic. Our first two dives were on Conch Reef. The first at "The
Pillars" check out the picture of the coral polyps out in the middle of
the day, the second dive was on "Little Conch".
Saturday afternoon we doubled dipped "The Spiegel Grove". This
was my first big and deep wreck dive. Thanks to all my fellow divers
who made me feel comfortable, offered advice and words of wisdom. We do have a great group and there is such vast knowledge to
be obtained by the extremely experienced divers we have.
Saturday night, the club cookout. It was great, everything you need
for cookout, dogs, burgers, chips, brats, soda, snacks, misquotes
and of course beer. Thanks to the group that put this together. And
if you can imagine after the cookout a few of us headed to the hot
tub again. After all the diving of the day it was an early night for my
unit. I was the night owl staying up to 10pm. What a solid nights
sleep.
Sunday, more diving, "The Dwayne". This was my most challenging dive ever, not saying a lot being the novice I
am. On my was down the mooring line my spear regulator starting free flowing. With quick wit I switched to it
leaving my main regulator as my spear. Great idea until that started to free flow. At about 40 feet down I had to
take time to do what I could as my two regulator were both free flowing. I was able to work with both of them and
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

get them to stop free flowing and headed down the line after loosing
about 700 pounds to free flow. I finally got to the stern of the boat
where we where moored. My buddy, being a Great Buddy, was there
waiting on me. We headed to the Bow on the Port side. Taking in the
spectacular view at 105 feet. Was passed the crows nest and continued to the Bow, I went through a cabin and appeared in front of the
Super Structure of the ship, into a strong current that required us to
pull and swim along. We reached the front of the Super Structure and
with the Bow in sight I headed for it. The current, strong and cool
pushed me back as I crawled and swam to the Bow. The whole time
knowing I started this dive low
on air why I am doing something so stupid to use up more
air. I kept going, heading to the Bow, not feeling the beast of Narcosis
beating on the back of my head or the air thickening in my regulator as it
does at depth. I reached it, the Bow, my task was at end. Checking my
gauges I had plenty of air left, I did it, Stern to Bow at a max depth of 105
feet. Now at the Bow and after checking my stats and getting a few snapshots I checked around again. This time, still with plenty of air left I noticed my breathing hadn't slow down. It was just as all my experienced
friends had said. I am at 100 feet deep, winded, out of breathe and sucking air through a drinking straw. I couldn't get enough volume, was this
time for my first panic underwater, what was I to do, I needed more air, more volume. I knew I was okay but the
jungle drums were beating at the base of my skull telling me I need more air, more volume, more air, look up,
see the surface, bolt to it, there is all the air I need less than 100 feet away. I looked at my Dive Buddy, I looked
up, I looked at my gauges I looked up, should I bolt, fight current, navigate my way to the mooring line in the current. What if I missed the line? Where would I go, have far would I drift? If I bolted I still needed my safety stop.
Then I did it. Yes I did it. I did what I was trained to do, I calmed down, I
breathed slow, I caught my breathe and enjoyed my dive. It was short
due to my free flows and extra activity on the deck of the boat but I was
safe. Today was not the day I was going to panic. Today was the day
that I had waited for. The day to use my training, to be safe, to enjoy my
dive. I thank all of my fellow divers, instructors and friends who have
coached me and mentored me and watched after me, waited for me
and surfaced early so I didn't come up alone. I am a novice diver who
has great dive buddies. Thanks to all of you.
Sundays Second Dive, "Snapper Ledge Reef" known for it's schools of
fish. I continued to have equipment failures, a leaky BCD Inflator Hose, easily fixed by the quick disconnect. I
broke my camera, doesn't pay to be stupid unless I can show it. It was only the arm of the strobe and it will be an
easy fix once I get around to it. This reef was loaded with conch, a few sharks, many and many schools of fish.
Sunday lunch at Chads. One of the best sandwiches I had in
years. After lunch we were headed home. Did I mention we
were headed home in the Hummer H3?
Always dive within your own limits. To do this you must know
what your limits are. Don't push your limits unless you are with
qualified divers. Let them know your skill level and if you are
pushing the envelope so they can keep an eye on you. Again
thanks to my instructors, friends and buddies.
Remember, as always...
Work Sucks, I'm going diving.
See ya,
Tom C.
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Trip Report — September 11, 2007
Work Sucks, I'm going diving.
This has been my motto for a few years now but what happens
when you are at work but you get to go diving? We recently
had our Annual Conference in Key Largo, Florida, and imagine
that part of the time I was diving. I arrived on Tuesday Sept. 11.
I had time enough to get to Pennekamp State Park and grab
the dive boat out. Diving with the Park itself is an easy going,
no stress dive in Pennekamp. The dive shop, although small is
great. I do believe the dive boat, a 50 foot Catamaran is actually bigger than the shop itself. The boat, although having a 5
foot drop on the Giant Stride in, is one of the best and comfortable ones around. The crew is great but expect no frills on this
boat. It is reasonably priced and a great boat, very stable not is also a no frills trip.
Our first dive was Molasses Reef, a great reef. Water temp ran 88 degrees, plenty of life, including a Goliath
Grouper and many lobsters, Hog Fish and the list goes on. Viz ran
about 40 feet with a depth of 22 feet. On 80cf even an air hog like
me is guaranteed the boats max time of 60 minutes. After this dive
we headed for French Reef. Not as much life on this dive but
plenty of swim throughs. This is another great dive with viz staying
around 40 feet, water temp at 88 degrees and max depth of 26
feet my 60 minutes of down time was once again a sure thing.
While at the Annual Conference a client from St. Augustine was
talking to my two bosses about the trip and her disappointment
that the local dive shop was closed for the season. Wasting no effort in letting a opportunity get by they both (yep, I got two bosses,
I told you work
sucks...) offered my
services to our client.
Friday afternoon, instead of sitting at a business luncheon, I was off the Pennekamp
again. With our client in tow and approval to "pay for it all" we headed
to lunch at Capt. Shons' then to Pennekamp. We dove the wreck of
the Benwood. A great easy dive. The Benwood is a freighter than ran
aground on a reef in 1940 and then was striped and used for bombing
practice during WW II. It is a pretty much a flat wreck that yields some
of the most active schools of fish around. There is enough relief and
structure left to make
the dive very interesting. With a max
depth of 47 feet viz still at 40 feet and a water temp of 88 degrees it was a great dive. My dive Buddy, The Client, proved to
be an experienced and fun diver. We hit our 60 minutes of bottom time. Next dive was back to French Reef. This time we went
to "The Christmas Tree" which has a 30 foot long swim through.
Viz and temp remaining constant it was another 60 minutes of
great diving. This local offered many lobsters, although illegal to
harvest them in the park I had a great chance to hone my lobster grabbing skills and believe me I need the practice.
Okay, this is probably the only time you will hear me say this...
For one afternoon, in September of 2007, work didn't suck...
See ya,
Tom C.
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Ready for another weekend get away??? We had so much fun on our Friday stop in Miami for the key's
trip, that I decided to make a weekend out of Miami.
Like diversity in your site selection... how about some wrecks, reefs, and wall diving all in one weekend!!!!!
Here is what we have planned. We will be doing two dive trips in Miami on Saturday. The morning trip will
be two wrecks. The first is the Sheri-Lyn. She is almost 250 feet long and was sunk in 1987. Hurricane
Andrew did break here into two pieces, but she is still a GREAT wreck dive. The second dive that morning
will be the Princess Brittany. She sits in 85 feet of water and can easily be explored in one dive. I have
heard that sharks just love to hang around her!!!!
Then that afternoon we will be going back out with RJ Diving for two shallow reefs. This will give us some
nice diversity for the day. After depth on the Miami reefs is 30-40 feet.
We will then stay overnight in Miami (Friday also if you are interested).
The following morning we are headed out to the Key Biscayne for a morning two tanker. We will be doing
the famous Wall dive there and one of my all time favorite shallow reefs - Rock Reef. The wall starts at
about 55 feet and plunges to a little over a 100 feet. I fun dive with lots of large critters on her. Rocky reef
is a horse shoe reef that is in about 20 feet of water. Last time I dove this site it was like being in an
aquarium!!!
Pricing is still being worked out. But with two nights and the three dive trips, we are looking at about $249
per person.
If you are interested, let me know.
Michael
michael@downunderdiveclub.com

We had such a good time a few months ago diving w/ Splashdown Divers that we have decided to
do it again. This time we are going to dive the "Castor". Another great wreck in Boynton. She sits in
110 feet of water and sits upright. Her structure is still intact and she provides lots of swim throughs
and penetration opportunities. This wreck is also well known for having a lot of Jew Fish on her.
For the second dive, we will be doing a reef. I'm loving the reefs in this area. They have a lot of interesting structure and are always loaded with fish.
Come join us for the day as we have a great time. Price for the trip is $60 per person. If you need
tanks, you can rent them for $6 for air and $12 for Nitrox.
Slots are limited, so please let me know ASAP. If you are interested in signing up, please contact
me at michael@downunderdiveclub.com.
Michael
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east
central coast of Florida. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers,
DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to promote safe,
organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and
encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our
past dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We
organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, liveaboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers. There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to
65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the
Indian River Lagoon House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1
in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA
diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and
have some fun! If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at
info@downunderdiveclub.com

Board of Directors
President :

Michael Wheat

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Rochelle Hood

rhood@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Bob Carmichael

bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

John Dockendorf

jdockendorf@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Dale Purchase

dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:

Tom Croonquist

tjcroonquist@downunderdiveclub

Debi Buck

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

727-1028

MEMBERS AT
LARGE:
Newsletter Editor:
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