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is Wednesday, March 12th @ 7:00 pm.

Dive, Dive, Dive
The dive season has begun and there is a lot of gossip and bragging to start off the
new year of diving. Many of us have been diving through the frigid winter (7 mm wetsuit time for me) and we’re anxious to show off our photos and tell tall tales. There
are tales of woe (lost passports) and tales of glee (octopi fighting over a meal).
We, of course, have the 50/50 which is down to a handful of cards. You don’t want to
miss the chance to win $307.50. There will be a scuba games to test your scuba
skills. And of course, there will be the pleasure of your fellow divers’ company—not
to mention the food and beverages. (As you know, diver’s travel on their stomachs!!)
Future dives will be discussed, including preliminary “feelers” for our annual trek to
the Spiegel Grove. We would love to have your feed back on dive trips you would like
us to research and plan. We would love to help you plan and run a dive through the
club.
Last, but certainly not least, our annual elections will be held at our March meeting.
Please come by and show your support for those who have chosen to carry the
torch.

March Meeting

1

Thank You—DAN

1

Safety Article—Back in
the Water

1

President Message

2

Tom’s Dive Blogs

3, 6-9

Calendar

4

Note from Membership

4

Kindness of Strangers

5

About the Club

8

Board of Directors

8

—Jeri L. Curley

DIVERS ALERT NETWORK - THANK
YOU:
Thank you to Wendy Berry, DAN’s new Florida Representative who shared information on the history and benefits of
your DAN insurance. Thanks especially for the prizes
awarded to our knowledgeable members. The competition
was fierce but the prizes went to the quickest.

DUDC Officer Nominations
President: Rochelle Hood
Vice President: John Dockendorf
Treasurer: Bob Carmichael
Secretary/ Newsletter Editor: Jeri Curley
Dive Coordinator: Tom Croonquist
Safety Officer: Dale Purchase
Membership: Bill Allen

Safety. Several Florida divers take some time off as the water gets colder.
If you are one of these people then it’s time to get ready to dive again. Start
out with an easy dive, check out all your gear, if it needs service get it done
now and not the day you want to dive. Make sure your regulator doesn’t
have a cracked hose or a worn mouthpiece. Check the B.C. for leaks and
your fins for worn straps. When you are done with all that check out YOUR
condition and keep that in mind when you plan that first dive. DIVE SAFE!

Dale Purchase
Safety Officer
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

President’s Message – March 2008
Thank you to Wendy and Ken Berry from DAN for the GREAT presentation last month. We had a
good turn out and everyone enjoyed the presentation and the trivia contest.
March is our election night for the club. At our February meeting, the following people were nominated for
board positions:
•

President: Rochelle Hood

•

Vice President: John Dockendorf

•

Membership: Bill Allen

•

Treasurer: Bob Carmichael

•

Safety: Dale Purchase

•

Dive Coordinator: Tom Croonquist

•

Secretary: Jeri Curley

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

We will be formally electing them into office at the beginning of the meeting! Thank you to everyone
who stood up and volunteered to serve.
After a series of weekend blow outs in January, February has been GREAT for diving. Water temps
have been hovering around 73 degree’s, but visibility has been good. On average, I have been getting 60 plus feet on the deeper ledges. We only have about another 6-8 weeks before the water
slowly starts to warm up and the boats start to get more crowded. So head out and blow some bubbles.
We don’t have any dives on the club calendar yet. So if you have
ever thought about running a dive trip for the club, now would be a
good time to do it. It is a great way to get to know people and get a
free dive out of the process. You just have to have a minimum of 6
people on the trip. I will still run a few dive trips this year, but will
be concentrating on extended weekend getaways (i.e., annual
Key’s weekend in September). Speaking of which…. I am already
working on trying to regroup the Miami weekend for either April or
May.

See you down under!
Michael Wheat
michael@downunderdiveclub.com
Photo by Debi Buck

Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart; as working for the Lord, not men.
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TOMS’ DIVE BLOG
Diving in February, how much better does get? Hi everyone, this report will end being
more of a straight forward “nuts and bolts” blog than what I normally write with the
exception of the first story of Crystal River. I had actually had the opportunity to write
this one before I got slammed at work and before going to Roatan. Did I say Roatan,
yep. What a week that was… look for the two related articles on the trip in the Newsletter.
I hope you enjoy, and as always remember…Work sucks, I’m going diving. See ya,

Tom Croonquist
Dive Coordinator

Photo by Tom Croonquist

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

When: Jan. 26, 2008
Where: Crystal River
What: Spring Diving and Manatee Snorkeling
Charter: Capt. Mikes Pontoon Tours rented from Crystal River Lodge
Who: Jeri and Mike Walsh
Weather Conditions: Cloudy, windy, cold with air temp of 68 degrees
Seas: 1 foot on the river
Viz: King Spring 4 feet in the river, up to 10 feet in the spring
Three Sisters Spring 100 feet
Water Temp: 67 degrees

Scenario: On a cool, rainy Saturday morning we headed out of my house on the trek to Crystal River. It was a fairly
quick drive only about 2 hours from Cocoa. We made a pit stop on The Florida Turnpike, well North of Orlando. I
knew I was in trouble with the cold Arctic Blast being pumped down from Georgia and me with no long pants or
jacket. After another 45 minutes or so we made it to the Crystal River Lodge, where, after watching a 6 minute instructional video we were ready to rent a boat and head out. With Capt. Mike Walsh at the helm and his trusty First
Mate Jeri, aka First Mate Jeri “ARRRRRRRR,” we took off under full power, with a top speed of maybe 6 knots.
With the First Mate Navigating with the Nautical Charts we made it to
Photo by Tom Croonquist
our first site “King Spring”. The First Mate opted to stay on the boat
and guard against any Pirates that might come along. I dove in with
Capt. Mike, leaving my compass behind, knowing the water to be
Crystal Clear. With the guidance of Capt. Mike we descended and
headed out. The viz was a solid 48 inches with a depth of 5 feet. After
a few minutes of non-underwater navigation I popped my head up to
take a bearing on the Spring Head. I found myself in the “No Entry”
area of the Manatee Refuge, just as the Fish and Wildlife Officer was
passing by in his boat. After being summoned to the side of his boat
and narrowly escaping a very expensive ticket, I was back off to join
Capt. Mike. We found the Spring Head and he made it all the way
down to the cavern. I stayed shallow navigating in the water that luckily opened up to 8 foot viz. At the max depth I
hit of 27 feet, the viz jumped up to maybe 10 feet. We finished our dive and headed to “Three Sisters” Spring to
snorkel with the Manatees (no diving with the Manatees only snorkeling allowed). In Crystal River you are allowed
to touch and play with the gentle giants just no riding or harassing these huge mammals. We found the viz pushing
100 feet with, I would have to say, an easy 30 maybe 40 Manatees hanging out. At this site we were joined by First
Mate Jeri “ARRRRRRRR”. This site, with a depth of maybe 8 feet in the channel and average depth of 4 feet was
great. We stayed and swam and played with the marvelous giants until we were chilled to the bone. After returning
the boat we found a great Cuba Restaurant next to the Crystal River Lodge. Our Brass Ring away from home.
This was a great adventure and I recommend it to any and every diver, snorkeler or someone just looking for a great
way to spend the day.
(Dive Blogs continue on page 6)
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DUDC Event & Activity Calendar
Event

Time

Member's Cost

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail

DUDC Club

Wednesday,

Meeting Indian River Lagoon House

3/12/08 @ 7:00 p.m.

DUDC Board Meeting

Tuesday, 3/25/2008
@ 7 p.m.

** we meet at El Chico

Free

Bill Allen

Free

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact any Board Member to
Attend

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the
scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation
period is subject to board approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.
Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)

It's Time to Pay Dues
Our club dues are now PAST DUE. That's right. Dues are payable
by March 1 of each year. The dues are a necessary and vital part
of the funds that allow the club to continue operating. They pay for
the meeting facility that we rent each month. They help cover the
cost of refreshments, pay for the annual club picnic and, my perPhoto by Jeri L. Curley
sonal favorite, the annual ice-cream social. I implore all of you
have not yet paid to do so not run the risk of a lapsed membership where you won't be able to
vote. Especially important because you may want me out of office.
Just as a reminder, the dues are only $25/year single membership and $35/year for a family
membership. If you want a printed newsletter there is a $5 fee for printing, shipping. It's really a
bargain when you stop and think about it. You get a lot for a that small annual amount.
One last item. Some have still not filled out a new membership form and liability release. We
also need those. I have plenty of forms for you and they are also available at the club web site,
downunderdiveclub.com . If you aren’t sure if yours is on file see me at the meeting or give me
a call at home. I have been working hard to get all of these things into the computer and current
and think that I will be able to answer your questions.
I am looking forward to another great of diving with our club and it's members.

Bill Allen
Membership Chairman
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I Have Always Relied
on the Kindness of Strangers
By Jeri L. Curley
Having been raised in a small town in Virginia, I have always been amazed at the cavalier manner with which many
people treat those around them. Courtesy and respect seem to have become optional for many people. Kindness has
become a weakness. Still, I look for the best in people. My latest venture into international diving has proven to me
once again that divers as a whole are kind and generous.
I was already nervous about the trip—a stranger in a strange land. I
gleaned as much information from the resort website that I could. I packed
my bags expecting 78 to 80 degree water. After the first dive, my uncontrollable shivering told me that maybe it wasn’t 78 to 80 degrees. My gauge
said 74. I want to thank Jacqui Eisenberg, Beverly Mahn, Sandra Green
and Chris Peskar for loaning me their spare wet suits. We joked around
that by the end of the week I’d look like that little boy in “The Christmas
Story” whose mom dressed him for school in multiple layers and his arms
ended up sticking straight out. We all know that I would have dove anyway,
but their kindness made the diving comfortable and I am grateful.
On another occasion, we were prepping for our usual morning shore dive
and Chris found that her air integrated (AI) computer was leaking. She ran
to the dive shop to see if they could help. Fantasy Island dive shop couldn’t fix the problem. One of our new dive buddies, Bill Mahn, had brought a spare AI hose and we tried it. The leak was
not as great but there was still a leak. The next alternative was Coco View
dive shop. Our dive master, Roberto, who was also the head honcho for the
Fantasy Island dive shop, told Chris that it would cost about $30 US dollars.
Chris told him that she had the money in her room. He opened his wallet
and handed her the money. Then he had her ferried over to the dive shop in
the skiff. Words cannot express our gratitude for this service that was clearly
above and beyond.
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Toward the end of the week, the stress of the cold water and other debacles
caught up to me. I had a reverse block on a dive. That was an experience I
definitely didn’t want to repeat. My ears didn’t equalize on the way up and I
experienced vertigo. My sinuses had become congested and the cold medicine I brought quickly evaporated. The pharmacy of Tom Croonquist and
Chris opened for business. Between the two, I was able to continue diving
safely and comfortably.
These kind and generous souls made my dives more comfortable and enjoyable. I am truly grateful to have met and dove with such wonderful people.

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Brrr!! It’s
Cold!!!!

Photo by Jeri L. Curley
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(Dive Blogs continued from page 3)
When: February 2, 2008
Where: West Palm
What: Inaugural voyage of Capt. Dave and Crew from Rivera Beach Marina
Charter: The Little Deeper
Who: Jeri, Frank, Dave S., Rick (The Lobster King) H., Chris P., Marvin, Joe H.,
Mike Walsh and Dave and Julene Irwin (sorry if I left anyway out)
Weather Conditions: Sunny and Warm
Seas: Flat
Viz: 40 feet
Water Temp: 76 degrees
Scenario: Two dives, “Tear Drop Reef” and “The Flower Garden.” Followed by a
great lunch at the Tiki bar right there at the Rivera Beach Marina.

Photo by Tom Croonquist

This was the Inaugural voyage of the Little Deeper from it’s new home port of Riviera Marina. We pulled together 11 divers to
wish Capt. Dave and his crew the best of luck. The Capt. and boat were great; the crew needs a little work. I think I’ll get a punch
for that comment seeing how the crew is our very own Debi Buck, who actually did a great job crewing.
“Tear Drop”, on first drop didn’t seem that interesting but after a few minutes it came to life. Lobsters were caught, giant Loggerheads and Lemon Sharks were seen and much more life. This was my first dive here and I will enjoy going back.
“The Flower Garden”, always a good dive, especially with the weather we had on this day.
After lunch at the Tiki bar several of us were off for an afternoon dive at Blue Heron.
*****************************************
When: February 2, 2008
Where: Blue Heron Bridge
What: Third dive of the day
Charter: Shore Dive
Who: Jeri and Debi
Weather Conditions: Sunny and warm
Seas: 4 to 6 inches
Viz: 50 feet
Water Temp: 76 degrees
Scenario: This was the third dive of the day, then back to the Tiki bar at the Marina for
nourishment.
Photo by Tom Croonquist

Blue Heron is almost always a fantastic dive and today was no exception. Great viz,
flat seas, warm waters and a relaxing dive.

*****************************************
When: February 9, 2008
Where: West Palm
What: Spreading the Love Dive Tour of February 2008
Charter: Narcosis
Who: Jeri, Chris and Sandy
Weather Conditions: Sunny and warm – AGAIN, wow diving in February
Seas: Flat – AGAIN, wow diving in February
Viz: 50 feet
Water Temp: 76 degrees
Scenario: Two dives, “The Meadows” and “Split Reef”.

Photo by Tom Croonquist

After being spotted last week by Capt. Van and his crew boarding the Little Deeper we decided to spread our love of diving and
boarded the Narcosis for another day of diving, in February… gotta spread that love man.
“The Meadows”, a sparse and flat reef that yielded lobsters and a Giant Loggerhead. All in all, a good dive.
“Split Reef” was a great dive. I was hanging out taking pictures of a Flamingo Tongue when a Hawksbill came swimming up. Fair
size and he knew we were there to spread the love. He was in no rush to take the elevator up or down and actually let me calmly
swim along side for a few minutes.
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(Continued from page 6)

Now here is a real cool thing about the day. Between dives, we ran across a Loggerhead on the surface eating lunch. There he was
munching away on a Portuguese Man-of-war right on the surface. A diver on the boat was able to suit up and swim out and get
some up close pictures of this rare sight.
*****************************************
When: February 17, 2008
Where: Jupiter
What: Deveney’s Birthday Dive
Charter: Emerald
Who: Deveney (of course it was her Birthday dive), Jeri, Sandy, Chris and a boat load of
other friends of Deveney’s.
Weather Conditions: Overcast and cold
Seas: 4 to 5 feet with a 5 and 6 footer coming through on a about 8 second interval
Viz: A surprising 60 feet
Water Temp: 74 degrees
Scenario: A three tanker, diving with Randy. Enough said there if you have ever dove
with Randy. If you haven’t then I suggest that you do. To dive on this boat you need to be
Advanced Open Water and Nitrox Certified and I suggest experienced. This boat is not for
the beginner diver.
Photo by Tom Croonquist

Three Tanks, all by the numbers and no names. Plenty of bugs snagged and a good time
had by all with the famous Gourmet Box Lunch. After our adventures, we all joined back together at the Crab House in celebration
of Deveney’s Birthday.

CONGRATS:

JERI MADE HER

500TH

DIVE

Please help me on congratulating Jeri (aka: First Mate Jeri
“ARRRRRRRR”) on making her 500th dive.
She did this on her recent trip to Roatan while staying at the “Fantasy
Island Resort”. Can it get any better making such a milestone in such
Photo by Tom Croonquist
a location? Well it does, she made this feat on February 29th, Leap
Year. A day that only comes around every four years.
This special event took place as a Twilight Dive on Newman’s Wall, after rolling off the dive shops skiff with 8 good
friends.
This accomplishment was followed by a great dinner, whine,
wine, beers and a little known beverage called Tequila (aka:
“To-kill-you”) and walking across the pylons in the pool, or
maybe we should say attempting to walk across the pylons…
Congrats to Jeri and have it be known she has already started
working towards her 1000th dive. She’ll be in good company
with fine divers of the sort of Mr. Bob Jensen and Dale Purchase.
And as always remember…Work sucks, I’m going diving.
See ya,

Tom Croonquist
Dive Coordinator
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Diving in Roatan
Well after years of wanting to make the trek to Roatan (a Honduras Island) know for its’ reefs, swim throughs, chimneys, caverns, ledges and,
oh, did I mention WALLS. And man, oh man, do I mean WALLS. I
finally made it and now I know why this is rated one of the top dive destinations in the Caribbean, if not the world.
We were on an 8 day – 7 night adventure. I was joined by Chris P., Deveney and Jeri along with 14 new friends from South Florida. We flew
Taca out of Miami and it was a great flight there and back. We stayed at
the “Fantasy Island Resort” on the South side of the island. A great resort, very much catering the “American Taste” although a few policies
seemed a little distant for a dive resort. Just always remember, we are a
guest in a Foreign Nation and we may not understand the reason for rules
or polices but that is no reason to become “The Ugly American”. Spread
the love of our sport and good karma to all.

Photo by Tom Croonquist

After our orientation on Monday morning (we arrived Sunday late afternoon), the pool was open. Three boat dives a
day with unlimited shore diving. Several of us would start each day off at 6:30am on “The House Reef” which wasn’t
actually a reef at all, much better. After a giant stride or back roll off the Gazebo there was a 6 minute swim to the
sunken airplane (it may have crashed by the way it is broken apart), followed by a 30 second swim to the 120 foot
sunken freighter. Once on the freighter you could take a literal 45 to 60 second trek to the either the left or right and
bump into a wall. If you went right we had Newman’s Wall, to the left was the Coco View Wall. We started and
ended the day, almost every single day, doing a 60 minute plus dive here to depths up to 90 feet on the walls. In the
afternoons the swim from the Gazebo wasn’t so bad seeing how the dive shop would run you out in their skiff to
Newman’s Wall for a “roll off”.
The Boat Diving was great. The average dive would have you stepping off
the boat onto a reef 20 to 30 feet deep. After getting the group together we
then headed to the WALL. A vertical drop to depths between 120 feet and
500 feet. It was swimming into “The Big Blue” as the Dive Master Roberto
called it. It was great.
Most dives ran 100 foot plus of viz. The ocean was fairly cold, average
temp of 75 degrees, I would say. I even slid into my wetsuit for a few days.
Seas started off fairly rough, 5 to 6 feet seas with an 8 to 12 second intervals and then got flat by the end of the second day, then kicked back up
later in the week.
The faculties where fine. It seemed to me that the hotel style rooms were
not designed with Divers in mind but we made the best of it. The food at
the resort, which was a buffet style breakfast, lunch and dinner, was pretty
good. The coffee was THE BEST. Available 24 / 7, it was worth the trip for
that alone, okay maybe not but it was pretty good.
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

I spent all of my time on the resort diving, except for the Saturday afternoon of “no diving” before the Sunday flight. Chris had arranged for us to rent a Suzuki Jimmy and four of us headed
out. The parking of the Suzuki was super easy; all you had to do once I squeezed out of it was put into my pocket and
carry it with me. We explored the Island, from Punta Gorda to The West End.
This was a good trip and a special event to one of our club’s finest. Something having to do with 500 Dives. And as
always remember…Work sucks, I’m going diving. See ya,

Tom Croonquist
Dive Coordinator
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Visions of Roatan
The airplane is an eerie sight in the murky water of
the channel. On our fist venture to the double
wrecks we found that tidal fluctuations definitely
enhance the aerobic nature of the swim back.

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

On top of the Prince Albert we found a virtual underwater
garden— full of life. We found trumpet fish and hamlets
mating, very shy angelfish, grouper that would provide dinner for four.

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

On our boat, night dive, we requested that Roberto
find us an Octopus. He came through with not only
one but two that proceeded to fight over hunting territory. Tiny orange Teardrop Crabs were everywhere. We spent a few minutes feeding blood
worms to the coral, amazed that in a poof they were
gone.
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Brittlestars abound throughout the photic zone of the
walls. Very shy seahorses could be found on occasion
and apparently did not like their photos taken. The
eels in Roatan are shy. They stayed hidden unless
coaxed out of their holes.
The damsel fish were more aggressive. My dome and
strobe were attacked by damsel fish on every dive. A
couple even bit the tip of my gloved finger.
Diving is Life. Everything else is just a surface interval!
See you in the Deep Blue!
Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Jeri L. Curley
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east
central coast of Florida. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers,
DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to promote safe,
organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone,
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community.
Our past dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire.
We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, liveaboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers. There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to
65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the
Indian River Lagoon House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1
in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA
diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and

Board of Directors
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President :

Michael Wheat

Michael@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Rochelle Hood

rhood@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Bob Carmichael

bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

John Dockendorf

jdockendorf@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Dale Purchase

dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:

Tom Croonquist

tjcroonquist@downunderdiveclub.com
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