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Down Under Dive
Club
Since 1984

August’s DUDC Monthly Meeting is
Wednesday, August 8th @ 7:00 p.m.
Are you curious about the difference between a wrasse
and a tang? Do you enjoy taking photos, but struggle
when friends ask, “What is the name of that fish?” Our
August program will include a presentation on fish identification from Mike Phelan. Mike is a member of the Martin
and Palm Beach County dive teams associated with the
Florida Oceanographic Society. He is an active fish surveyor with the REEF organization’s Advanced Assessment
Team. Mike has been a vital part of the promotion and
execution of the GAFC (Great Annual Fish Count), an annual fish census. We’ll even have a fun game to test your
skills after the presentation. Bring your slates, we’ll pro-
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Our monthly meetings are held every
month on the 2nd
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month at 7:00 pm at
the
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3275 Dixie HWY. NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905

DUDC Event & Activity Calendar

Event

Time

Member's Cost

Coordinator
Phone # / E-mail

DUDC Club
Meeting Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
8/8/2007
@ 7:00 p.m

Free

Bill Allen

Boynton Beach Wreck Dive

Saturday,
8/18/2007 @ 9 am

$60 pp + tanks

Michael Wheat

DUDC Board Meeting

Tuesday, 8/28/2007
@ 7 p.m.

Free

DUDC Club
Meeting Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
9/12/2007
@ 7:00 p.m

Free

Bill Allen

DUDC Annual Keys Trip

Septe 22-23

TBA

Michael Wheat

DUDC Board Meeting

Tuesday, 9/25/2007
@ 7 p.m.

Free

DUDC Club
Meeting Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
10/10/2007
@ 7:00 p.m

Free

Bill Allen

Pompano Club Dive

Saturday,
10/202007 @ 9 am

TBA

Michael Wheat

DUDC Board Meeting

Tuesday,
Free
10/23/2007 @ 7 p.m.

DUDC Club
Meeting Indian River Lagoon House

Wednesday,
11/14/2007
@ 7:00 p.m

Free

Bill Allen

Jupiter Club Dive

Saturday,
11/17/2007 @ 9 am

$50 pp + tanks

Michael Wheat

DUDC Board Meeting

Tuesday,
Free
11/27/2007 @ 7 p.m.

info@downunderdiveclub.com

michael@downunderdiveclub.com
Contact any Board Member to
Attend

info@downunderdiveclub.com

michael@downunderdiveclub.com
Contact any Board Member to
Attend
info@downunderdiveclub.com

michael@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact any Board Member to
Attend
info@downunderdiveclub.com

michael@downunderdiveclub.com

Contact any Board Member to
Attend

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives: Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of the
scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers. Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation
period is subject to board approval. All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.
Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.
ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)
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President’s Message – August 2007
Last month was our annual Ice Cream Social and we had an AWESOME turn out with over 40 people in attendance! By the end of
the night we were scraping the last bit of ice cream out of the buckets. Never let it be said that divers don’t know how to enjoy their
sweets :-) We all had a good time and even got 5 new dive buddies (members) during the meeting. The club has been in a real
growth spurt lately and that is a result of the wonderful people that we have in the club. So thanks go out to everyone for making
visitors and guests feel welcome. I also want to thank Rochelle for coordinating the event and making sure everything was in place
before she left on her business trip. I felt bad that she put in so much work and didn’t even get to have a sundae! But don’t worry…
I ate one for you :-)
Rochelle has put together a REAL treat for us over the next two months. We have two very exciting speakers coming up in August
and September. Our August speaker is Mike Phelan from the Florida Oceanographic Society. He will be presenting an overview of
Fish Identification. We are even going to have some fun by breaking into teams and seeing who can identify the most fish.
Then for September, we will have Dr. Ott presenting on his new Hyperbaric Chamber in Melbourne. And YES, it will serve divers
when needed. This is a HUGE blessing to divers in the area. Especially since the chamber in West Palm Beach has stopped treating divers. Hopefully none of us will ever need his services, but it is VERY comforting to know that there are treatment options available locally. Please note that for our September meeting, we will be having a change of meeting locations as it will be AT THE
CHAMBER. A couple of lucky people may even get to log a dive that night!!! Stay tuned for more info!
The club also just got back from our annual dive vacation. This year we headed back to Bonaire. I said last year that the diving in
Bonaire was incredible and could not be topped as far as conditions. WRONG!!!! Bonaire was even BETTER this year. Almost
every dive had visibility of 100+ feet. It was so clear on some dives that you felt like you were looking through glass – NOT WATER.
It was crystal clear. There are several articles in this issue of the newsletter about the trip for your enjoyment.
At last month’s meeting I announced next year’s dive vacation – Little Cayman. I’ve been wanting to do this trip for several years,
but there have never been any good deals to be had. There year I found a great deal and jumped on it. I guess a lot of people have
wanted to do this trip as we sold out ALL 16 slots during the Ice Cream Social. A waiting list is already forming. So if you are interested – don’t give up hope. I’m sure there will be openings as we gear up for next summer. If I can, I will always add rooms, although the resort is booked out right now.
Also, we have had SO much fun in Bonaire the last two years that I think we should go back again. Since we are doing Little Cayman in June (21 to the 28th), I thought we would try and put together another trip in the September to November time frame. I have
not isolated the exact dates yet, but am leaning towards October or November. Debi dove there in November last year and had
nothing but great things to say. Plus we will be at the end of Hurricane season then. So keep your ears open, I should be announcing that trip in the next month or two.
I hope to see everyone on the 8th of August! Brush up on those Fish ID skills!!!!

See you down under!
Michael Wheat
michael@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Tip
On your second or third dive of the day watch your bottom time. If your dives are in the 70 ft + range
you can get into decompression fairly early on that second dive. It is generly better to leave the bottom with 3 or 4 min. left before deco. is required. Always take a 2-4 min. safety stop at 10-15ft. even
if your computer doesn't tell you to. Drink plenty of water between dives and stay safe.
Dale
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Bonaire 2007
On Friday, 10 members of DUDC drove to Miami and headed to
Bonaire. The trip down went well, and everyone made it. Saturday
morning we all did our mandatory briefing and check-out dive. In the
afternoon, we did a one tank boat dive at Klein Bonaire, an island just
off the coast. We had our own dive boat for nine dives. On this dive, we
saw turtles and a pair of frog fish. The water was a warm 83 degrees
and stayed that way on all but one dive when it dropped to 79 degrees.
Some of the group did a third dive that day, and some did a night dive.
On the night dive, we saw a very large green morey and seven spotted
eels.
Sunday we did two morning boat dives, the first at Carl's Hill and the
second at Mi dush, both on Klein, Bonaire. Both are very good sites
with walls and lots of small fish and turtles. After lunch we went on two
shore dives. Each hotel unit had two pick-up trucks, and we picked up
our tanks on the way out at the
drive-through fill station. Most of
the groups went to Alice-inWonderland and then to Wind Sock. Alice has great marine
life but has a little harder entry over the coral. At Windsock
we saw a couple of sea horses and a golden eel.
On the 25th we started with a shore dive on the Wreck of
the Hilma Hooker, a large freighter laying on its side in 110
ft. of water just over the edge of the reef. After the Hooker, we
went back to Buddy's for lunch and then two boat dives, Small
Wall and Knife. At Knife we ran into more sea horses, a free swimming yellow one and a red one,
also a yellow frog fish.
Michael received a call from home and had to leave the group and head home. We all missed him
but went on with our dives.
On the 26th we dove Country Garden and 1000 Steps from the
boat. 1000 Steps is a lot easier to do from the boat than doing
the long climb back to the top as a shore dive. After lunch, people split up and did different shore dives or went sight-seeing
around town. Rick, Bob, Ken, and I went to a dive site called, the
Lake, and then Rick, Bob, and I went on the Dive Bachelors
Beach. Again, we saw a lot of interesting marine life, including
sharptail and chain eels. That night Tom, Russel, Katelyn, and I
did a night dive on Buddy's House Reef. This was Katelyns first
night dive. We were greeted by Charlie, the tarpon, and his
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friends. They stayed with us the entire dive. If you run your light beam right under you, Charlie will
follow it, and you can run your hand down his side.
The next morning some of us dove Oil Slick on the north shore. You do a giant stride from about 8
feet to the water and use a ladder to get out. Very good site with several eels. In the afternoon we
did a two-tank boat dive, the first at Kalli's Reef also known as Sea Horses Heaven, and there were
about six sea horses in several colors, also more frog fish. We then moved to Something Special
Reef just at the edge of town. This was our last boat dive, but we did see several squid and a nice
crab. Rick, Tom, and I finished with a night dive while the rest of the group went into town for a meal
at the fanciest restaurant they could find.
The last day some of the people went into town while a few
of us did two more shore dives. At Tori’s Reef we saw a very
friendly turtle who just kept eating while we photographed
and petted it. Then several of us went into town to buy tshirts and gifts and went to bed early. We all had a great trip
except for the 4:30 wake-up call to go to the airport.
D. Purchase

Congratulations to Bob Jensen for making his 1000th dive. During our recent trip to Bonaire,
Bob (watch out for Capt. Don) Jensen made his 1000th dive. Let me tell you he made the
right choice in choosing the site, or were the dive gods with him and choose the right site for
him? Bob made this significant feat at "One Thousand Steps" in the pristine waters of Bonaire. I tried several times to contact Bob to get a little information about him and his past
dives. All attempts to reach Bob by phone failed, maybe he thought I was Capt. Don calling?
I do know by talking with Bob he has had the adventures of diving worldwide including the
Truk Islands in the Pacific. Bob, we wish another 1000 great dives and we'll let you know if
we see Capt. Don looking for you.

T. Croonquist
PAGE 5
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Great day of diving in Jupiter, FL
Location: Jupiter, FL
Date: July 21, 2007
Charter: Jupiter Dive Center
Author: Michael Wheat

Turned out to be another wonderful day on the water. The outside
temp was up in the 90’s, but the seas were calm and visibility was top
to bottom. Throw in water temps in the mid 80’s and you have the
makings of a GREAT dive!
We headed out with Jupiter Dive Center on their boat Temptation (Capt. Paul). Once again we had
a full crew of 15 people and the dive shop made it a private trip for just us. Which is always the
BEST! On the trip we had Dale Purchase, Rochelle Hood, John Dockendorf, Mike Walsh, Jeri
Curley, Bill Allen, Ken Daub, Bob Senton, Deveney Stenger, Kevin Fogg, Hank Green, Rick
Halcomb, Keith Caldwell, Tuyet Mintz, and of course myself.
The first dive of the day was North Juno. This site is your typical
Jupiter deep reef with large ledges and tons of sea life ranging from
macro to your large pelagic! The current was ripping, so we got to
enjoy a large stretch of the reef. On the dive many people saw Eagle
Rays, Turtles, Sharks, Moray’s, Angel fish, Surgeon Fish, and huge
schools of grunts. Not me, I keep turning my head the wrong direction every time something interesting showed up! Guess you just
have those dives :-) One person who did have GREAT luck was Rick
Halcomb. I swear – I think turtles are attracted to him! If there is one in the area, they swim over to
greet him. You have to tell us what your cologne is Rick :-) The beautiful picture of the turtle in this article is one of his girlfriends posing for
him. Great pic Rick!
In between dives, about 10 of us decided to go for a nice relaxing
swim in the pristine water. We were all enjoying ourselves until our
club safety officer (Dale Purchase) got in the water with us. Next thing
you know we are doing safety drills and working on our stamina! :-)
hehehehe Actually, it was a lot of fun and a great idea. Once we all
got back on the boat we noticed some upwelling in the water off the
starboard side of the boat. We were wondering what it was. Since the boat was not moving we got
a pretty good look. Next thing I know, Dale is grabbing his mask and yelling Ocean Sunfish in the
water. I’ve always wanted to see one of those so I was jumping in right behind him. Dale got to
spot him, but I was not in the water fast enough. Still a cool way to spend your surface interval!
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For the second dive, we headed over to one of my favorite sites –
Grotto. It normally only lasts about 30 minutes, but then you run
into Captain Kurls; which is another nice site. But for me – there is
just something special about the Grotto. I almost always find a little bit of everything there and nowhere in Jupiter is there a prettier
section of the reef line. Luckily, the current was not as strong of
this dive, which allowed us a little more time on the site before we had to make the jump to Captain
Kurls. No Eagle Rays this time, but there were tons of morays! I spotted at least five green and two
spotted.
The weather had been VERY nice all morning, but as we were approaching the dock you could see storm clouds rolling in. This put
a damper on the groups’ feelings about doing the Blue Heron
Bridge. Several of us brave souls decided to go ahead and drive
down and see if we could get it in. By the time we got to the
bridge, the storm was in full brew with lots of lightening. So that
put an even bigger damper on the dive. But Bill, Ken, and I decided to wait it out and see if the lightening stopped. Luckily, it did
not take too long. So we grabbed our fins and waded into the water.
Visibility for the bridge was pretty average at about 15-20 feet. I was worried that the rain was really
going to muck it up. The first thing I did was head over to the location where I had found two sea
horses just a few weeks earlier. But as expected – no avail. We did find a beautiful Bat Fish and
that was the highlight of the dive. There were lots of Spade Fish in the water. I love how if you sit
still they will swim all around you. The crabs were still everywhere and there were lots of juvenile
Angel Fish. Even with the late entry, due to the storm, we still got a wonderful 60 minute dive in.
Overall, another spectacular day of diving. Conditions have been incredible lately. Right now, I am
diving every weekend and soaking it in while it lasts!
Our next club dive is August 18th and we are doing something new. We are going to dive with
Splashdown Divers out of Boynton Beach. We are going to do the first dive on a wreck called the
Captain Tony. She sits in about 80 foot of water and her structure is still mainly intact. There is a
lot of sea live on the ship and she always has lots of easy swim throughs. Trips have been filling up
fast, so if you are interested, drop me a note! Price for the trip is $60.
Until Next Time – See you Down Under!
Michael Wheat
Michael@downunderdiveclub.com
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We got back from Bonaire on Friday June 29th. I would
like to say personally what a Great job Michael did planning the trip. It was fantastic. I did gripe a little bit about
flying out of Miami instead of Orlando but after hearing
the horror story of other friends that flew out of Orlando,
to Bonaire, on the same day we returned I want to recant all my gripes. Sorry Michael for the gripes. In short
it took us about 6 hours to get to Bonaire and about 8
hours to get back to Miami. On the other side it took my
friends almost 48 hours to get to Bonaire from Orlando.
With an overnight stay in Jan Juan and then flying into
New York, changing airports in New York and loosing
their luggage I have no room for complainants. Now on
to the Cave Snorkel…
The scene, Bonaire on the 4th day.
It is Tuesday and time for me to take a day off from diving. Our plans, me and Bobbi to explore the island and then meet up with Russell and Kate at 1pm for a cave trip. The island was cool, a lot of neat
sights to see. We drove South from Buddy’s Resort, down to the Salt Plant. We made a few sight seeing
stops, at the old slave huts, the light house, the windmill and made back to the Capital in time for a short
trip to the North end of the island. We drove up to Oil Spill and checked out the wild cotton growing and
in full bloom. We returned back to Buddy’s in time for our exploration trip. We met up with Russell and
Kate and joined our Guide Henk (English is Hank). Henk is a 62 year young Dutchman who has lived on
the island for 10 years and an avid historian. Not only knowing
his caves he told us information on the island and its' inhabitants that was amazing. Too much to even begin listing here.
Our first stop was a dry cave where we had the luxury of a 20
foot, or so, ladder to get us to the first level. The cave was hot
and dry, with a little water dripping from the stalactites and
plenty of bats to keep up company. Henk took us down inside
the cave to our first stop where we were below the accent
ocean floor. We were able to look up inside the reverse image
of fossilized brain coral and fish and bird bones. Creeping even
deeper into the cave stepping over the stalagmites and watching not to hit our heads on the stalactites, Henk showed us the
wonders of nature. How bats will use their own dun to clog stalactites from dripping water into the cave. Henk showed us how the
natural pressure of the earth will take the limestone stalagmites
and transform them into a crystal, translucent material that acts
as a prism when shined by a flashlight. With us going deeper,
bent at the knees and hip, the cave getting hotter with bats flying
by. Henk offered to take us even deeper. The general feeling, it
was hot and cramped, we had another cave with cool water waiting on us and we were ready to go. We made the 10 minute trek
out of the cave, ascending the ladder into the hot dry air of the
desert island which felt like air-conditioning after being in the cave
for about 40 minutes.
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After a water break, a 10 minute drive and 10 minute
hike down a dirt road and through the woods we arrived at out next cave. Just a small hole in dessert
forest floor. Henk removed a 50' rope from his shoulder, jump in the whole to about shoulder height deep.
He turned and ties off the rope, throw into the cave
and started down. He stopped at the first level about
25' down, gathered all of us and went down the remaining 25'. He gathered us again and showed us
down another good 15 feet. Now we are on a rock
ledge, is almost pitch black except for the little shimmer of light at the top of the cave and our flashlights.
Henk uses his flashlight to show us that we are 5'
above a thin opening of water. The thin opening, between 2' and 5' wide on top with caverness opening
below was are training ground. After an introduction in cave swimming, how to avoid stirring up the bottom, hitting the stalagmites and stalactites we moved onto the real deal. After crawling through an opening on our hands and knees for about 15' we were in the real cave. This opened into a beautiful opening, with no light except for what we carried. The cave was so intriguing and the same time as uninviting. It was like a hot fudge sundae, cold and hot. A place where we wanted to be but scary and dark and
damp at the same time. Henk brought into the water, careful of not stirring up the bottom. We went on
an initial tour that brought us to the back of the cave. Here was another rock edge which we able to
climb up on and relax. This is when Henk asked if anyone wanted to go into the "Spooky Channel". This
was another thin opening, hidden in the back of the cave, discovered and named by Henk himself. The
"Spooky Channel" sneaked through the stalagmites and stalactites. In sneaked through in such a way
that made straight navigation impossible. You had to inch forward, something backing up and trying another route. We all made it. After the Spooky Channel it was time to head out. Back though the small
opening and then up the rope, down the dirt road and another water break. What a trip.
Little things learned from Henk about caves:

•
•
•

There are 201 caves on Bonaire.
Only 4 caves opened to the public.
The caves are essential to the plant growth on the Island. The cave harbors the bats which pollinate
the cactus. The cactus are the main source of food for the lizards, birds and sometimes donkeys on
the Island.
• The cave water is rain run off.
• Due to the porous nature of Limestone, the water in the caves are at sea level and at sea temperature.
• There are 14,000 residents on the Island.
• The natives don't go inside the caves due to being afraid
the ghost on the island will jump on their back.
• If a ghost jumps on your back in Bonaire it is there for
years and brings you bad luck.
That's about it. Next trip to Bonaire, do the caves.
As always, remember…
Work sucks, I'm going diving.
See ya,
Tom C.
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Ahhhh Bonaire . . . . . . . It truly is a diver’s paradise. Again, as it
was last year, this trip was fabulous! The resort was great, the
people were wonderful and the diving divine .
I am not going to expound on all the dive sites we dove. We did several
that we did last year (for those of us who returned this year) and several
that we didn’t. All were exceptionally beautiful. The health of the reefs
here never cease to amaze me. In my 21 dives on Bonaire this trip, I saw
not a single piece of trash. We saw a lot more seahorses, frogfish and turtles this year. And, as before, the fish were overly abundant. The visibility was phenomenal for the most part.
For our boat trips, the crew was exceptional (Bart and Scott for most of the
week) and made the boat trip and SI
pleasant.
There was great group of people this trip
and we all had a blast. Special thanks to the DUDC members that
came on this trip: Bob Jensen, Dale Purchase, Tom Croonquist,
Bobbi Spielman/Bojerski, Rick Halcomb, Russell & Kaitlyn Bremmer, Ken Daub and, of course, Michael Wheat. While Bonaire is a
wonderful place, being with a good group of people made it even better.
Unfortunately, the only incident to mar the trip was Michael’s unscheduled
departure. Michael, you were truly missed. We all endeavored to have
lots of fun in your name (especially me J), and, I daresay that we all did a
pretty good job. I know that this was by far the best trip I have gone on so
far. So, in saying that, I just want to thank Michael for all his effort in putting together this trip. As before, you did great job coordinating this trip. I
only wish you had been able to stay for the full time. Guess that means
you have to set another one up, huh?????
D. Buck
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$ 2 5 0 D e p o si t
to r e se r v e
S lo t!

Little Cayman
June 21-28
2008
ONLY
$1499 +
airfare
Come dive what is WIDELY regarded as the best Wall diving
in the world!

•

•
•

8 Days/7 Nights @ Little
Cayman Beach Resort
17 Boat Dives
Unlimited Shore Diving

•
•
•

Includes 3 FULL meals a day
Air tanks included
Transfers and Taxes

Experience coral canyons and sand
chutes that lead you through the pristine deep blue waters out to the outer
walls which plunge 6000 feet down.
These exhilarating walls are covered
with brightly hued sponges, corals and
sea fans.
Average summer water temps are in
the mid 80’s and water clarify can
reach up to 200 feet. It is said that
more underwater photographs are
taken in the Cayman Islands than anywhere else in the Caribbean!
The Caymans’ trademark turtles are a
common sight and eagle rays, angelfish, reef sharks and grouper count
among the 500 species that habitat the
island reefs.

Rodales Rankings for Little Cayman (based on readers feedback)
#1 Top Wall Diving in Caribbean
#1 Healthiest Marine Environment
#2 Best Destination for Advanced Diving
#3 Best Destination for Underwater Photography
For information or to sign up—contact:
Michael Wheat
Michael@downunderdiveclub.com
(321) 543-7758
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east
central coast of Florida. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers,
DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to promote safe,
organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and
encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our
past dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We
organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, liveaboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers. There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to
65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the
Indian River Lagoon House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1
in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA
diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and
have some fun! If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at
info@downunderdiveclub.com

Board of Directors
President :

Michael Wheat

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com

Vice President:

Rochelle Hood

rhood@downunderdiveclub.com

Treasurer

Bob Carmichael

bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com

Secretary:

John Dockendorf

jdockendorf@downunderdiveclub.com

Membership:

Bill Allen

ballen@downunderdiveclub.com

Safety Officer:

Dale Purchase

dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com

Dive Coordinator:

Tom Croonquist

tjcroonquist@downunderdiveclub

Debi Buck

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com

727-1028

MEMBERS AT
LARGE:
Newsletter Editor:
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