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Down Under Dive
Club
Since 1984

November’s DUDC Monthly
Meeting is Wednesday, November 14th @ 7:00
Our November guest speaker will be Marilyn Mazzoil,
dedicated researcher from the Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute. Ms. Mazzoil was part of the team responsible for bringing the Marine Mammal Stranding program to Harbor Branch. Ms. Mazzoil has been involved in
a Population Genetics Analyses of Bottle Nose Dolphins
and is a key member of the mammal rescue team. If
you’ve ever been curious about where the dollars from
Harbor Branch license plates go, this is a presentation for
you!
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Happy Holidays DUDC! At our December
meeting we’ll celebrate the holidays with a
feast and special surprises. We’ll be continuing
our exciting and always entertaining crazy gift
exchange. If you’d like to
participate, please bring a
wrapped gift with a value of
approximately $20.
This year the club will be providing all
of the food and non-alcoholic beverages. Bring your holiday spirit and
your appetite.

DUDC Event & Activity Calendar

Event

Time

Member's Cost

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail

DUDC Club
Meeting Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
11/14/2007
@ 7:00 p.m

Free

Bill Allen

Jupiter Club Dive

Saturday,
11/17/2007 @ 9 am

$50 pp + tanks

Michael Wheat

DUDC Board Meeting

Tuesday,
Free
12/12/2007 @ 7 p.m.

DUDC Club
Meeting Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
11/14/2007
@ 7:00 p.m

DUDC Board Meeting

Tuesday,
Free
12/17/2007 @ 7 p.m.

Free

info@downunderdiveclub.com

michael@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact any Board Member to
Attend

Bill Allen

info@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact any Board Member to
Attend

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the
scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation
period is subject to board approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.
Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)
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A note to DUDC members
I just want to take a minute of your time and say thank you to each and everyone of
you. Thank you for your participation in our various activities, the club picnic, ice cream
social, the Keys trip and all the other dives and events that we enjoy each year. Thank
you for sharing with us your stories of dives not all of us were able make. In short I
want to say, thank you for making this another great year for our dive club. Without
your participation we would not have the great club that we now enjoy. Thank you for
making this club the great organization that it is and for making my job the pleasure
that it is.
It was six years ago that I moved to the Melbourne area and I have been in this club
for 5 of those years. It has provided me with more than just diving adventures. It has
been an opportunity for me to improve all levels of my diving and as a result, to enjoy
each dive I make more than ever before. But more than that, I have made any number
of friends and met people who I am certain that I would not have met were it not for the
camaraderie of this group.
This is a terrific group and I look forward another great year underwater with you. And
again, thank you. It is you, the members, that make this far-and-away the best dive
club…anywhere.
Bill Allen
Membership Chairman

Partial Pressure
SAFETY . Watch your Oxygen partial pressure.
If you dive nitrox watch that Po2 . Long exposure at a pressure above 1.4 can lead to
trouble. At 1.6 you only have a max. time of 45 min. At 1.4 you have 150 min. To stay
at 1.4 0n 32% you have a max. depth of110 ft. At 36% stay above 95 ft. Stay safe and
mix for the depth you plan on diving. remember nitrox can extend your dive time, but
overdoing oxygen can lead to trouble.
DIVE SAFE . Dale
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First Annual, maybe Monthly, "Lets Play Hookey and
Go Diving", Friday Dives.
"Work sucks, I'm going Diving" has been a motto of mine for a few years now. On reflection I know realize
this was bestowed in me as a toddler by our family doctor, Dr. Keneston Jr. of Cocoa. With several large
Marlin and Sailfish and plenty of 1960 era trophy size saltwater sport fish hanging on the wall in his waiting
room, along with three 100 gallon saltwater fish tanks, he was the best doctor anyone could ever ask for. His
cure all to everything from the common cold to the flu was to spend a day at the beach. The warm saltwater
and sun would cure anything I remember him telling my parental units. Before getting a shot he'd always recommend spending a day at the beach. If he doesn't feel better stop by on the way back and I'll give him
something. Well the old theory now has validity with all the news on Saline Solution to cure everything. I digress but thanks doc and ma and pa for listening to the Dr. Keneston and to his nurse Helen.
This theory has taken me back to the ocean many times in my life, for the cure from a common cold, a broken heart, the flu and the hum drum of work. Much more, now a days, the hum drum of work. I often find myself daydreaming of a day of diving, especially when at work. When under a mountain of paper I often think
of being 90 feet down. Well it has came to a way of life.
Over the past summer I spent, an estimated, 1/2 of my Fridays diving,
the
majority of those with The Narcosis. The "Rest of the Story" is based on
my
dives on the Narcosis, with Capt. Van and his great crew, with special
"props" going to Elaine, the Dive Master.
Diving on Friday. It's great not only because I am not at work but because it is a whole different scenario on the dive boat. Much more relaxed, a lot less stress, no rushing through the dives and surface interval
for
the boat to get back to the dock for a 1pm departure for the afternoon
dives. Normally on a Friday dive the stress is only raised before we
leave the dock. The Captain and crew are relaxed, enjoying the day,
waiting for a straggler or two who called to say they are running late. The stress is self imposed, based on
the anticipation of the giant stride. The boat will normally leave the dock about 9:30 or 10, almost like being
on Island time. This means no early morning wake up calls or rushing to be at the dock at 7am. Since there
is no afternoon dives they are not rushed to get back to the docks, unloaded and loaded for departure again
at 1pm. They will cruise to almost anywhere in the local dive area, just put in your request. The dives are a
full 60 minutes from the last dive whose second fin hit on the
Giant Stride to where the want the first diver up. If you do the
math and can afford the air this means you can easily get 70
minutes of downtime. The surface interval doesn't start until
the last diver is on board, tanks back in the rack and fins off.
The boat will cruise to the next spot or if we are staying in the
area just drift or power against any swales. Whatever it takes
for the Capt. to make
sure your S.I. is not
bumpy or rocky, he
does it. Light snacks,
soda, water, hot beverages in the winter and
good company makes
the next hour a joy. We
get to talk to other diver,
trade stories of what we saw on this dive (Bill you missed another
Whale Shark) what we have done in the past and plans for the future.
BAM, before you know it, 10 minute warning, then the second Giant
Stride of the day. Back to "no gravity", life is good. You surface, get
picked up and then we are on the way back to the dock. We get there we get unloaded, we take care of the
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(Continued from page 4)

crew, slap the doctor on the back and head to The Brass Ring. We get
to
The Brass Ring and have trouble parking, thinking what the heck man,
why arte there so many cars here in the middle of an afternoon, then
BAM, back to reality. You look at the clock and see it is 4 or 5 in the
afternoon. Where did the day go? What time warp was I in? Who took
my day away? Where have I been? Then the there it is, BAM, a day
spent with no computer (except for those who report to use on our dive
profile), no phones, no deadlines, no bosses, no subordinates, no clients, no paper cuts, no??? just no!!! But a lot of YES. A heck of a lot of
YES. Yes to listening to the doctor, saltwater will cure anything... thanks doc
and ma and pa for listening to the Dr. Keneston and to his nurse Helen.
Okay, where did I go with this? This is a Friday of diving. You know it, I do, we
all know it... lets just admit together and start the healing process, the road to
recovery, it is what we know but are sometimes just scared to say it much less
do it. Breathe deep, smell the salt, no matter where you are, close your eyes,
think it, sense it, smell it, feel it, know it... say it... do it... "Work Sucks, I'm going diving".
Now for details of our first ever "Lets Play Hookey and Go Diving", Friday
Dives.
October 26th, arrival at the docks 9am.
Me and 10 good friends, as from as far
away as NYC, played hookey. Joining
me for this inaugural event was club members, John, Dale, Bob, Deveney, Jeri, Dianne and Joe along with club guest and potential new
members , Sandy, Laurie and Chris.
Both dives ran 84 degrees for a bottom temp and I estimated the viz at
70 feet, slight current.
Our first dive "Paul's Reef". For those of you who have been there that
is enough said. For those who haven't been there you got to go. Good
relief, plenty and plenty of life.
Our Second Dive, a new total favorite of mine "Casino Reef".
This was my first dive on the reef. Great contour and cracks
and out crops. Plenty of color and plenty of life, three Flamingo
Tongues seen on the same piece of coral and Elaine even
caught a Slipper Lobster.
A great day of diving. The only three things that have even
could have made this day of diving even better would be calm
seas, good friends and
cold drinks after the
dive. Wait a minute, we
had
all three of those, it
couldn't have gotten
any
better... : )
FYI, I had the great fortunate to do 6 other dives in October. Thanks
to
all my Dive Buddies and Boat Captains and crews for the other
dives.

Remember, as always...
Work Suck, I'm going diving.
See ya,
Tom C.
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Lessons for Life — TIPS
Thanks to the many members who shared stories and tips during our “Lessons for
Life” safety discussion at our October meeting. I’ve captured some of the tips below
and hope all members will Dive Safe, Dive Often.
Safety Tips:
1 Allows carry 2 signaling devices. Devices include a whistle, safety sausage,
mirror, blank CD or sub/sea alert.
2 Carry a light, even during daylight. Florida weather often demonstrates you
never know when a thunderstorm will get stirred up while you’re down below.
Also, a light can signal a boat; shine it on the mirror during the day or in the air
if you get separated and dark sets in.
2 Evaluate safety needs when changing equipment. Consider “lift” options when
you change from aluminum to steel tanks. One option, get a signaling device
that doubles as a lift bag.
3 Use an old dive flashlight as a case for flares.
4 Know your insurance coverage before an accident occurs. Renew your DAN
membership and/or check with your Health Care provider to see if emergency
evacuation and hyperbaric medicine are included.
5 While on the boat, test your inflator hose with two quick puffs. You’ll be able to
discover a problem before you’re at depth.
6 Plan your dive. Tell buddies on the boat your estimated dive time, based on
your individual air consumption, mix and tank size.
7 Carry redundant timing, air pressure and depth gauges.
8 Drift diving can increase the chance of separation…from a boat or your buddy.
Think through what you’d do if you get separated, before you enter the water.
R. Hood
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11/17/07 Diver Flea Market
Got Gear? Need more? Need less?
On Saturday, November 17th, the SeaDragons Dive Shop in Rockledge will be hosting a SCUBA
flea market in the parking lot of their main store. I’ve already reserved table space and will have
SCUBA gear, underwater photography equipment and underwater pictures for sale. This type of
event happens infrequently, so it should be interesting to see/buy the bargains offered. If you are:
- Looking for gear – Come early, the event is from 8AM to 7PM (store hours)
- Looking to sell gear – Come early, as most buyers show up early
- Only have a few items to sell – Bring them to the November 14th DUDC meeting with price stickers and a list, to add them to my table or come early on the 17th with them
- Have lots of items to sell – call SeaDragons to see if table space is still available
Call 321-431-0430 or E-mail jdockendorf@downunderdiveclub.com if bringing items to sell. See
you there.
John Dockendorf
To contact for table space (5.00 minimum donations to the turtle fund) or locate the dive shop:
SeaDragons Dive Shop
265 Barnes Blvd.
Rockledge, FL 32955
321-639-9233
www.seadragonsdiveshop.com
Oh, did I mention the store is also having a big sale inside at the same time?

12/1/07 -> 12/2/07 Florida Dive Show
Missed DEMA this year or maybe have never been? Most divers never have a chance to spend
days drooling over the latest and greatest dive gear, go to manufacturers training on the latest
regulators, or see all the zillion dive destination sales people in one place. For the rest of us,
there are local consumer events such as the Florida Dive Show www.floridadiveshow.com ,
happening in Ft Lauderdale on December 1st and 2nd this year. Some of the highlights are:
 Underwater photography training by Cathy Church, from Grand Cayman (Excellent! I took it at
last year’s event in West Palm)
- Equipment, travel, underwater photography and other equipment exhibits
- Seminars on shipwrecks, dive sites, dive trips, dive careers, etc.
- Stan Waterman – One of the best. Enough said.
 Re-Breathe Summit 07 – You could do this for 2 days alone
Lots more details are on the website. Admission is 10.00; however dive shops may have 50% off
coupons available
Several of us are heading down on Saturday 12/1/07, if you are looking for a ride or just to connect at the show, let me know. Call 321-431-0430 or E-mail jdockendorf@downunderdiveclub.
com
BTW, DEMA was great this year!
John Dockendorf
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east
central coast of Florida. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers,
DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to promote safe,
organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and
encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our
past dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We
organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, liveaboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers. There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to
65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the
Indian River Lagoon House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1
in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA
diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and
have some fun! If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at
info@downunderdiveclub.com

Board of Directors
President :

Michael Wheat

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Rochelle Hood

rhood@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Bob Carmichael

bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

John Dockendorf

jdockendorf@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Dale Purchase

dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:

Tom Croonquist

tjcroonquist@downunderdiveclub

Debi Buck

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

727-1028

MEMBERS AT
LARGE:
Newsletter Editor:
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